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I PON'T UNPERSTANC7 WHAT 
YOUR PROBLEM IS, " 


commercial transport vessel Lecter 
crew: fifteen 

cargo: rendering plant processing 
ISiDQOiDDO tons of fish and animal 
products 

course: ranching outpost Prosperity 
Wells on the planet Ryishi 


IT 


NOT 


PROBLEM, SCOTT-- IT'S 
EVERYONE'S PROBLEM. 

WE CAN'T JUST 30 ALONG 
THE WAY WE ARE. WHAT 
MAKES US THINK WE CAN 
STRIP-MINE PLANETS TO 
THEIR CORES'? OR HAR¬ 
VEST WHOLE SPECIES 
TO EXTINCTION? OR TRANS¬ 
FORM ENTIRE ECOSYSTEMS 
TO SUIT OUR WHIMS? " 



BE REALISTIC, TOM — > 

' EVERYONE KNEW EARTH'S 
RESOURCES WOULPN'T LAST 
FOREVER. WHAT ARE WE 
SUPPOSED TO (70, IGNORE THE 
OTHER RESOURCES AVAILABLE 
TO US BECAUSE A MILLION YEARS 
FROM NOW THEY MIGHT BE OF 
, SOME USE TO AN EMERGING 
\ LIFE FORM ? 
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— BUT we CAN'T use ANY OF 
IT BECAUSE IT RIGHTFULLY 

belongs to the single - 
cell organisms that live 

THERE'?" 


• rn— 
JLJJJ ; 1 . 


” YEAH, IT'S PROBABLY JUST A 
METEOR. ANYHOW, AS I WAS 
SHYING. PO WE JUST TELL 
EVERYONE,'HEY, SHOW'S OV£ 
EVERYTHING WE NEEO IS ON 
THIS OTHER PLANET OVER 



' NO, I'M NOT. I'M JUST POINTING 
OUT HOW IRRATIONAL IT IS TO 
COMPARTMENTALIZE YOUR 
ETHICS, TOM. ,- 


“IT'S WRONG TO HARVEST POLPHINS 
BECAUSE THEY'RE INTELLIGENT CREA 
TUBES-- BUT IT'S OKAY TO EAT 
CHICKENS BECAUSE THEY ONLY HAVE 
A BRAIN THE SIZE OF A PEA? 
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’ ULTIMATELY, EVERY 
PISTINCTION IS 
SUBJECTIVE, ANP 
ANY LINE YOU PRAW 
IS ARTIFICIAL. 


" WHO'S TO SAY 
WHAT POTENTIAL 
U/ES WITHIN A 
CHICKEN —OR 
EVEN ITS EGG?" 



"EXCEPT YOU'RE FOR¬ 
GETTING ONE THING, 
TOM. WE'RE ALL LIVING 
CREATURES. ANP ALL 
LIFE IS A STRUGGLE- 


'THAT'S EXACTLY 
MY POINT, SCOTT. 



" — NO MATTER WHERE 
YOU OR ANYONE ELSE 
MAY WISH TO PRAW THE 
LINE, IT STILL ENPS UP 
AS PARWIN'S SURV/VAL 
OF THE FITTEST. ' " 



*’ PARWIN NEVER SAIP 'SURVIVAL 
OF THE FITTEST.' SCOTT. THAT 
WAS AN OVERSIMPLIFICATION 
THAT WAS USEP TO SELL HIS 
THEORY TO THE PUBLIC. 




/2 


ID * 
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-PN(7 THE LOWER ORPERS 
PON'T HAVE THE POWER 
TO STOP US — 
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" BUT THE COBRA IB TRYING TO SURVIVE. 
TOO. ANP IF IT CATCHES THE /MONGOOSE 
IN ITS NEST, THERE'S GOING TO BE A FIGHT. 



-VY ’ » V V —ITT 


*’ fortunately for the 

/MONGOOSE, IT HAS FASTER 
REFLEXES ANP A /MORE 
EFFICIENT /METABOLIS/W . 


"WHETHER THAT'S 'FAIR' OR NOT ISN'T 
EVEN PART OF THE EQUATION — IT'S 
SI/VI PLY THE WAT THINGS ARE. " 
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vi mm 

"SURE, ON TUTORING PISKS- 


ECOSYSTE/M I S PBPer*Ot?NT 
ON EVERY OTHER PART. 

raK 



\k^/sy/ r 


IT'S THAT INTERPEPEN- 
PENCY THAT /MAKES 
INTERFERING WITH 
EXISTING SYSTE/MS SO 
CHANCY, r-, --—r. 


EVEN THE S/MALLEST COMPONENTS 
ARE Y/TALLY IMPORTANT. 
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11 REMEMBER HOW THEY 
THOUGHT THEY HAP IT 

completely in their 

CONTROL 7 " 


AN P 


WHAT ABOUT 


THE 


OIL 


BACTERIUM 


THE 


GENE 


EATING 


SPLICERS 


THE 


PETROLEUM 


AT 


PEVELOPEP 


TO 


COMPANIES 


SPILLS 


CLEAN 


UP 


THEIR 



"COME ON, TOM, THE OIL WOULP'VE PRIEP 
UR SOONER OR LATER ANYWAY, ANP I HEAR 
THE NEW REPRO - INHIBITORS THEY'RE 
USING ARE MAKING A SUBSTANTIAL. PENT 
IN THE FIRE ANT POPULATIONS— i- 7 ^=^ 


SURE, WE BUFFER SETBACKS 
BUT WE'LL ALWAYS FINP WAYS 
AROU/VR THE PROBLEMS THAT 
NATURE THROWS AT US . " 
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" I'M NOT 50 SURE. /MANKIND NEVER SEEMS TO 
LEARN. WE GET OUR HANPS SLIPPER ON A 
REGULAR BASIS, BUT WE STILL CAN'T SEEM TO 
KEEP THEM TO OURSELVES. 


« THE TIGHTER THE GRIP WE TRY TO GET ON 
nature, the more NATURE pushes THROUGH 
THE CRACKS IN OUR TECHNOLOGY. 





"ANP WITH SOME OF THE 
THINGS WE'RE ENCOUNTER¬ 
ING IN THE SETTLEMENTS. I 
WE HAVE NO I PEA OF 
WHBT KINP OF TROUBLE 
WE MAY BE LETTING OUR¬ 
SELVES IN FOR BY MESSING 
AROUNP. ‘ 


" WELL , SO FAR 
WE'VE PONE OKAY. 



"ON ALL OF THE LIFE- 
SUPPORTING PLANETS 
WE'VE COME ACROSS,THE 
WORST THING WE'VE EVER 
ENCOUNTEREP HAS BEEN 
THE 'BLOOP W/LL/eS' 
OF EPSILON INPI TWO. 



p flNC7 J HEFSR THEWS 



GOT ^ MCC/M F FOR 

THyPT NOW, 

* ' '* • 



WATCH WHAT ISAIPAROUNP 
THE CORPORATE TYPES,TOM--" 
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-ALL ANY OF THEM CAPE ABOUT IS 
THEIR JOBS, ANP YOU'LL MAKE THEM 
NERVOUS WITH TALK ABOUT PROB¬ 
LEMS THAT PON'T EXIST YET. " 





" WE'VE HAP A LONS RUN OF 
GOOP FORTUNE — LONOER THAN 
WE'VE PESERVEP.THERE'S A 
MAJOR LEASUE TORO COMING 
POWN THE PIKE, MARK MY 
WORPS— i—- — -----rV 


ANPX PON T WANT TO 
BE AROUNP WHEN IT HITS 
THE FAN. 



" X'M TELLINS YOU, WE SHOULPN'T 
BE MESSINS WITH MOTHER NRTORE. 
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--ANP WHO we 
REALLY ARE . 


" we've come a 

LONG WAY IN 
THE FAST THREE 
THOUSAND 
YEARS — 


— BUT X CAN'T HELP 
PEELING THAT WEVE 
LOST AS WUCH AS 
WEVE GAINEP. " 


W| 


‘ we HAVE TO LEARN TO WORK WITH 
NATURE . THIS REUANCE ON TECH¬ 
NOLOGY IS GETTING TO BE TOO MUCH 
for me, SCOTT. 


" IT'S NO LONGER A WEANS TO AN tj^EKSHE 
enp— it's Become an end unto [ 

ITSELF. WE USE IT LIKE A WALL 


BETWEEN OURSELVES ANP OUR 

surroundings... . 




BETWEEN 


OURSBLVBS 
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"SO WHAT'S YOUR SOLUTION, TOM7 

Give up mopern conveniences anp 

GO BACK TO STONE KNIVES ANP 
SQUATTING IN CAVES'?" --,, , — , - 


"YOU'RE 
REACHING FOR 
EXTREMES . 
AGAIN, SCOTT,^ 
BUT— 


— THAT JUST MIGHT 
BE WHAT IT TAKES 
TO PUT US BACK ON 
THE RIGHT TRACK. . 


" I'M TALKING ABOUT THE 
CHALLENGE OF PUTTING 
AWAY THE CRUTCHES OF 
OUR TECHNOLOGY— 




’’ ANP I'M NOT 
TALKING ABOUT 
AUSTERITY OR 
OEPRIVATION. 


-ANP GOING BACK TO RELYING ON OUR 
OWN STRENGTH ANP CUNNING. 
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“--ANP REAL MEN PIPN'T WM/T 
FOR APVENTURE TO CO/ME TO / 
THEM. THEY RUSHEP OUT TO L 
^JcsMBET IT-- , k .. ■ - „ , JA 


‘—NOT LIKE THE GENERALS ANP 
CORPORATE HEARS THESE PAYS 
WHO SENP OUT THE L/TTLE 
GUYS TO PO THEIR PIRTY WORK. 


* IT USEP TO BE THAT A 
STANPING AS A LEAPER 
PETERMINEP BY HOW HE 
HANPLEP HIMSELF — 
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" YEAH, YEAH— VERY NOSTALGIC.TOfVl 
VERY MACHO. BUT IT'S NOT VERY 
PRACTICAL IN THIS RAY ANP AGE. 
CAN YOU SEE A BUNCH OF CORPORATE 
VPs PUKING IT OUT FOR THE RIGHT 
TO BE CEO? 


"OR WAYBE VOU ANP ME 
GOING AT EACH OTHER 
WITH KNIVES TO SEE WHO 
GETS A BETTER PILOT'S 
RATING?" 


" HEY, EVERY CULTURE OBSERVES ITS 
OWN RITUALS FOR ESTABLISHING 
STATUS. LOOK AT THE INFIGHTING 
ANP BACK-STABBING THAT GOES ON 
AT EVERY LEVEL OF OUR SOCIETY. 


” ANP WE'RE STILL 
FIGHTING OVER THE 
SAME THINGS — 


— PROPERTY, 
LEADERSHIP- 
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"THE ONLY DIFFERENCE 
IS OUR METHODS 
HAVE BECOME MORE 
SUBTLENESS DIRECT. 


"SOMEHOW THE OLD WAYS 
SEEM MORE HONEST. " 



"THEN YOU'VE GOT THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD BULLY 
CALLING THE SHOTS-- 
YOU'RE BACK TO PfiCK 
MENTALITY. " 


' YOU'RE AN IDEALIST. St 
TOM. WHAT HAPPENS % 


WHEN THE WRONG 
GUY WINS? 
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” YEAH, BUT YOUR WRY LEAVES 
THEM ALL UP TO INPfVIPUAL 
INITIATIVE ' 


WITHOUT SOME KIND 
SANCTIONED AVENUE 


OF 


FOB 


DISSENT 


m-M i . a 



- WHERE'S MY ’SANCTIONED 
AVENUE FOR DISSENT'* 




’SOT ARE THINGS REALLY 
SO DIFFERENT FOP US? 
YOU'RE THE ONE THAT'S 
ALWAYS TELLING ME TO 
WATCH WHAT X SAY AROUND 
THE DESK JOCKEYS — 


22 
















































































































’ AT LEAST IF X BUST A GUY 
IN THE CHOPS, HE CLEARLY 
UNPERSTANPS THAT X PON'T 
LIKE WHAT HE'S POING." 


" THERE YOU GO WITH YOUR 
tPERUStVI AGAIN. YOU'RE 
TRYING TO ROMANTICIZE THIS 
INTO TWO TIGERS BRAWLING 
TO PETERMINE PO/VJINANCE-- 
OR RIGHTS TO A FAVORITE 
HUNTING AREA. 
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i 11 IN THE SAME SITUATION 
I humans woulp just kill 

I EACH OTHER. WE'VE 'OUT- 
I GROWN' THE INSTINCT FOR 
I SPECIES PRESERVATION 
\ THAT PREVENTS THAT IN 
S THE LOWER ORPERS-- 


" — BUT WE HAVEN'T 
TRULY GROWN INTO 
THE MORALITY THAT 
YOU'RE SO FONP OF 
CITING, TOM. 


" THE SOCIETY WE'VE BUILT 
ISN'T PERFECT, GRANTED?. BUT 
IT WORKS - - PROBABLY (MORE 
BECAUSE OF OUR LEVEL OF 
TECHNOLOGY THAN IN SPITE 
OF IT 


xvsw'z. 


" HOW IVIANY GUYS WOULDN'T 
WANT TO TRAPE THEIR 
BORING, EARTHSIPE JOB FOR 
TOURS — A JOB IV! A PE POSS¬ 
IBLE BY TECHNOLOGY ? 


"BUT IF YOU WANT TO 
GET BACK TO NATURE, 
THERE ARE WAYS TO PO 

I—. -T7 
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'’OR. IF YOU WANT REAL 
APVENTURE, SIGN ON FOR 
A HITCH AS R RANCH 
HANP AT OUR NEXT STOP- 
PLENTY OF FRESH AIR, 
HARP WORK, ANP NOT 
IVIUCH ELSE. 


”—GO ON ONE OF 
THOSE ' WILPEPNESS * 
SAFARIS TO ALPHA 
C.X UNPERSTANP 
THE GENE - SPLICERS 
NOW HAVE SOME¬ 
THING THAT ALMOST 
LOOKS LIKE AN 
ELEPHANT. 



'MAYBE THAT'S 
V OUR IPEA OF 
FULFILLMENT- 


’’—THOUGH I CAN'T 
IMAGINE ANYONE ENVYING 
YOU THE JOB - 


k 1 1 i 




\\v i / ijTv >ST 

vM 


mjm 

K V\]| 

jmjrJfl - 



-~ 

v" ^ 

” ME, X CAN GET ENOUGH 
APVENTURE FROM THE VIPS. 
GOP BLESS MOPERN 
TECHNOLOGY/ 
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“ LOOK, I KNOW VOU 
SAIC? IT AS A J"OKE— 
BUT MAYBE X SHOULO 
GO ON ONE OF THOSE 
SAFARIS— __ 
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X HAP AN UNCLE WHO WAS WEALTHY. HE 
TOOK (VIE QUAIL HUNTING WHEN I TURNEP 
FIFTEEN — SAIP IT WOULP MAKE A MAN OF 
ME.BUT ALL X COULP THINK ABOUT WAS 
HOW B/G MY SHOTGUN WAS, ANP HOW 
SMALL THE BIRPS WERE. ■ . . — 


r GUESS X COULP UNPERSTANP the 
POTENT/AL FOR EXCITEMENT IN THE 
HUNT, BUT FOR ME THE THRILL WAS 
MISSING. ,- 


** THE CONTEST SEEMEP SO LOPSIPEP 
I WONPEREP WHAT IT WOULP BE LIKE 
TO HUNT SOMETHING THAT WAS CAPA¬ 
BLE OF HUNTING ME. 


sm: 
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'...THAT'S GOT TO 
BE THE UL T//V7AT£ 
THRILL 


—TO RISK EY£P?Y- 
TH//VG ON VOUR 
OWN SKILL ANP 
STRENGTH... 


X MEAN, LOOK AT WHAT 
WE PO FOR A LIVING — 
ACCESS THE COMPUTER , 
PUNCH A FEW BUTTONS — 
ALL THE WORK IS PONE 
FOR US. PiNYBOPY COULP 
PO THIS JOB. WITH THE 
RIGHT TBB//V/A/G. 


X WANT TO PO SOMETHING 
THAT'LL GET MY HEART 
POUNPING . 
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"--BUTONCE IN fl 
WHILE WE HOVE TO PUT 
IT ASIPE RNP 170 SOME- r 
THING TO AE/VT/NC> OUR- 
SELVES THAT WE'RE AL/VE- 


’'--PROVE THAT WE 
CA/V ACCOMPLISH 
—y, SOMETHING BY 
~‘ RELYING SOLELY 
•- / ON OURSELVES. 


” T GUESS THAT'S WHRT X 
MERNT BY MY ANTI-TECHNOLOGY 
TIRRPE. IT'S NOT THRT TECHNO¬ 
LOGY IS EVIL IN ANP OF fTSELA- 


"I CAN'T HELP BUT 
THINK RN EXPERIENCE 
LIKE THRT WOULP 
CHANGE R PERSON- 


— MRYBE NOT IN R WRY 
THRT OTHEA PEOPLE 
WOULP NOTICE— 


” X KNOW WHRT YOU MEAN, 
TOM. KINPR LIKE THE FIRST 
TIME YOU GET LRIP, RIGHT? 
PIP I EVER TELL YOU 
ABOUT THRTT I WAS AT 
THIS PARTY,SEE, RNP--" 


" — BUT IT WOULP BE 
SOMETHING YOU'P 
CARRY WITH YOU FOR 
THE REST OF YOUR LIFE 


\\i(a -rciMmm k 

fi ■ j • l \ v I* 






l m \[ 






Dll d^ p fT?Fman 

fU r Wzi+yp-: ’ 
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THE 'TERROR 
ARRIVER PiT 
HIGH NOON. 


IN THE SEARING HEAT OF 
RYUSHI'S NINETEEN-HOUR 
RAY LIGHT PERIOR, NOTHING 
STIRS OF ITS OWN VOLITION— 
NOT EVEN THE ARMORER 
FIRE CRAWLERS. 


WITH EVERY LIVING CREATURE 
BORROWER IN, AESTIVATING, 
OR OTHERWISE SHELTERER 
AGAINST THE HEAT, IT'S NOT 
SURPRISING THERE WERE NO 
WITNESSES TO ITS ARRIVAL. 
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r OH. MB. 
NOGUCHI. I,UH, 

X HAVE A MESSAGE 
FOR MR. SHIMURA, 
v IS HE THERE T 


"/ES,HE'S HERE, 
BUT VOU CAN GIVE 
ME THE MESSAGE 
MASON. 
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OPEN PASTURE? THEN 
PON'T WORRY ABOUT IT. 
WE CAN INVESTIGATE 
AFTER THE ROUNPUP. 
V NOGUCHI OUT. ^ 


— IT'LL MAKE PLANET- 
FALL ABOUT THIRTY 
KLIKS NORTH OF HERE- 
OPEN PASTURE. 



MAYBE 
THAT’S YOUR 
PROBLEM, 
MACHIKO. 


WHAT'S IT TAKE, HIROKI ? 
XVE BEEN HERE NEARLY 
SIX MONTHS—BUT THEY'RE 
STILL REPORTING TO 
YOU. 


THE RANCHERS, 
ANP EVEN THE 
STAFF STILL TREAT 
ME LIKE I’M A 
STRANGER.'I'VE 
PONE EVERYTHING 
I CAN THINK OF TO 
PUT MY STAMP ON 
THINGS AROUNP 
HERE—TO MAKE , 

THIS JOB MINE' J 



YOU'RE TRYING TO APAPT 
THE JOB TO YOU, RATHER 
THAN ADAPTING YOURSELF 
T O IT. 


THIS IS A VERY 
NICE OFFICE YOU'VE 
BUILT FOR YOUR¬ 
SELF, BUT YOU CAN'T 
RUN AN OPERATION 
LIKE THIS mVHIPE 
FROM IT AT THE 
SAME TIME. 



WHAT ARE 
YOU TRYING TO 
SAY, HIROKI? 


LOOK.I'LL BE 
AROUNP FOR ANOTHER 
WEEK OR SO—AFTER 
THAT YOU'RE ON YOUR 
OWN. IN THE MEAN¬ 
TIME, I'LL PO WHAT¬ 
EVER I CAN TO HELP 
YOU. 



HIROKI 


T PON'T FORGET X 

THAT THESE ARE x 
HUMAN BEINGS 
YOU'RE PEALING WITH. 
TREAT THEM AS SUCH 
ANP IT WOULPN'T 
HURT FOR YOU TO 
k LOOSEN UP SOME,/ 
^ EITHER. JA 


t G£T OUT OF YOUR \ 
OFFICE ONCE IN AWHILE. 
GET YOUR HANPS PIRTY. 
GET SOME RHVNTH- 
SHIT BETWEEN 
YOUR TOES. 
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MRYBE HIROKI WRS RIGHT. 
BY THE BOOH " WRBN'T GET¬ 
TING IVIE THE RESULTS I 
WRNTEP. 


RNP TCP SEEN PLENTY OF 
OTHER EXECS WHO HRP TRIEP 
TO MRHE R CRREER OUT OF 
KEEPING R LOW PROFILE — 



—LEFT TWISTING IN THE 
WINP WHEN THE POLITICRL 
CLIMRTE CHRNGEP. 


MRYBE IT WRS TltVIE TO 
MRKE SOME OF MY OWN 
MOVES... -- 


WHRT'S THE SPYING? 
YOU CRN'T MRKE RN 
OMELET- 
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BUT YOUR 
ASSOCIATION HAS 
ALREAC7Y SIGNEP 
AN AGREEMENT 
WITH THE COMPANY, 
RCKLRNP' 


F'UVirNC* 


YERH , BUT THRT WRS 
BEFORE WE SAW WHRT \ U 
THE IY1RRKET WAS POING 1 SA 
BRCK ON ERRTH . IF WE'P C 
KNOWN THE PRICE OF MEAT N 
WRS GOING TO JUMP LIKE THIS, 
WE'P HRVE ASKEP FOR MORE! 



THAT'S RLL PRRT OF 
THE GAMBLE OF BEING 
IN BUSINESS. THE 
PRICE COULP JUST RS 
EASILY HRVE PRORPEP. 


IF THE BOTTOM 
HAP FRLLEN OUT 
OF THE MARKET, 
WOULP YOU HRVE 
OFFEREPTOTAKE 



THAT'S NOT THE POINT, 
HIROKI' THE COMPANY'S 
MAKING R KILLING FROM 
OUR SWEAT ANP WE'RE 
GETTING SCREWEP — 
RIGHT, ACKLANP7 ^ 


THAT'S THE WRY 
THE RRNCHERS 
RSSOCIRT/ON 
SEES IT. 



" X TON T EVEN > 
KNOW WHY X'/W 
PISCUSSING THIS 
WITH YOU - -MS. NOGUCHI 
IS IN CHARGE NOW. 

YOU SHOULP BE 
. TRLKING TO HER— y 


THRT BITCH ? 
SHE DOESN'T 
GIVE R SHIT 
PBOUT US. 


' MAYBE IF SHE 
GOT LRU? ONCE 
IN R WHILE,SHE 
WOULDN'T RCT 
LIKE SHE HAP R 
BUG UP HER 
v ASS' 



Z'P TRKE R 
PIECE OF THRT 
RCTION — 


YOU K1 PIPIN'? 
PROBBBLY FREEZE 
YOUR PICK OFF- 
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remember— 

STAGGEREP SLEEP¬ 
ING SCHEDULES. THIS 
IS A THIRTY-THREE 
, HOUR-R-PAY JOB/ . 


ACKLANP, I'LL TRLK 
TO THE COMPANY ANP SEE 
IF I CRN SWING R 
LARGER CUT FOR YOUR 
RANCHERS—BUT THERE 
WON'T BE RNYTHtNG FOR 
RNYONE IF YOUR RHYNTH 
AREN'T REAPY FOR SHIPMENT 
BY THE TIME THE LECTOR ARRIVES 





" NOW, EVERYBOPY BRCK 
TO WORK! HIROKI— RERPY 
TWO BIKES, WE'RE GOING 
OUT." 


PON'T SAY IT 
PON'T SRY 
RNYTHtNG. 




* ^ 1 

pows 

r. /y /III; 

l- ^ * 





^=L- A 
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THE RIPE THRT PRY WHS THE LONGEST 
TP SPENT OUTPOORS SINCE ARRIVING 
ON RYUSHI. T'P ALWAYS THOUGHT OF THE 
PLANET AS NOTHING IYKDRE THAN PESERT- 
ONE SQUARE mETER OF IT LOOKING TUST 
LIKE ANY OTHER SQUARE mETER. 


NOW, THANKS TO HIROKI. 

I WAS BEGINNING TO SEE 
RYUSHI IN A PIFFERENT LIGHT. 




X COULPN'T BLAmE THEM, THOUGH. TP 
BEEN sTUmPING POWN THEIR THROATS 
SINCE PAY ONE . - -- 


I BEGAN TO UNPERSTANP THE RANCHERS— 
WHAT IT WAS THAT HlOVEP THEm TO LEAVE 
EARTH ANP mAHE RVUSHt THEIR HO/VIE. 


ONE mtSTAKE COULP LEAP TO 
PERTH- BUT THERE WAS A BEAUTY ANP 
PIVERSITY T HAPN'T NOTICEP BEFORE, 
ANP THE TENUOUSNESS OF THAT BEAUTY 
IY1APE IT SOmEHOW mORE PRECIOUS. 


IT WAS STILL A HARSH, UNFORGIVING WORLP-- 
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ROTH, TAKE SOME OF > 
THE BOYS ANP RUN THESE 
THREE GULLIES. 17RIVE 
'EM TOWN INTO BERtKf 
CPNVON ANP HOOK UP 
. WITH CHO'S GROUP. -- 


WHAT'S THE 
PROBLEM, HIROKI? 
YOU ANP THE BOSS 
LAPYGET LOST-* 


YEAH, YOU CAN 
HELP —YOU CAN HELP 
BY STAYING OUT OF 
OUR WAY. THE LAST THING 
WE NEEP IS INTERFERENCE 
FROM CORPORATE 
PAPER-PUSHERS. 



I'M SORRY ABOUT 
THE WAY ACKLRNP 
TREATEP YOU- 


PON'T BE. 

HE HAP EVERY 
RIGHT. X 
KNOW WHAT 
KINP OF A 
BITCH X'VE 
BEEN — 
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LITTLE PIP I KNOW THRT WOULP 
BE THE LRST TIME TP EVER VIEW 
R SUNPOWN WITH PNY EMOTION 
OTHER THRN PRERP. 


MY JOB ... MY LIFE TO THRT 
POINT HRP BEEN CONCERNEP 
WITH SCHEPULES RNP NUMBERS 


RNP QUARTERLY REPORTS—R FULL. 
SRTISFYING LIFE— I THOUGHT. SEE¬ 
ING THE SUNSET THRT PRY, ISUPPENLY 
RERLIZEP HOW MUCH TP BEEN MISSING. 



iPH 


"GEO-SYNCHRONOUS 
ORBIT IN FIVE HOURS. 
CHECK ON CHX ." 




"THERE'S SO/VIE 
FLUTTER. BUT WE RE 
COMPENSATING — 
WE CRN DECOUPLE 
ANYTIME RFTER 
ORBIT IS ACHIEVER. 
THEN IT'S — 


"-HEL-LO, RYU SHU 
JESUS, WHAT R RUST- 
BALL . " 



SHIT, TOM — WHAT KINR 
OF MOUTH - BREATHER 
WOULC7 WANT TO MOVE 
ALL THE WRY OUT TO 
THIS HELL-HOLE— 
ESPECIALLY WHEN THERES 
LANR AVAILABLE ON 
NOVA-TERRA ? 

T7 ^ 
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* E.T.A. SEVEN STANPARt7 
EARTH PAYS ...SHIGBRU 
CHtGUSP ON BOARP-- 
COIY\ ING TO INSPECT THE 
OPERATION PERSONALL 


EZ 



SZ: 
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MAYBE THEY'RE SICK 
OR SOMETHIN'--ANY¬ 
HOW,! THOUGHT YOU 
SHOUL17 KNOW. / 


YOU I7IC7 
THE RIGHT 
THING, 

^ ROTH. ^ 


UP AT THE H6AC7 
OF BERIKI CANYON 
THERE WERE A 
COUPLE POZEN 
OF THEM LYING 
AROUND C7EA17 


THAT'S WHERE WE SCARED 
UP THESE POKE-SNOOTS .THEY 
WERE STUMBLING AROUNI7, BUMP¬ 
ING INTO EACH OTHER .THEY ACT 
LIKE THEY'RE HALF -RSLEEP. 



LOOK, LET'S NOT SPREA17 
THIS AROUNC? OKAY? V VE 
tTON'T KNOW THAT THERE'S 
ANYTHING WRONG WITH 
THE RHYNTH, ANC 7 WE 
C7QN'T WANT SOME 
C?ICKHEAt7 FROM 
THE COMPANY TO 
PANIC ANC7 
QUPRPNT/NE THE 
WHOLE HERE?-- 


WE'VE GOT TOO 
MUCH RK7ING ON 
THIS . YOU 
UN17ERSTANE7? 



"GIVE THEM TO PR. REVNR — BUT 
TELL HIM YOU FOUNt? THEM IN tWR 
GORGE. YOU'RE 170ING A GREAT JOB, 
ROTH .THERE'LL BE A BONUS FOR 
YOU WHEN THIS ROUNDUP'S OVER ." 



GIVE MR. 
ACKLANt? MY 
^ THANKS/ . 


WHAT ^ 
PO YOU 
MAKE OF IT, 
KESAR? ^ 


^ IWA GORGE, Y 
YOU SAY? I AM 
NOT FAMILIAR WITH 
THAT AREA--BUT 
IT APPEARS X WILL 
v BECOME SO . ^ 


1 

mmm 
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X BERMEP & MESSRGE TO THE HO/VIE 
OFFICE EXPRESSING MY PLERSURERT THE 
NEWS OF SHfGERU CH/GUSH'S VISIT RNP 
MY REQUEST FOR R BETTER PRICE FOR 
THE RRNCHERS — SUPPORTING IT WITH R NEW , 
STEPPEP-UP SCHEDULE FOR THE HRRVEST. 
THEN X GRRBBEP SIX HOURS OF SLEEP 
BEFORE GOING OUT TO IYJRHE SURE WE 
COULP KEEP MY PROMISE. 




GOOP,1 CAN'T 
WAIT TO SEE 
ACKLANP'S FACE 


LET'S 

FINP 

OUT. 


X TOLP YOU —YOU CANT RUN 
PEOPLE LIKE MACHINES.YOU 
THINK THE PAST THREE YEARS 
ON THIS ROCK HAVE BEEN 
ERSY FOR THEBE FOLKSTTHIS 
IB THEIR FIRST ROUNPUP— 
EVERYTHING THEY'VE BEEN 
WORKING FOR/ 


IF THEY WANT TO CELEBRATE 
THEIR ACCOMPLISHMENT, LET 
THEM* OTHERWISE,SHIGERU 
CHIGUSA WILL ARRIVE JUST IN 
TIME TO WITNESS A FULL-SCALE 


IT WRS IMPOSSIBLE NOT TO GET 
CRUGHT UP IN THE EXCITEMENT OF 
THE MOMENT. CHtLPREN WERE LRUGH - 
1NG ... HUSBRNPS RNP WIVES WERE 
RCT/NG LIKE YOUNG LOVERS... SOME¬ 
ONE FEP MUSIC OVER THE PUBLIC 
REPRESS SYSTEM. 

OH,THE HOME OFFICE CALLEP— 
THEYRPPROVEP THE PRICE HIKE 
FOR THE RANCHERS. X HAVEN'T TOLP 
ANYONE —X FIGUREP YOU'P WANT 


--FORGET 
THING BUT 
MEMORIES... OF 
MYSELF RSR LITTLE 
GIRL...OF OBON 
FESTIVRLS WITH 
MY PRRENTS... 


UP HERE.THE 
ANTENNA TOWER 
IS THE ONLY 
PLACE TO WATCH 
A LANPING. 


f 


FOR R MOMENT X 
WRS RBLE TO 
FORGET MY JOB* 
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ACKLRN17'S THE NRME — 
I'fY1 HER17 OF THE UOCRU 
RANCHERS ASSOCIATION 
X HOPE VOU RN(7 YOUR 
CREW RRE REAC7Y TO 
PARTY, CRRTRtN--? 


S TRRN&BERG — BUT 
JUST CALL ME TOM. 
THIS IS MY CO-PILOT, 
SCOTT CONOVER • - 


CRN X HRVE 
EVERYONE'S 
ATTENTION? 


THE LECTOR'S CREW 
WERE GREETEP LIRE 
CELEBRITIES ...OR 
HEROES. NEW BRRIVRLS 
ON RVUSHI WERE R 
RRRITY. 
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YOU 

mean 

errcH 


X KNOW YOU'RE ALL 
ANXIOUS TO BEGIN THE 
FESTIVITIES,BUT FIRST, 
X HAVE AN IMPORTANT 
ANNOUNCEMENT/ 
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FOR THE RANCHERS. WRTCHtNL 
THE SULLEN, PLOPPING COL UN) 
OF RHYNTH BORRP THE LECTOf- 
WHS THE CULMINATION OF YEA) 
OF HARP WORK. 




TP NEVER EKPECTEP MUCH 
FROM HIM—AFTER ALL. I 
WAS TAKING OVER HIS JOB. 
BUT HE HAPN'T LET THAT 
AFFECT HIS PROFESSIONAL - 
ISM—OR OUR RELATIONSHIP. 


C'MON t 
MOVE IT, 
LARI7- 
flS Si . 


PERHAPS IT WAS THE SORROWFUL 
BRAYING OF THE RHYNTH THAT GOT 
TO ME... OR MAYBE IT WAS SIMPLY 
THE KNOWLEPGE THAT WITH THIS FIRST 
PHASE OF COLONIZATION COMPLETEP. 
HIROKI WOULP BE LEAVING. 



I P HAVE TO MAKE 
SOME CHANGES. 


CLIMBING THE CORPORATE 
LAPPER. I HAPN'T FELT 
THE NEEP FOR FRIENPS. 
BUT PROSPERITY WELLS 
WAS A LONG WAY FROM 
CHIGUSA HEAPQUARTERS. 
HERE. POSITION ANPSTA¬ 
TUS WERE COLP COMFORT \ 
PURING A IT-HOUR NIGHT. 


NOW THAT HIROKI'S 
PEPARTURE WAS JUST 
A FEW WEEKS AWAY. 

IREALIZEP HOW MUCH 
TP MISS HIM. HE WAS 
A FRIENP... MAYBE 
MY ONLY ONE. 
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REfiLLY? 
THANKS, MS 
NOGUCHI. 


GO JO IN THE 
PARTY, COLLINS 
X'LL WATCH 
, THINGS HERE. 


— 



IT'S JUST 
'MRCHIKO ' 
FRO/V1 NOW 
ON, COLLINS 
OKAY? 


ER...OKAY. OH, WHEN TOC 
REVNA GETS BACK.TELL 
Him THE HOWE OFFICE 
RECEIVED HIS REPORT. IT'S 
IN THE TRAY WITH HIS 
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...RNP R MRZE OF 
NRRROW GULLIES 
RNO BOX CRNYONS 



y 

f=L$ 


\l 

W*p?- 


w 


\3 M n 


/i£ 
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IT SEE/VIEO FIN UNLIKELY 
PLFJCE TO LOOK FOR 
ANYTHING — , _ I 
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lumiiiiiiit 


The disparity in ratio between the smooth- 
backed specimens and the single carcass with 
dorsal spines notwithstanding, I believe the dif¬ 
ferences between the two types represent - 






YOU'RE 

&RUNK. 


YERH, BUT NOT TOO 
^RUfMK —IF YOU 
KNOW WHAT X 
fVlERN, MS. 
NOGUGH \ . 
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~ SHE 
CAN'T TREAT 
ME LIKE 
THAT- - ^ 



YEAH? ^ 
MAYBE YOU 
WANT TO GO 
BACK ANP 
TELL HER 
v THAT— A 


WHAT'S WITH 
THE LIGHTS ? 
PRINGLE'S TEAM 
IS SETTING 
SLOPPY— THE 
MAINTENANCE ON 
THIS TUB HAS 
GONE TO HELL / 



YEAH, SO? SHE'S 
CO&ROR&Te. 
SHE PULLEP 
RANK ON YOU. 


HANG ON 
A SEC. LET 
ME GRAB 
A LIGHT, 


THAT'S NOT 
HLL SHE PULLEP 
OW, X THINK MY 
BACK'S BEEN 
w BROKEN/ 


HEY... 
WHO LEFT 
THIS HATCH 
OPEN? 


^ SURE. BUT 
YOU KNOW WHAT 
X MEAN —T'M A 
GOPPAMNEP 
^ r/LOTS u 
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DOUBLE SUNS BLPZEP UPON 
PPOSPEP/TY WELLS... BBNtSHEP 


THE SHBPOWS...PPIEP MEN'S 
SWEPT TO B CHQFING. SPLTV 
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P PIZZYING. WORPLGSS THRUM 




R PRRKNESG ECHOING WITH 
THE SOFT, WET SOUNPS OF 


RHYTHMIC MOVEMENT ~ 2 


BUT 


THRT 


PRY 


EVEN 


RT 


RYL/GHI 


GHRPELEGS NOON 


G 


THERE 


WRS 


PhRKNESG 
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WHAT 

time 

IS IT? 


ALMOST NOON. LOOK. \\ 

T KNOW VOU WERE 
UP LATE LAST NIGHT, / 
BUT-- y t 


— BUT I THOUGHT IT 
WOULP BE BEST IF THE 
STAFF SAW THAT YOU 
WERE IN ON THIS,TOO. 


HIROKI. GIVE 
TWO MINUTES TO 
GET PRESSEP. 
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NOT YET, Pr. REVNP 
BUT WE'VE GOT OUR 
BEST PEOPLE OUT 
LOOKING FOR HIM. 


IS THERE ANYTHING 
YOU CRN THINK OF THAT 
MIGHT HELP US LOCATE 
YOUR HUSBANP? SOME¬ 
THING YOU MIGHT NOT 
HAVE THOUGHT WAS 
IMPORTANT BEFORE? 


Oh. Ms. 
NOGUCHI* 
PIP THEY 
FINP MY 
KESAR? 




YES... WHAT'S 
HER NAME? 
THE YOUNG 
WOMAN WHO 
WORKS FOR 
FLY/NG *V7".. 
ROTH. 


zl 



WHAT WOULP ROTH 
BE POING ALL THE WAY 
UP IN IWA GORGE ? 
ACKLANP POESN'T HAVE 
ANY HERPS WITHIN TWEN 
TY KLIKS OF THERE. 
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NO. YOU'P EQY THE LIFE FORM 
WPS PIECOVEREP FRR FROM 
WHERE YOUR HERP WRE PRETUREP. , 


BUT WHY 
WOULP HE 
REPORT IT 
RT RLL? 


TO COVER HIE REE. GRY 
HIE RHYNTH PO COME 
POWN WITH EOME UNKNOWN 
PIEEREE.HE'E PONE HIE 
PUTV— HE REPORTEP THE 
PIECOVERY. HOW WRE HE 
TO KNOW HIE HERP HRP 
COME IN CONTRCT WITH RNY 
THING UNUEURL? 



EO WHRT'G 
OUR NEXT 
MOVE? ^ 


WE TRLK TO ROTH 
FI RET, THEN RCKLRNP. 
IF RNYTHING HRE 
HRPPENEP TO REVNR, 
v HE'LL PRY. 


' HE EE NT % 
REVNR ON R 
WILP EOOEE 
CHREE-- > 
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LOOK RT THIS, IKEPA' VO 
YOU KNOW WHRT THIS IS? 
THIS IS ON HONEST-TO- 
GOP ALIEN SPACESHIP-- OR 
V WHAT'S LEFT OF IT. . 


THIS WASN'T BUILT IN 
DETROIT, OR OSAKA, OR 
EVEN SEOUL. WE'RE TALKIN 
UFOs — CHARIOTS OP THE 
GOPS.' -__ 




HOLT—.' WHEREVER 
HE CAME PROM .THEY 
GROW 'EM B/G! 


T THINK 
HE'S PEAR 
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HOW'S OUR 
PPSSENGER? 


STILL SNOOZIN'.IT'S R 
WONPER HE'S EVEN RLIVE.THRT 
PIPN'T LOOK LIKE NO "WflLK- 

flwwy" LONGING book there. 


X PON T KNOW— IT LOOKEP 
TO (VIE LIKE THE LRNPING 
WRS OKRV, BUT SOMETHING 
HRPPENEP BFTER HE TOUCHEP 
POWN. V 
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HONEV. VOU RNP 
BOBBV GET IN 
v THE HOUSE— y 


RKKi 



h/^>tTYV i 

A*, 






KHwjX 


WOM-- N 
WHRT---?. 


RUN, 

BOBBV 
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BUT IT'S NOT 
MY FAULT—X WR5 
JUST FOLLOWING 
ORPERS.Mk PCKLANP 
TOLP ME TO- . 


' HEY, NOGUCHI — ^ 

X THOUGHT A MAN 
HAP R RIGHT TO BE 
PRESENT WHEN HIS 
ACCUSERS WERE TESTf 
FYING AGAINST HIM. 



° FRONTIER JUSTICE," EH? 
YOU REPLLY THINK YOU'VE 
GOT THE BROKING TO MAKE 
CHRRGES STICK? IN CRSE 
YOU HRVEN'T NOTICED, (Vte . 
NOGUCHI, YOU RREN'T EX- 
RCTLY THE MOST POPULRR 
PERSON IN THIS SETTLE¬ 
MENT. 


YOU'RE RIGHT—T'M JUST 
THE NEW BOSS, BUT POC 
REVNR HRS BEEN HERE SINCE 
THE BEGINN1NG--TRERTINGTHE 
RRNCHERS'STOCK, TREATING 
THEIR FAMILIES - - 



NEEP 


OR WERE YOU PLANNING TO 
TRY ME IN ABSENTIA ? NO— 
THAT COULPN'T BE IT—YOU 
NEEP A JUPGE TO HOLP A 
TRIAL . I HRVEN'T SEEN RNY 
JUPGES WRNPERING RROUNP 
PROSPERITY WELLS. HRVE 
YOU? 


YOU'VE VIOLATEP 
COMPANY POLICY 
ANP JEOPARPIZEP 
THE SECURITY OF 
THIS COMPLEX ANP 
ITS PERSONNEL, 
RCKLANP. I FIGURE 
THAT'S ALL THE 
LEGAL AUTHORITY 


--PEUVERING THEIR 
BABIES. SO FAR , THE 
POC'S JUST LI5TEP 
AS MISSING. BUT IF 
HE TURNS UP PEAP, 
WHO PO YOU THINK 
FOLKS ARE GOING TO 
S1PE WITH • YOU — OR 
HIS GRIEVING WIPOW? 


76 

















































































































































X MEANT TO TELL 
VOL), BUT WITH EVERY* 
THING THAT'S BEEN 
HAPPENING.,. 




THOSE RHYNTH ARE 
GDI NO TO BE HELL TO 
MANAGE RFTER STANPING 
IN THE BUNG ALL PAY' 


WE HAP NO WRY OF 
KNOWING WHETHER 
THOSE RHYNTH WERE 
INFECTEP OR NOT'X 
PIPN'T WRNT TO PELAY 
THE WHOLE OPERATION- 


^PIPN'T IT OCCUR TO ^ 
YOU THAT TROUBLE 
WITH y OUR HERP COULP 
BE THE REASON THE 
LECTOR'S ST/LL PARKEP 
. OUT THERE? j 


0'QIPE FSATI9NS' 
PEOLILOINIS <1 


/ LOOK , X PIPN'T EXPECT \ 

[ THE POC TO GO OUT 
V LOOKING FOR MORE OF ) 
\ THOSE THINGS— y 


BUT IF HE PIP, 
YOU WRNTEP TO 
MAKE SURE HE 
LOOKEP IN THE 
WRONG PLACE 


(300P. PON'T 
WASTE YOUR 
TIME WITH 
CONOVER— 
TALK TO 
STRRNR8ERG 


COLLINS i WHY HASN'T \ 

THE LECTOR TAKEN ITS 
FIRST LOOP BACK TO 
ITS ORBITER7 


THEN SENP 
SOMEONE OUT 
THERE TO TALK 
TO THEM IN 
PERSON' 
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...the ^ 

COMPANY ' 
HRS 

BILLIONS 
INVESTEP- 


Ms. NOGUCHI, 
REPORT TO THE 
MEP CENTER— 
IMMEPIATELV' Ms. 
NOGUCHI TO THE 
MEP CENTER' 


INCOMING 

MESSAGE 


NBCUCHI-MACMIKO 

r - m 




HEY, Ms. 
NOGUCHI i LOOK 
WHRT we 
FOUNP L 


the specimen 

RPPERRS TO BRERTHE 
R MIXTURE OF 
METHRNE WITH TRACES 
OF OTHER COMMON 
. ELEMENTS ... V 


so 

MUCH FOR 
GJUARAN- 
TINE ... 


R CHRNCE ENCOUNTER WITH 
INTELLIGENT XTs WRS CON- 
S/REREP 50 REMOTE THRT THE 
COM PR NY'S OFF -PLRNET 
MRNURL CONTRINEP ONLY ONE 
LINE ON THE SUBJECT- 


" RVOIP PIRECT CONTACT 
UNTIL SPECIALLY TRAINEP 
PERSONNEL ARRIVE ON THE 
SCENE." ____ 


WE WERE RBOUT TO WRITE 
R WHOLE NEW CHRRTER. 
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WE FOUNP A SHIP, 
TOO' IT'S MOSTLY 
BLOWN TO SHIT. BUT 
WE SHOULD SET P 
SALVAGE TEPIVI UP 
k THERE... 


YEAH.HE HAP 
US WORRIED FOR 
P WHILE , BUT 
MIRIAM HERE 
SLAPPEP TOGETHER 
THAT BREATHER, 
ANC7 HE'S BEEN 
POZIN' EVER SINCE. 


NEGATORY. BUT > 
IWA GORGE CONNECTS 
WITH A MAZE OP 
CANYONS ANP ARROYOS 
IT'S AN EASY PLACE 
TO GET LOST IN . >< 


^ IF YOU WANT, X ^ 
CAN GO BACK UP FOR 
ANOTHER LOOK. JTUST 
VO ME ONE FAVOR-- 
F1NP SOMEONE OTHER 
THAN SPANNER TO 
v SENP WITH ME. > 


ANY 

IPEA WHAT 
IT IS, 
POCTOR? 


Hmm? X'M > 

SORRY, X'M NOT 
THINKING CLEARLY 
TOPAY— X'M 
WORRIEP ABOUT 
KESAR... ^ 


' ANY CONNECTION N 
BETWEEN THIS PNP 
THOSE "UNCLASSIFIEPS 
ROTH BROUGHT IN 
YESTERPAY T 
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THIS IS 
FRMH-IAR...IVE 
SEEN IT SOME¬ 
WHERE ... 


QUITE AN RRSENPL. THIS 
GUV'S NO EXPLORER. 
THIS IS STUFF YOU'R 
PRCK FOR R HUNTING 
TRIP.., OR RN INM&/ON. 


lUO^rlr- ; 


I I70N T THINK THIS IS 
HIS FIRST TRIP TO RYUSHI, 
EITHER . X CRN'T PLACE 
THE REST OF THIS STUFF, 
BUT THIS STRRP IS 
C7&F/N/TEL.Y RHYNTH- 
fK HIRE/ 


BUT IF THIS GUV--OR OTHERS 
LIKE HIM HPVE BEEN HERE 
BEFORE , WHV HAVEN'T WE SEEN 
RNV SIGN OF THEM? RNP VO 
THEY HRVE ANYTHING TO VO 
WITH THE CRITTERS ACKLANP'S 
PEOPLE FOUNP 7 
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WHAT 

HAPPENED? 


IT'S THE SHELPON 
BOV.CAME R1PING 
INTO TOWN LIKE A 
MBNMC' WOULDN'T 
STOP FOR NO ONE ^ 
. UNTIL HE— if 



S MONSTERS/ \ 
9hufF = THEY N 
K1LLEP MOM ANP 
9hufT = PA PL AT 
FIRST WE COULPN'T 
SEE 'EM,BUT THEN 
THEY KILLEP MY > 
S. POO/ y 


WHAT'S 


THAT, 


SON? 
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— we MUST 
ASSUME AN 
ATTACK IS 
IMMINENT. „ 


X CALLEP A TOWN MEETING 
TO FILL EVERYONE IN ON 
WHAT WRe HAPPENING . 


IT SOUNPEP UNBELIEVABLE, [A 
EVEN TO ME. BUT, AFTER 
WE WERE UNABLE TO REACH Ik 
THEM BY RAPtO, I HAP fKEPA 
PO A FLY-BY OF THE SHELPON ‘"““ l 
RANCH. THE HOUSE WAS IN FLAMES. 
ANP THE FAMILY'S BREEP/NG 
STOCK HAP ALL BEEN SLAUGHTERER, 


APP TO THAT OUR 
" PATIENT " IN THE 
MEP CENTER. ANP- 




Me. SHIMURA IS IN CHARGE 
OF SECURITY, all able- 
BOPIEP PERSONNEL WILL BE 
EXPECTEP TO TAKE A SHIFT 
ON WATCH . ANYONE NOT ON 
PUTY WILL REMAIN WITHIN 
THE MAIN COMPLEX. 


THERE IS 
A THIRTY- 
THREE- 
HOUR 
CURFEW 
IN EFFECT 
AS OF 
NOW. 



PS-0S79S 


FEW OF THE RANCHERS HAP WEAPONS OF 
THEIR OWN, ANP THE CORPORATE ARMORY 
CONS/STEP OF FIFTEEN SCATTER-GUNS-- 
PRIMARILY FOR USE AGAINST FIRE-CRAWLERS 
ANP BRIAR-WOLVES —ANP TEN PISTOLS EAR- 
MARKEP FOR A POLICE FORCE THE TOWN 
HAP NEVER NEEPEP. 


PROSPERITY WELLS WAS NEVER 
INTENPEP TO BE A FORTRESS, BUT 
THE RANCHERS. UNPER H/ROKt'S PIREC- 
TION, SET UP AN APMIRABLE LINE OF 
PEFENGE 


83 































































































































































































































v\ 


FPCEt? WITH P COMMON THREPT. 
THE RPNCHERS PNC? THE COM- 
PPNY STpFF COOPERPTEC? PS 
THEY NEVER HPC? BEFORE. 




UH.WE CAN'T F1NR COUINS. 
NO ONE HAS SEEN HIM SINCE 
THIS AFTERNOON WHEN YOU 
SENT HIM OUT TO THE LECTOR 


\ WE'LL HAVE TO ASSUME 

OUR ATTACKERS HAVE 
TAKEN THE TWO RANCHES. 
AS FOR REVNA,COLLINS IS 
HER FRIENR—HAVE HIM 
GO POWN ANR TALK TO 


MOST EVERYONE'S IN FROM THE 
OUTLAYING RANCHES, Ms. NOGUCHI. 
TWO RON'T ANSWER OUR SUMMONS— 
OUR ONLY LOCPL HOLROUT IS Rr. 
REVNA . SHE REFUSES TO BE MOVER 

TO THE MAIN 
BUILRING 





OKo>y... X CAN SEE YOU'VE 
MARE UP YOUR MINR. BUT 
TAKE THIS . I'LL CALL THE 
SENTRIES RNR LET THEM 
KNOW YOU'RE ON YOUR WAY. 


RIGHT. HAVE WEAVER 
SET UP THE SAT- LINK 
WITH EARTH AS SOON AS 
THE SUNS SET. EXPLAIN 
OUR SITUATION . ANR ASK 
THEM TO CUT A PEAL FOR 
V MARINE SUPPORT. 
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NOW THE SUNS WtNKEP MOCKINGLY FROM 
THE HORIZON--GLOATING THAT THE 
PASSAGE OF A SINGLE PRY COULP TRANS' 
FORM PROSPERITY WELLS FROM A PLACE 
OF CELEBRATION TO AN ARMER CAMP. 



r —BUT HE IS HARKING 
REMARKABLE PROGRESS. 
HIS RESPIRATION HRS PEEP- 
. ENEP. ANP X BELIEVE TWO OF 
'THE BROKEN RIBS RRE HEAL- 


' AH, Ms. NOGUCHI/ 
COME TO CHECK ON 
THE PATIENT? HE IS 
STILL NOT FULLY AWAKE 



POCTOR, I'P LIKE TO MOVE 
YOU ANP OUR "VISITOR" TO 
THE MAIN COMPLEX. THE 
SECURITY IS BETTER THERE, 
ANP — 


THRNK YOU,BUT 
X PREFER TO REMAIN 
HERE. EVERYTHING 
X NEEP TO LOOK AF¬ 
TER MY PATIENT IS 
HERE — 



--BESIPES.THIS IS 
WHERE MY KESAR 
WILL COME WHEN HE 
RETURNS.? WILL WAIT 
v HERE FOR HIM. > 


VERY WELL. 
POCTOR. BUT X'M 
POSTING A GURRP 
. OUTSIPE . . 


full \1' 



1 

Ml || 




m \\ 

/ 




-n<Av it? j/y ——I \ \V 

^ V, ]/ rV \ 

/ \\ 

vl a. )< 





MAYBE WE WERE ALL. FOOLING 
OURSELVES. WE HAS NO WAV OF 
GUESSING THE ENEMY'S STRENGTH 
OR INTENTIONS —NO CLUE AS TO 
ITS TACTICS OR STRATEGIES. 
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i n n mn ; 


mnpni 


HI, 

RILEY. HI 
MRSON. 


Ms. NOGUCHI— 

Mr. SHIMURH GRIP 
YOU WERE COMING. 
I'M TO ESCORT YOU 
TO THE LECTOR. . 


IN R SENSE. THE INVRPERS—IF THRT’S 
WHRT THEY WERE—HRP RLRERPY 
WON. THE MERE FRCT OF THEIR EXIS¬ 
TENCE HRP P/SRUPTEP OUR LIVES PNP 
PUT US ON THE PEFENS/VE. 


KS> 





r X THINK THOSE 
XTs ARE GONNfl 
TAKE ONE LOOK RT 
, PROSPERITY WELLS 
L RNP GO BACK HOME. 
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WE'P PONE OUR BEST, >, 
WITH UMITEP PERSONNEL BNP 
RESOURCES, TO FORTIFY PROS- 


TNVAPERS." WE COULP 
HAVE SAVEP OURSELVES 
THE TROUBLE — 


— WE WEREN'T THE 
TARGETS OF THE 
"INVASION ." WE WERE 
MERELY BYS TANPERS 
CAUGHT BETWEEN TWO 
OPPOSING FORCES' 


HULKING, HUMANOIP 
WARRIORS UKE OUR "PATIENT " 
IN THE MEP-CENTER — 

— — a » x 


— ANP THE SILENT, EYELESS 
MONSTERS THAT HPUNTEP 
MY PREAMS. 
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PERHAPS IT WAS THIS CONNECTION TO 
MV NIGHTMARES—AS WELL AS THE 
FACT THAT THE MONSTERS HAR KILLER 
MASON —THAT PRERISPOSER ME AGAINST 
THEM... - - 



ON THE OTHER HANR, 
THE "WARRIOR" HAR 
SAVER MY LIFE —ANR 
IT WAS MORE HUMAN 
THAN ITS ...HIS... 
ARVERSARIES. 


MAYBE IT WAS JUST HIS RESEMBLANCE TO MV 
MENTAL PICTURES OF THE SAMURAI ANR WARRIOR 
MONKS WHO PEOPLER THE STORIES FROM MV CHILR- 
HOOP 


. .imiim\mw\\\wm\\Krcvrcw 



xtNoY 
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HE HRP NOT 
CHOSEN 0 
"GOOP" 
FIGHT... 


... NOR HRP HE RLLOWEP 
FOR RNV OUTCOME 
OTHER THEN VICTORY . 


THERE'S R BIG PIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
HEROISM RNP STUPIPITY. IN THE ENP, 
THE " WRRRfOR " GRINEP NOTHING BUT 
R GLORIOUS-RNP POINTLESS — PERTH 


X PIPN'T LOOK BRCK. 

X HRP LERRNEP R LONG 
TIME RGO: NEVER RLIGN 
YOURSELF WITH R LOSER. 


wm 


/IvJ 

fmsSpjMi 
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JESUS... ^ 
WHERE'I? 1 
THEY ALL / 

. < 30 ? .41 


I PONT KNOW. 

-/ ONE MINUTE THEY WERE 't 

1 ALL ABOUNP US—THE NEXT THEY 
\ SWARMEPOUTTA HERE LIKE MAP BEES. A 


ANYWAY, WHO CARES? % 
LET'S GET OUT OF HERE.' 1 
THIS WAY —THROUGH THE j 
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PIT THIS POINT 
I'P BELIEVE 
ANVTHING ‘ * 


MACHIKO...T ^ 
NEVER THOUGHT 
WE'P BE FRIENPS, 
BUT... uh... TAKE 
CARE OF VOURSELF, 
. PILL RIGHT? A 


iPESUSOWD, 


I REAPVOU, 
MACHIKO. WHERE 
ARE VOU ? 




X'lVl RPPRORCHING THE 
EOLITH LOCK. LISTEN—WE'RE 
IN RERL TROUBLE. YOU'RE 
NOT GOING TO BELIEVE 
WHRT WE'RE UP RGRINST— 


HIROKI 
WHRT RRE 
YOU — ? 


WE'RE WELPING THE INNER 
POORS OP THE WEST LOCK 
SHUT. WE'LL HOLP THEM OPP 
RS LONG RS POSSIBLE — 
THOUGH X WISH WE COULP 
SEE WHRT WE'RE SHOOTING 
V RT. A 


HIROKI, NO f > 
THERE'S GOT 
TO BE RNOTHER 
WRY—BES1PES, 
THE LECTOR'S 
NO...uh-oh... A 
RILEY T 


THE HUtyRN MtNP S R&fLtTY 
TO SORT RNP COLLRTE 
INFORMRTION IS NOTHING 
SHORT OF RMRZtNG ... 




j} 

pa 

■ IJ 


| 

tCji; 


s* 

■ 








l A'* 





Cl 

[(IIP 

2 


IS 

Ran 
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... I WAS LISTENING TO HIROKI'S voice on the 
COM, THE SOUNP OF GUNFIRE ECHOEP THROUGH 
THE STREETS OF THE COMPLEX, MV HERRT WPS 
POUNCING LIKE THUNPER IN MV CHEST-- 




IT WASN'T MINE-- 
ANP IT CERTAINLV 
WASN’T RILEV’S. 


FAINT 
THOUGH 
IT WAS, 
IT WAS 
ENOUGH. 



INVISIBILITY. THAT'S HOW 
THE " WARRIORS ” HAP GOTTEN 
PAST OUR PEFENSES . 


BUT INVISIBILITY HAS 
LITTLE MEANING TO CREA¬ 
TURES WITH NO EVES. 
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THIS IS THE FE6I7 
FROM THE SECURITY 
CFMERA ON THE 
SOUTHWEST SIPE OF 
THE TOWER. T'VE 
BOOSTED THE SAIN 
PS MUCH PS 
POSSIBLE -- 
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WHO OWNS 
THE PRETEST 
HOVER BIKE? 


TEN CUPS! 
SHE'S NOT THINKIN 
OP GOINS OUT 
. THERE, IS y 
Cw SHE—T 


THAT'S /T?* YOU'RE 
TPKING OPF? WHRT 
ABOUT THE PEST OF 
US? X THOUGHT YOU 
WERE SUPPOSE? TO 
BE /N CHPRGE — 
WHERE'S YOUR SENSE 
OF RESPONSIBILITY? 


WHERE'S 

IT 

PARKED? 


ERST > 
LOCK. KEY'S 
IN THE IG¬ 
NITION. > 
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Okay. IF YOU 
HAVEN'T GOTTEN 
MY SIGNAL IN 
TWENTY MINUTES, 
THIS POOR GETS 
WELPEP SHUT RNP 
NO ONE COMES IN OR 
GOES OUT UNTIL THE 
MARINES GET HERE.. 


THE COAST 
IS CLEAR — 
FOR NOW. 


WHAT 

ABOUT 

YOU? 





X'P HLWFYE 
BELIEVER 
REVENGE TO 
BE R HOT- 
BLOOPER I 
RCTfON — f 


— RN IN-THE -HERT- 
OF - PHSGtON KINO 
OF FEELING — 
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^ Pr. ^ 
REVNR 
X FORGOT 
RU- RBOUT 

her/ y 


—SOMETHING THRT WOULC?OVER¬ 
WHELM R PERSON RNP CLOUP HER 
JUDGMENT. . 


..X KNEW EXRCTLy 
WHRT X WRS POtNG. 


linnir~ nr. 


Pr. REVNR' 
IT'G ME— 
MRCH/KO' 


m 

5gK 


v 


/\ J 

r \/i 
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TELL ME, MIR1RM, THE 
UNCLRGGIFIEPG ROTH 
BROUGHT YOU—KEGRR'G 
REPORT GRIP HE THOUGHT 
THEY MIGHT TRRNGM1T 
EGGG, OR GPOREG, TO 
HOST BOPIEG, 


IG \T POGGIBLE 
THRT WHEN THOGE 
GPOREG GREW 
UP,THEY'P LOOK 
LIKE THIGT 



IT IG IMPOGGIBLE 
TO GRY. WHY VO 
YOU RGKT 


X THINK RCKLRNP'G ^ 
RHYNTH WERE 1NFECTEP, 
OR tMF>&&<3NGTBP>, BY 
THEGE THINGG, RNP THEY'VE 
GPRERP IT TO RLL OF THE , 
HERC7G ON THE GHIP-- A 
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C'MOM, MIRIRIVt.' 
WHILE THESE TWO 
VBC1VE WHO'S THE 
MOST MGCHO, WE'VE 
GOT WORK TO VO i 




If: 
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X WPS RIGHT PBOUT THE 
LIVESTOCK. BEING PENT UP 
PLL PPV UNPER BETH CVGNPS 
GLPRE HPP LEFT THE HERP 
RESTLESS PNP IRRITRBLE. 


NOW, SPURREP ON 
BT THE LOW- FLYING 
COPTER, THEY PUR¬ 
SUER P STRPtGHT- 
LINE COURSE FOR 
FREE POM. 


fur or A> "liNl 

r 0 U 7°V 
IQ ty J ** x 

f/mS) a 




\° \ / - ° ! 1 

< n l iOui LJI 
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c 1 

H H v H u 

flfl I 'QQq 

Jy py 

i— 1 Mi J o ff H H 


* H a a 
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Vj^v < ? O o E3B 


Mr5S £A /oTH^ 
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X COULP HERR THE THUNPER 
OF HOOVES RNP THE BELLOWING 
OF THE RHVNTH CLERRLY RBOVE 
THE POUNP/NG OF THE COPTER'S 
BL PIPES. 


X HRPN'T TOLP RNYONE BUT WERVER 
FI BOUT MY PLRN, BUT X HRP TO BE¬ 
LIEVE THRT BY NOW EVERYONE RT 
THE ERST LOCK HRP FIGUREP OUT 
WHRT WRS HRPPENING. 
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PRE YOU CRAZY? 
MIRIPM— THO^E THINGS 
PRE THE REASON 
WE'RE IN THI^ MESS i J 




BUT THPT 
ONE RISKED 
H/S LIFE TO 
SAVE MINE' 


RLE A EE. 
MFCHIKO. 




AS YOU GO THROUGH 
LIRE , YOU MR HE RULES 
FOR YOU REEL F—LI HE 
NOT RLIGN/NG YOURSELF 
WITH LOSERS — _ 


R --RNP SOMETIMES THE RULES 
| GO OUT THE WfNCPOW. 

y\A Y i/ is v v 
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SOMETIMES WE 
CHOOSE WISELY. 
RNP THE RESULTS 
RLERSE US. 


OTHER TIMES 
OUR CHOICES 
GET US INTO 

TROUBLE. 


THERE F)RE 
TIMES WHEN 
WERE FORCER 
TO MRKESPLfT- 
SECONR 
REdSfONS. 








































































































































T PON'T KNOW 
WHETHER THE 
PECISION TO RES¬ 
CUE THE BROKEN - 
TUSKEP WHRR/OR 
WHS H GOOP CHOICE 
OR H BRP ONE. 


I PO KNOW IT WHS RCH’HZV 
ONE. IT WHS RN IMPOSSIBLE 
RESCUE-EVEN H TBFUNEP 
PILOT WOULP HRVE BHLKEP. 


BUT THE WRRRtOR HRP 
PROVEP HIMSELF 
PfFFERENT FROM 
THOSE OF HIS K/NP WHO 
HRP KILLEP HIROKIRNP 
THE OTHERS. BVSRV/NG 
__ MIRIRM S L lFE... 


...RNP, LIKE 
HIROKI, HE 
REFUSEP TO 
GIVE UP FIGHTING. 
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— ANP HE 
POESN'T UNPER- 
STANP A WORP 
YOU'RE — 


THIS IS ^ 

RtP/CULOUS, MIRIAM! 
T CAN'T HOLP US HERE 
v MUCH LONGER-- > 


NEVER 

MINE?/ 

HRfVG 

or*: 


GRAB 

THE STRUT/ 
WE'LL TAKE 
YOU TO 
SAFETY/ 


OH, 

SHIT 


X RERCTEP INSTINCTIVELY. 
JERKING THE CONTROLS, 
PNC? THE COPTER SPUN 
ON ITS RXIS — JUST LIKE 
R HOVER BIKE. 


119 


















































IT'S P COf>T£&' 
IT'S COMING THIS 
WAV/ 


T THINK 
THSV SEE 
US,TOM- 




' M '€[ UYv > 1^ J 

V XT ^ 
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T SHOULD HAVE 
GUEBSEP rr'tP BE 
YO£/. YOU'RE LUCKY 
TO BE GUVB. j 
►v LflPY/ ^ 


iJEBUG, ^ 
WHO THE 
HELL TBUGHT 
YOU TO 
w FLY? 


WHERE'E 
MIRIAM? 


^ LETGGET ^ 
OUT OF HERE ' 
WE'RE GONNP BE 
UP TO OUR EYE¬ 
BALLS IN BUGS 
. 1KJ A MINUTE/ > 


WHERE'S 

MIRIAM? 




WHO? 
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SOMEONE WHO 'P PEPENPEP ON ME 


Oh, ' 
MIRIAM...T'M 
SORRY... , 


GRAB THE 
STRUT— WE' LL 
PULL YOU TO 
SAFETY. 
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^ ORE YOU SAVINS 
THEV LET THOSE BUGS 
LOOSE ON A POPULATE? 
PLANET SO THEV COULP 
^ HUNT THEM? . 


I PON'T BELIEVE HIS ~ 
KINPA7V'S*V THERE WERE 
HUMANS ON RYUSHI.WE 
HAVEN'T BEEN HERE LONG-- 
X ROUBT WE WERE HERE THE 
LAST TIME THEV PROPPED IN. 


I PON'T BELIEVE HIS ~ 
KINP*7VS*V THERE WERE 
HUMANS ON RVUSHI.WE 
HAVEN'T BEEN HERE LONG-- 
X ROUBT WE WERE HERE THE 
LAST TIME THEV PROPPEP IN. 


CONOVER PNC? STRPNRBERG WERE 
THE LPST TWO PEOPLE IN PROSPER/TV 
WELLS Z'R HPVE WISHER TO BE 
STRPNRER WITH. BUT NOW THPT M'RIPM 
WPS REPC?. THEV WERE THE LPST 
TWO PEOPLE, _ W~ . IT 


SOMEHOW, THEV R MISSER 
THE EVENTS OF THE PPST 
TWENTV-EIGHT HOURS. X 
BROUGHT THEM UP TO RPTE.. 


X TOLR THEM WHPT J KNEW OF 
OUR COMPPN/ON PNR HIS KtNR- 
HOW THEV HPR PRR/VER EQU/PPER 
FOR P SPFPRI. X EXPLP/NER MV 
THEORY PBOUT THE BUGS— PS 
THEY CPLLER THEM-PNR THE 
WPRRtORS BEING SOMEHOW CON¬ 
NECTER. _ 
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170 VOU 
THINK THE 
£T AMPEPE 
GOT THEM 
0LLT . 


THIS IS 
WHERE THE 
ST0/VJf>£C>E 
CAME 

THROUGH. y 


WOW/ 

WHEN VOU 
KILL SOMETHING,' 
VOU PONT/SOOfc. 

. n&ou/vc>. i 


VOU HAVEN'T 
EVEN SCRATCHED 
THE SURFACE' 


FOLLOW THE 
TOWER AROUNP— 
THE ERST LOCK 
V \S OPBt 0 / > 


ynnnnnnn^ 




u 

Ko° 

a 
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WELL , THE COLONISTS 
MOPE IT OUT SAFELY-- 
THAT'S THE MAIN THING. 
WE’VE GOT POWER HERE 
WATER, ONP FOOP. 


I GUESS WB'LC 
JUST SEAL OUR¬ 
SELVES IN ONP WAIT 
FOR THE MARINES. 


OP 





W&&/VG. THE 
MARINES AREN'T 
COM I NS, SEEMS 
'YOUR BOSS WANTS 
THE BU<SS/7£/t/^~ 


LET 

ME5EE 

THAT/ 


IjT , ! 

ill 

ii 

jj 

101111] 

ll 


1 




n 

r 







■*®=y= 








Ne ^°Sak2! q ij& 

^Ofr'«°No Gu ^ 




Pr^^fSXPSTo 

fesSSssa? 




S8ft* 



SCREW TtYfRT 
SHIT ' T SOY WE 
SCRAM OUT OF 
HERE ANP.73P/V 
THE COLONISTS' 


YEAH? ANP 
HOW LONG 
BEFORE THE 
BUGS SPREAP 
INTO THE 
V PESERTT > 



V)L_ —jj I 


iT^T-— 











%UMix 
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/ T £70N'T THINK n 
f THAT'P WORK , 
SCOTT. TOO MANY 
OF THEM WOULP 
GET AWAY. IT'S 
(SOT TO BE Feoff: 
V SOMETH I NO 

F/7S7-... y 


MAYBE OUR FR/EA/C? 
HERE HAS SOME 1PEAS- 
A PERTH RAY OR SOME¬ 
THING/ 


YOU TALKING 
ABOUT WHAT 
X TA//A/R 
YOU ARE? 
FORGET/T' j 


tc&ffz HAP THE \ HER FOOT WAS TJ 
?IGHT I PEA WITH JUST Feoff: TOO 

THE STAMPEPE— SMALL.YOU NEEP 
THEY'RE RUGS. I SOMETHING FcoFFS 
WHY NOT CRUSH EA3 EA/OUGH TO 

'EM? y TAKE OUT THE WHOLE 

^---A COMPLEX-RA/O THE 

^ ^ -\ LECTOR—AT ONCE. > 


SURE—WHAT'RE 
YOU GONNA PO? 
BURN POWN THE 
WHOLE COMPLEX? 


PON'T 
HOLP 
| OUT ON 
ME, 

f CONOVER/ 
IF YOU 
KNOW A WAY 
TO STOP THOSE 
THINGS ,YOU'P 
BETTER TELL 



—TOM' 

WHR~? 


YOU KNOW 
HOW MANY 
GHRREG X 
HAVE RIPING 
V ON- y 


A/^A/ys/G/ 
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OH, GOP,.. 
TOM. vTGSUS 


WE WERE TOGETHEP 
ON THE LECTOR.THRT 
MERNS Z'YE GOT ONE 
. INSIPE ME .TOO. 


VOU PON'T OFT IT, 
P>0 YOU? WHRT 
HPPPENEP TO TO/VI 
THPT THING THPT 
WPG //VE/PE HIM... 


LOOK...uh,X > 

KNOW STRRNPBERG 
WPG VOUR FRIENP, 
BUT YOU CRN'T GO 
TO PIECES VET. T 
NEEP VOU FUNCTION¬ 
ING. > 


BEFORE STRRNPBERG... 
uh, HE WPG RBOUT TO TELL 
ME SOMETHING—SOMETHING 
THPT COULP WIPE 
BUGS... 


VOU'RE NOT 
PERP YET, 
CONOVER— RNP 
WE STILL NEEP 
VOUR HELP. 
WE'RE RLL IN 
THIS TOGETHER. 


RNP IF I 
POH'T HELP 
YOU T THINK 
VOU CRN 
THPEPTEM 
ME MOW? 



NO. BUT 
MRVBE X 
CRN HELP 
VOU. 


HELP ME ? MOW? VOU 
R POCTOR? VOU GONNR 
PERFORM SUPGEPY RNP 
MRKE ME RLL &ETTEP? 


NO... X CRN'T 
PO THPT BUT 
VOU CRN HRVE 
P SHOT PT 
REVENGE— . 



--RNP WHEN THE 
ENP COMES, X CRN 
MRKE IT QUICKER-- 
EPE/EP — FOR YOU 
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IKS 2 


m 

OKoy, EVERYTHING Q® 
YOU'LL NEEP IS ON THE V 

t7lgK - ~W 


1 THANKS, CONOVER. 


'GONNA BE TOUGH 
GETTING IN . " 


PON'T WORRY, WE'LL 
FINC? A WAY. " 


zzxx 


SCREW THE COMPANY, 

m, —axs 


X WAS JCOF-TS HOPINC 
YOU'P SAY THAT. " 


"X PON'T JCOff; POUBT 
THRT FOR A MINUTE.YOU 
KNOW, IF THIS WORKS, 
THE COMPANY'S GONNA 
BE PISSEP. " 



HERE'S A ‘COPP? 
A GOING-AWAY 
PRESENT— A MAP 
OF THE LECTOR. 


SOUNPS LIKE ^ 
EVERY ScoFF£ 
BUS IN THE PLACE 
IS TRYING TO A 
k SET IN. ^ 


ALMOST 


IT'S ALL > 
RIGHT-WE'RE 
REAPY TO 
^ GO- 


JCoFF£ X GUESS > 
£coFF-coFF£ IT'S 
TIME TO KEEP 
YOUR HALF OF THE 
BARGAIN,., IF YOU 
CAN. 


JESUS, IT'S WEIRP 
HEARING VOU& VOICE 
COME OUT OF H/M... 
;CoFF£ JUST THOUGHT 
OF SOMETHING... 7 C 0 FFC 
...WHAT IF HE'S/?E??4CV 
v flS//-;COff-COff; A 


X CAN MAKE 
IT QUICKER-' 

FOR YOU, 


Aw, x uhn— 
NEVER \ C?0 IT . 7 
MINP. 
rCoFFf / 
Uhnn... 7 / 


—X'LL ^ 
REMEMBER 
YOU. > 


NO. X N 
MAPE THE 
PROMISE. 
X'LL 
po it. y 
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IN THE 
MERNTIME 
MRCHiKO 
COULP BE 
HURT— 
OR 


THOEE HRE THE CHRNCEE 
EHE TOOK WHEN EHE 
RCCEPTEC? THE JOB. CH/- 
GUGR CORP. IE REEPONEI- 
BLE FOR THE ERFETY OF 
THE COLO/V/STS— NOT 
THE OTHER WRY RROUN&. 



Uh, LOOK , ^ 

YOU KNOW 
WHRT R HRRC7- 
REE NOGUCHI 
IE— > 


YOU BGSTRRP/TOU CRN'T 
EHOVE TRIG RLL OFF ON 
THE COMPANY —YOU HRP 
(VIE LIE TO ROC REVNR 
RBOUT WHERE WE FOL/NC? 
THOEE CRERTUREE/ RNC7 IT 
WRE YOUR IPER TO 
ENERK THO&E<S>\CK t 

rhynth paetqurr-I 

RNTINE^- 



YOU'17 

BETTER PRRY 
, EHE'G ETILL 
\ RL/\/£ WHEN 
THIE IE RLL 
/ OVER. y 


-X WRE JUET TRYING 
TO PROTECT (VTY 
INVEET(VlENT..uh .OUR 
w INVEET/V1ENTE... > 


' YOU CRN ERY 
WHRT YOU WRNT 
RBOUT NOGUCHI,RCKLRNC7, 
BUT WHEN IT CAME C7QWN 
TO IT, EHE RIEKEC7 HER 
LIFE TO SAVE RLL OF UE- 
v INCLUDING YOU/ fa 
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HIROKI HPP PIER FIGHTING 
FOR THE SPFETY OF THE 
COLONISTS... „ - - 


COLLINS... MPSON...RILEY... JOHNEON. 
PNP PLL OF THE OTHERS HPP GtVEN 
THEIR LIVES FOR THE CONTINUED 
EXISTENCE OF PROSPERITY WELLS . 


FROM THE TOP OF THE TOWER 
X LOOKER POWN ON THE PE- 
SERTEP SETTLEMENT. CRUGHT 
IN THE FIRST ROSY GLIMMERINGS 
OF PRWN, PROSPERITY WELLS 
LOOKER PS IT NEVER HPP. BE - 
NEPTH THE HPRSH GLRRE OF 
RYUSHI’S ROUBLE SUNS - 


— TRPNQU/L PNP COOL 
LIKE P PREPM... OR P 
MEMORY. --_- r 


IT WPS HPRP TO BELIEVE 
THPT IN PNOTHER HOUR 
IT WOULP PLL BE GONE . 
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o 



W4FV 


\/ 


is 

at 
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o 



CAN'T 
LEAVE YOU 
ALONE FOR 
A MINUTE, 
CAN X? _ 


STP^l 

CLOSING 
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LOOK— X > 
THINK YOU CAN 

ME — 


—HANG ON . HELP WILL 
BE HERE SOON . THE 
COLONISTS WILL COME 
TO SEE WHAT'S 
. HAPPENED... 


WOLP THE 
FORT. X'LL BE 
BACK ...7 HuK£.. 


...WHEN 
T'M PONE 
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RFTER THRT, THE COMPRNY 
PECLRREP PROSPERITY WELLS 
R "WF/TE-OFF. " THE COLONISTS 
WERE G/VEN PRSSRGE TO R 
FR/ENPUEF LOCRT/ON /A! THE 
R/GEL SYSTEM, RHP CH/GUSR 
CORR PULLEP OUTOFCVGN/. 


THEY WERE NICE 
ENOUGH, THOUGH — 
Z WPS OFFERER 
PRSSRGE BRCK TO 
ERFTH, RHP W/TH 
THE CREP/TS FROM 
THE BUY-OUT, T 
COULP HRVE 
STFFTEP FGR/A/. 


Z GUESS T 
SHOCKEP THEM 
WHEN Z SHIP Z 
WPS STFY/A/&. 
IT JUST SEEMEP 
THRT EVERYTHING 
TP EVER CRREP 
RBOUT -- OR 
LERPNEP TO 
CRRE RBOUT--WRS 
ON RYUSHf. 


THRT WRS TWO VEGRS RGO. 
"QUIET" POESN'T BEGIN TO 
PESCR/BE THE EXPERIENCE 
OF HRVfHG RN ENTIRE PCRNET 
TO ONESELF.BUT TVS GOTTEN 
USEP TO IT. / ----- 


BESIPES f T KNOW 
THRT BROKEN 
TUSKS PEOPLE 
WILL BE BRCK 
SOMEPRY WITH R t 
NEW &RTC7H i 
OF BUGS. 
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SELF-PESTPUCT/HG. THAT EXPLAINS 
WHY CHIGUSP'S CLEPN-UP SQUPP 
COULPN’T F/NP PHY 7PPCE OF P LPHPEP 
FOP THE BUG C 
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I M SURE THEY F/GUREP 
SOA4£TY///V<S WENT 
WRONG WHEN BROKEN 
TUSKANP H/S EOYS PIPN'T 
COME HOME - - _ 


WHATK/NP 


THERE'S 


NO 


TELLING 


OP RECEPTION 


GET 


BUT I 


I'LL 


PEEL 


OWE 


SOME K/NP OF 


TO &ROKE/V TUSH'S 


EXPLANATION 


I MUST BE CRAZY. TWO YEARS ALONE 
IN THE PESERT W/LL PO THAT TO YOU . 



— THOUGHI POUBT THEY HAVE ANY 
/PEA HOW&AS THAT "SOMETHING" WAS. 


I JUST PON'T WANT THEM TO 
THINK BROKEN TUSK WAS A FAILURE. 
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IJ 

i iu§ot 





EfHVt 

1 



r 

' 

o 

_ 

III 

1 




SI 




,/f /T 
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HI. MINC? 
IP I TflS 
ALONG? 
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MPY&E I'LL GET THE 


CHANCE 70 P/CK UP 


A FEW TROPHIES OF 

'35 vj&\ ^Ev r 

MY OWAY. 
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11 . 

a 'StscceesFL/L dc/A/rdE/?, 

W/Lt- f?d/0E TtS/<P--$TPtPEt> 
0TdA/£?W& /a/ THE 7P/0E 
MOPE 7dd/7 dA/Y TWEWV 
/E0EEP TPOPd/EE— 


dt-OA/E WITH A//A/E 07dEP YOddE 
dUA/TEPE, 7WV-0TP/PEE dd-S 
0EEA/ £dOEEA/ 7Z? ETdt-AY TdE 
M0&T PdA/EEPOUS PPEY TdE 
7~P/0E IMPPCCA0 ddVE EVEP 
EA/0C>{SA/TEREP>. 




-V- 


<-hz* -*■ 
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J PtPN'T 

' HEAP IT AHYMOPS, 
CAPTAIN. i/tuff; MAYBE 
we 6HOULP stop 

v A HP MAX'S- A y 

X. \STANP. 




r ipantt how 
MANY POUHPS 
YOU HAYS LBPT, 
v pfiWNce T , 




S 7 


/VMtfe THZ W&ffT CHO\CE-- 
JUST OHS TIMS — ANP 
yV\A'YS &?T IT BABY THE 
ffBsr os you* lips. 




IT ALL COMES Cfc?WN TO CHOICES. 
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1.66661?, 566 MAT 
INF0THE (ZXPS HAS 
tW-WHAT 17 ip Y0U 
. - 7 H /6 PW 6 T- 

;>- 0 * 0 . f <Y 


#YUSW,S\K. I'M 
AU&APy PULUN& 

. up me piles. . 


K&EP, 

CAPTAIN, 


r «tu n 
ffBAPY PC?* 7 HS 
/?e/!uy eoov> 
< N 6 W 6 ? ^ 


MUPPHY, 
TAKE US, 
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THANKS FOR HISTORY^ 

lesson, keep. since you 
know seme* about wmt 

Wg'ffg HEAPING INTO, YOU 
CAN WALK POINT. NOW, 

IF you Ph.P.S ARE REAPY 
SL TO Lt&TEN,,, & 


HERB'S ' 
WHAT WB 
KNOW ABOUT 
RYUSHI ... , 
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" the planet is claims? by 

THE CHIGUSA CORPORATION , 
But they Wt seem to 
KNOW yYHAT TO PO WITH IT. 
TOO HOT. TOO PRY. TOO FAX 
FROM THE COZE COLONIES. 


" THEY TZlE? SETTLING IT, BUT 
GAVE UP OH IT FOP SOME 
SEASON. NOW THESES ONLY 
ONE HUMAN INHABITANT 
LISTS?- 


"-A MACHlKO 
NOGUCHI-ANP 
WE'VE BEEN 
UNABLE TO 
CONTACT HEP. 




"THAT'S THIRTY- THREE 
HOURS ,LAPl£S AND 

gentlemen-nineteen 
OF IT DOUBLE -SUN 
PAYLI&H T. J HOPE YOU 
BROUGHT YOUZ 
SUNBLOCK. " 


SSA 


" LT. MURPHY WILL TAKE 
THE SHIP BACK TO SAFE 
ORBIT,ANO RENDEZVOUS 
WITH US WHEN SHE GETS 
OUR SIGNAL, OR IN ON£ 
PLANET PAY, WHICHEVER 
COMES FIRST. 
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j'u. sene a peppft'W 


TO CHI&USA CORP 
w Hen we get back 

■TO 7H£ SHIP- THEY 
MAY VWNT TCP 
NOTlPYANY NEXT 
. OP X IN- 


Fight. 
nets go 
pinp oup 

. XT$. > 


take us Pi&ur up t o 

THE FR0HT X&OP OP 
THE CABIN, FRANCE. 
\P ANYBOPY'S home, 
v THEY KNOW WE’RE 

V HERE- ^ 
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that eoss for the 
rest of you 
YOU ALL KNOW 
WHAT 70 LOOK 

for. ^> 


jr AMN, > 
HOW MUCH 
HOTTER ;5 
IT QCNNA 

k get? y 


'S H * Ar 
' &E 1 HNG 10 you , 
bowen f/mypg 
y^w'i? uix'f /i 
AWT HANKY TO 
V fiUT<?N >£?Wf? 

X. FOREHEAP. > 


EVERY MARINE’ ACROSS 
THE &ALAKY KNEW WHAT 
10 LOOK FOR. AfFTBR 
1HE "ACHERON FIASCO" 
ANP A COUPLE OF OlHER 
I NCI PENIS, 1HE CORPS 
FORCE? WEYLAN'YUTAN! 
1OO0U&H UP WHAT 
THEY KNEW ABOUT 
THE BUGS. 


THE COMPUTER 
RECONST RUCllONS 
THEY SUPPLIED 
WERE EXTREMELY 
PETAILEP-' 


THE COMPANY 
PlPN'T LIKE 
IT MUCH, BUT 
THEY WANTS? 

MARINE 
PROTECTION 
FOR THEIR 
COLONIES. 

1-T! 
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—ANP lOOKZV 
NOTHING AT 
ALL LIKE WHAT 
WE FOUNO. 


LZT‘6 PPOOEEV 
WITH CAUTION , 
^SEZ&SANT. y 


r ALL Pl&HT, LAMBS’. >OU 
HEAP? 'THE- CAPTAIN. BY 
THE BOOK. PAlP UP. 
SAF&TtBS OFF. FINGEP5 
V OFF THE TRI&&BP . 
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— BUT \F I WAS GONNA UAYIN 

wait, iv vo it prom ins vs 

THS SHIP. ONLY ROOM, FOR ON& 
MAN AT A TIMS “VO SNTBR 
.THROUGH THAT RBNT, PIUS". 


THOSB 


CUPPS WOUlP 
MAYS A SCOP SPOT 
FROM WHICH TO 
MOUNT AN AMBUSH, 
. £H, SBf&EANT? 


SfOSE SO, 
UeureNANT- 


— YOUV BB 
OUTTA THIS 

^Mr/rr. _ 


GOOP 

POINT, 
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WHAT'S THAT? 
SOM BTHIN& 

v Movevs > 


Ri&HT Ttf&e&C 


MAY&B IT WAS 
pbcw\n& TO 
BNTBff THB 
OBPBUCT 

SHIP-' 


YVHB OB 


X ALL ^ 

, ( pi&ht, eeez 

) I you PffBW 
\ROlNT. IN >OU 

GO. 

' J'U- mw™ 
Be ffiGHT mWM 

bbhino /w«iS 

v you. y(iioWf 


D 


gjggr -A 



*! m^-OP WAS IT IN CHOOSING 

h 



MT7 1 


K.*;iB T<S? £^/H£ TZ? /?yn5H' /AT 

h>. 

flgp/ 


Vi 

2^3 

^ut r 

' ^- 
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e&tse 

fneef&vop 

SHOOT I NO, 

you oiots: 


wnere? 


~IF -THSffc'P BEE* \ 

euos.bowbn.youo V 

MOST LIKELY BE VEAO 
BY NOW, THE WAY YOU / ' 
^YYSCB SHOO TIN&. v/ 

_ ' y r He ONiy^'i, 

( THIN& IN HERE ) 
WM \WA& THAT. V 


r But ^ 
THE(?£ 1 
were <»i£S, 
g Si*/ i 


U 6 Y/S 
WHAT /S 
. fff 


^ SAYS ^ 

Helens a 
'e/wtewoi* 
iNw&eNOue. 
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case?ul. looks 

LIKE IT SETS NASSOW 
^ UPAHEA-' ^ 


WHOA .WHAT'S 
THAT? 


IT AL-ALMOST 
LOOKS MM/tA/. 


* lOOK ^ 
AGAIN, KIP. 
THESE GUYS 
WOULP GIVE 
U&LY A BAP 
v NAME - / 


' AT LEAST ' 
WE KNOW WHAT 
THAT ESIAS 
WOLE WAS 
\ EATING. A 


W BUT THAT \ 
r THINS lOOKEP 
HAL?-STARVE?. 
WHY PlPN'T IT 
LEAVE THE SHIP 
■TO PINO MOSEj 

V poop? 


^HEY'iYE^ 
P&UNP J 
SOMETHING/ 






. v'SWj 

Wy/^M**w 

^Sgg^r-,.- v v In 

ms #■■*. . . r 1 

wl \ 

lx Gl\ 

J 





LtJ'/J 
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WE FOUNPA NON- 


surywor. hull 

CAYEO IN AHP 

CRU6HEO '(/VI. 

C0RR\OOR PEXP 
£NC». WHAT OO 
«?U KHVE H&?& 






-XT LEAST FOR NOW 
HIS.,, uf>, HER.../7S 
EREATHINS S V£Ry 
RAOSBO, EUTTH ERE 
ARB NO BROKEN 
BONES THAT 1 


U&LY SOU OF A 9UO*. N 

0UT 1 (guess THAT WONT 
MATTER TO THE SOYS AT XT If 
A COUPLE OF YOU BUILP A 
LITTER. LET'S SET THIS 
&UY TO THE TRANSPORT, a 


THEYLOOK 
WORSE WITH 
THEIR SKIN 

av. 


SAY, SAR&e?WHY 
00 YOU SUPPOSE 
THE BRIAR WOLE 
PlON'T EAT TA/Y& 
OH 6 ? 
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LOOK 
WHAT X 
POUNC, 
CAPTAIN. 


r WHA-* > 
CAPlSON, 

oer away 

PPOM THAT 
> THIN&/S 


r IT'S ALU ~ 
P/0HT, CAPTAIN 
GLASS-SHE'S 
L P04C?/ y 


^ WHOEVER OWNS 
THIS SHI?MUST 06 THE 
'72?W<&H£6T H£?/H0f?ES /N 

the galaxy. imagine 
KEEPING <swe OP these 

UPLIKGAPET' 


that DOESN'T LOOK ^ 
UKE >1 GST, ANP T'XT 1H6 

toughest home »?e >2? u'/?e 

EV6P GONNA MEET—ANP 

^oon't you Poz&er\ t.S 


r NOW, 
STOP 
CLOWNlN 
APOUNP- 


C%7N'T^v 

WANT ANYEOPY 
GOING NEAP THAT 
THING UNTIL LT. 
.SAL l HAS A LOOK 
AT IT. _ <T 


AW, CAPTAIN , YOU 
WORPY LIKE MY 

v momma— 
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YEAH, 

maybe. but it 

OOESN'T EXPLAIN 
WHy THE &P&$ 
PWT EAT HIM. 
,OOMEON NOW, 


^ IP THERE APE'* 
BUSS OOYYN THIS 
TUNNEL,THAT &?ULP 
EXPLAIN VVH/ THE 
W<?LF P/ITN'T 64T ^ 
THIS &UYS 
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Keep moving, caeeieTTi / 
eert to T»e a t vs there'Pe 

0U&S BACK THERES , 


r no: wait 

POP THE 
OTHERS TO 
^JOPM UP. 


WAIN IT, 

dowsns 

HOL.P HOUR 
POSITION / 


^ no, s«?S t* 

ipan+’f&OTTA 
GET TO THE 
atvanpthe 

±013 GUNS 


-I AIN'T GONNA 

eoToe to toe 

V WITH NO-y 


IMMm A 
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THkS T 
7 EXPLAINS WHY 
'THE 0P1AP WOLP 
STAYSP IN6IP& 
THE SHIP.., 
YOU CAN GET IN, 

V BUT YOU CAN'T 

V get out, y 


— WE A^OVS SLOWLY, \ 

anp we stay togsthep, N 

SHOOT ANYTH!Ti& THAT 

moves. weve leaving, 

AN? THE 0U&S AWT GOING. 

v to stop us. y 


' YEAH, WELL ^ 
THE WOLP WASN'T 
APMpO WITH A 
\PULSE PlPLE.^ 


cyy nzymD 

v / /T77/T. 


/Hymn 
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WH4 T > 
TH£'-?WHeZ£'P 
■7ff/4TC0M£. . 


PROM ? 


U-u 3 

































ANOTHER &AV VEC\$\OH. J 
SHOUIP HAVE LET “THE 
SOUAOCUT THgrtl Ct?VVN . 
EUT "THOSE WEREN'T OUR 
ORDERS. 


HELP. 


NO--MXP 

THEY'RE 
SURVIVORS 
FROM THE 


W£ WERE 
OH A 
MI 66 OH 
OF MERCK 
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v\\ \ \\ W \ \\..\\.\\\\ 


IF WEV WANPEREP INTO THE 
WIIPPLE OF SOME &RUZ&E 
FI&HT, T VYANTEPNOPART 
OF IT . 


UH.OAPTAlN. 


IT'S LOOKlN 

our way/ 


' MAYBE 
THEYJlAST 
WANT TO 

> 


<STANF 

T I&HT, 
FRANCE. 


XOH'T XV 

anything 

.STUPIP 


-ANP IT PIPIN'T LOOK 
AS IF &UR ASSlSnmCE 
WAS REOUlRBP. 
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a fibs t mebtins aerweeN mamkinp 

AHP IHTELLI&ENT XT5~. /*NP W£ _ 
eXPBCT&P WHAT T SBATITUPE, MAY0E f 


BUT THEY'BE AS MUCH 
MCN&TEBS AS THE AUEN 
BUSS THEY 0BCUSHTT 
WITH THEM - 
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Or'6 N<? 

&X>P,6\G. 

'THEry'V£ 

. V^NISHet?. 


N0, TH&y'RB 
STILL TH£ff£, 

L&essff, we 

Jl&T CAH'T-' 


~6B£ 

TH&/V1 




/ / V v "l 

/ vjl 


Uffr 7 | 




// X i 





r XV>\ N 

V \i 
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I NVI&&LS 


dU'T hot 
INVULN£G40L£ 


THAT /HAY 06 IA1fC?(?W(VT 
LATBG.WHAT<£> imr^taht 
RU3>HT A&H' \& 

OUT OB HBfTB. 
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HELL IF X KNOW, 
SERGEANT, 31TT 
WE'RE NOT WAITING? 
AROUND FOR AN 
EXPLANATION, 


WE'LL HEAP 
BACK TO THE 
NO&UCH I 
WOMAN'S 
CABIN— 





" -USE HER ANTENNA ARRAY TO BOOST A 
SIGNAL PAST O&NI MINOR'S INTERFERENCE. 
WE'RE CALLING MURPHY IN FOR A PUSC-OFF. " 



HOW CAN X KNOW, CLASS ? HIS BODY 
TEMPERATURE'S MUCH HIGHER THAN OURS, HIS 
BREATH!NO'S RAGGED, ASP HE SVNKS . BUT 
FOR ALL X KNOW THAT MIGHT BE NORMAL 
FOR HIM, 

GIVEN THE TROUBLE WE'YE ALREADY 
OFF THIS DU&WALL, 


COME ON, v —THE BRASS AT R$P WOULD HAVE 
SAL I. YOU OUR BUTTS- THIS \S AN IMPORTANT 
KNOW we DISCOVERY. SEE IF WE CAN'T KEEP 
CAN'T PO . HIM ALIVE AT LEAST UNTIL WE CAN 
THAT"y^OET HIM INTO HYPERSLEEP 
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THE KlP'S &OT A 
f&lNT, Slff.WE 
STUCK <PUt? NOSES 

in t He /uweue op 

SOMETHtHS WE 
CON'T UNPERSTANg 
THAT'S FOR SURE. 


tryins toIsusss v >iNt? >e?u saw h^Y /Inp c*?n't 

yVH/r 7W£ XT5 /Y/24 THEY WERE. HO CORSET" WBV 

OR MW'-r CO IS TELLING HOWOUICKLY NEVER 
A SUCKERS SET. A THEY CAN COVER 565 THEM 

OPEN OROUNV.^\^ COmN&^y 
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WHERE'R 
THAT SHOT 
COME BOOM? 


y^NO telungts 
LESSER WAS 
RIGHT. WE NEVER 
SAW THEM 
V. COMING/ y 


X 'THE YTS X 
' PROM THE SHIP-' 
THE ONES WHO 
KILLSV COGSLETT! 

THEY'RE OUT 
\ THERE SOME' A 
\ WHERE / S 


WHAT ^ 
IS IT? WHAT 
ARE WE 
SHORTING 
AT? < 


OOWN CRIES 
CROSSING 
pNES OR PiRE 
. ROHR IT ON' 


YOU'RE 
TELLING ME, 
&EYT THEM 
INTO THE 
ATV I'LL" 

J WHAT'S I 
%■ THAT R J 


' rrs 
murphy/ 
the SHIP IS 
< COMING.' 


jfr ~\ - 

k ; l 
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^ yours 
reuuN& me ? 

(SET BACK THERE 
ANP LAY POWN 
SOME COVERING 
■ PlRB / 


THB WHOLE MISSION HAP 
SONS TO*&>/., ANP NOW 
OUR RtPB ff/QO*? WAS GONE 


twice i hap i-er the xrs take us by 
surprise '- to control rHB bathtub. 
NO MORE. r^-r — s T^y — "T *— 


—wwwwwwm min i mm TUP / 


prom how oh, we wbrb 

SONG ro FIGHT the 
BATTLE ON Ot/fR TERMS 


we W£RB GOING ro 
SHOW THESE GUYS 
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN 
YOU MEGS WITH THE 
MARINES. 
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W& HAP 70 FI ftp A PLACE 
70 MAKE A STAftP — 


I UftPER&TOOP THE ftEEP 
FOR REVEft&E, &U7 I 
ALEO KNEW THE IMPORTANCE 
OF KEEP\ft& A CLEAR HEAP. 


\^m 


--AftP MAKE THE 
MCPftSTERS 

comet^ue. 



—11-1 


If®®* S*' 

ly' I 

i J 


































































































































































WE'LL PUT T HE MOTION 
PETBOTOR FIFTY YARPS 
OUT . THE ROW OF MIKES 
GOES RXSHT 0EH1NP IT. 


BUT WHATEVER HAP CAUSBP 
ITS PESTRUCTlON, WE FELT 
SETTER HAVIN& IT AT OUR 
0ACKS. IT MEANT THE MONSTERS 
COULP COME AT US FROM 
ONLY OHE PlRECTION. 


PROSPERITY WELLS . ONCE IT WAS a 

colony, now n was a junkyarp. 

IF ANYONE KNEW WHAT HAPPENEP 
TO IT,THEY HAPN'T FUT THE 
INFORMATION IN OUR COMPUTER. 
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r YBAH...CKAy.$AU. ~ 
MB6YSS\ ANP FRAHCe 
k Flf?3T, THEN >2?U , 

>?Nr cssc? ^ 


^yee ns 5H<?uu? uet 

/I &?UPLe OF THE -7GC&P6 

catch some "zs"-rHay'f?e 

UZ?<lf*s> PfPETTY &&&£&> 
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u«e i saw, 

17 COMBS C&WN 

70 cw?\ces. 


u 

i 

s' 

4} 

<1 X 


212 





























213 











































214 
































-anp see whose 
people show 

UP FIRST. 


TOOBTHER , WEV TAKEN CUT AN ENEMY 
THAT WOULP HAVE K'ILLEO US &OTH,ANP 
MAYBE AT THAT MOMENT Wg CAMS TO 

seme kinpofan i/*0&p&r>we?f/v&. 


OR/HAY&E WERE JUST TOO 
TlREP TO F\&HT EACH OTHER 
ANYMORE. 


&jt sometimes, 
CRAZY CHOICES 
ARE THE RIGHT 
ones-AT leAST 


THE 


IIS 


SHORT 


RUN 


EITHER WAY,THERE'S 
NOTHING TO HO NOW 
BUT WAIT — 





































script 

RANDY STRADLEY 

art 
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colors 
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lettering 
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title illustration 

DUNCAN FEGREDO 



jnchhbz wtaeup 
&W]NAT£P 0y 
rHe bu&&. 





















ACCOf&\H& TO 
HVfrr&? FOLKLOZB, 
th 6 evouv&P' 
s//HtO'T/)n’£&Hsc y 
ON A /HUiCT/TU0G 
OP WW?U*5. 
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"THIS YiORLP ABOUNP3 WITH 
POTENTIAL. WATER IS PLENTIFUL 
THE ATMOSPHERE IS CAPABLE 
of supporting life, anp 

THE TEMPERATURE 1$ STABLE, 
7H0U&h COUP BY HUNTER 
&TANPARPS, 


THE BUGS WOULPN'T 
CARE IP IT WAS HOT 
ANP PU&TY VATH NOTHING 
BUT CHLORINE 70 BREATHE. 


IN5IPS THE SHIP, THE 
HEAT RISES TO/HEET 
THE TENSION IEVEL AS 
THE HUNTERS APJUST 
THE THERMOSTATS ON 
THEIR BOPYMESH. 


TOPKNOT GIVES THE 
"REAPy" SIGNAL. 


WHETHER THE BUGS WERE 
PUT HERE INTENTIONALLY. 
OR IP THEIR PRESENCE 15 
THE RESULT OP THE KINP 
OF ACGIPENT THAT 
OCCURRED ON RyuSHI , I 


PPN'T KNOW. 








'Ki3tWyi 

i Tt'Vx y // 

y ]T/7m mM*" V* 

i \ | _ _ \ 





58mi^ra^^vr^E 

\ fByyJpy f X | 


1 


p%5! 

r .jj 

^jBB, ^ ul 







’ IT POESN'T MATTER. THIS 


VVL'KvP' &eu6w& TC/ 7Hfc/V\ N^yV, 
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T've H64<?CMfiWl66 

A6 ATTACKS /N " WAVS &"— 
souxess CHAf&N<2> AN 

cSjecnwB ukb bzeakbrs 
STRIKING- TH53H0f?eUNe. 


TH/5 (5NC7THIN5 UlkB THAT. 


THESE Nfc? UUU-5 
BETWEEN " W4VE5" <7F 
/4TM5*ei?5. THBlH ATTACK 
15 -4 5/N5U6 WAVS—A 

Tsurwnf c* hbbplb 

TBBTH, G«»3?C<-4VV'5, 
-4HP Sfdfcte 15411$. 










































TH/5 15 NO HUNTING 
TeiP— THI5 15 M/?J 


ft?/? 'THIS eXPSPlTl^N, 'THB RrtiAAL 

law* OP/mrc hin5 -t He- 

WB4ft*N ft*? WgrtftTN ^l?g SUSPSNIT&P. 
PM5/V14-6457EP5 /4NC? L/45ES5 PffPW<3£ 
-TH6 NA&IT*ATA$ >4Nt? 5£>*T7£J? 5UN5 
PPP5<ZPl0eP fW HWNTIN5 0W5*. 
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the olper, stronger huhters 

AT THE FRONT Of OUR Yf&p&z 
AGSORE&P THE BRUNT OF THE 
BUGS'ATTACK. TO THEM 
WIUU GO T HE GREATEST J*- 


I BRING UP THB REAP WITH 
THl56E*5^f6 CfiBPC* 5 
>CUNG6TBRS. "REAR GUARP 
f$ A NECBSSARy FOSWOH, 
BUT WOT AN HONORABLE 
ONE... 


HE/, R4VW/T/ 

T/tf’ S//* J 


„,HNP COMPETITION 
FOR KILLS 15 F/EffCE 


(T'5 SHORTY, ONE OF THE NOVICES. 
H)S HEIGHT MAKES HIM /? TARGET 
FOR THE OTHERS IN THB CASTE , 
ANP HE'S PBOIPEP THE "-TOKEN" 
HUMAN SHOULP BE THE WHIPPING 
Bor FOR HIS ANGER . 


HE// 
PAMM \T{. 


HE MIMICS HUMAN 
SPEECH AMP LAUGHTER, 
MOCKING MB . 


LET HIM LAUGH. HE'LL 
PiGCOVBR EGON ENCA&H 
THAT,,. 


WHAT GOBS AROUNP 


COHEB AROUNP. 


Ill 


































































X W/?rrrc*?ITT<S> 
<5lNK IN H0W 
BAVUY HE'S 
SCffEWEP HP.,, 


^rtPffry RBAUZS6, TOO 
LAT£, THAT HB'3 

$&Rewec> up. 


/..'THEN X t£> THE 
'UO&&T THINS I 

Rswsi&tr 




T 

AsSMBffll 

1 ' \ \Jni 


') 



HA-HA- 

HA/ 


hot OHVY HA3 HE 
SEEN PENlEt? <4N 
•'H£?N£?f?4eue"PE4TH 
IN 0ATTLB, BUT J'Vg 
SHAVIEt? HIM IN 
FROtTT Of HI6- PEERS. 


SHtfW W<5>N'T U4WSH 
^T/Vie AHY/WXte, BUT 
J'W, H/WE -r^ yv/m?H /Vi 
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T PlNP THE BUGS'BIRTHING 
CHAMBER, AHP T'M REMlNPEP 
OF ANO THES? TIME.,, 


AN? OF 7H& RUPTURE? 
BOPIES OF COUNTLESS 
RHYNTH IN THE HOLP 
OF THE ££070/0. 


THEN, THE PASSAGES 
ECHOEP WITH THEOCREAMS 
OF ANGRY BUGS. NOW 
IT'S 50 STILL X CAN 
HEAR THE CRUNCH OF 
RRlEO BONES BENEATH 
My FEET , 


HAVE WEAlREAPY 
ACHIEVE?PUR GOAL? 


THE BUGS AREN'T 
STRATEGISTS. THEY 
WPUUVN'T WITHPR4W 
TO REGROUP,,, 
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THE QUOir ' STRENGTH IS THEIR 

co-mere subjection t o 

THEIR OUEEN AW 'TOTAL* 
PBPIOATIOH VP THE PROLIFER¬ 
ATION OF THEIR ©PECIE6. 


PUT WITHIN THAT ETRENSTH IS 
THE KEX TO THEIR ONE HERKNEES" 
THE WARRIORS WILL RO NOTHIN^ 
TO ErmsSER THE LIVES OF HER 
MN00RN BRCOP. 
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our ouarry & subouep, ahp 

HER 9ROOP IS HELP AT &Ar 
BY HER VULNERABILITY, BUT 
NOW COMES THE MOST 
P4N&EROU6 PART.., 


AHMfa*:'. 


THREE'SPOT 1& 
CAU&HT PAY* 
PREAYIIN& 000 


...THE CAPTURE TEAM 
Ml&T MAINTAIN CONTROL 
OP THE OUEEN AS 
TOPKNOT PREPARES 
HER POR TRAVEL. 




S'--a 

























































HB PAYS P0G HI5 
IAC-K 0P V\&\LAHCB 


PAYS HARP. 


,„AH9 PUIS *THB 
RB&XOP US IN PBR\L 


<* j \ ijy 


r— 

£.‘ $ 
f A<£r x&ryjZ 


vAl 

i t yr rr^ // 

r % w j f r \ a 

jjL, »/ a J| 

IS 



































&ACK WHEN I W/95 

£PN RYU6HI, 1 W<S?UU? 
H4VE EXAMINE? THE 
&TUAV0N,,, WEIGHS? 
MV0PT\0NS 


€ WOUIsP 




<SW £*PTUI?£ FW/?TV'5 
Gprmwuep SAFery /?E5T5 
<£>N C?W(? ABlury T<7 iS^N- 

TfifcTL- THE <?UEEN. HE* 
FffeePCW WILL EE THE 
SIGNAL KPff HEP &G&PP 
TV ATTACK. 


NCW * $//yiP(->M<2T. 


--^ N " ' 





/VI/ >10T/£>N5 SAVE THE 
/W&lCN R5KW P&ASTBB... 




t e 


„.0WT/ny ffgW/FffP 
15 A KE0UK 'E. 













































































BrABAHFOHlNSr MY 
post, t have pisobeyep 
TOPKNOT'S ORPERS. 

THO U&H 1 HELPEP 
AVERT PlSA&TBR,T 
HAVE REVEALBPMYSELF 
AS UNTRUSTWORTHY. 


MY IHSUBORPINATION 
MAY9c FOR&\VEN,guT 
IT WILL NEvei? 09 

FOGaoTrert. 


ph the my back to the 
SH IP J'/H /I^K^/SEP TO 
THE 4PWNC?E &HARP. ITS 
A TOKEN POSITION AT 
BEST. THE QUEEN'S 

pheromones pc? the work 

OF SCATTERN& HER 0ROOP 
BEFORE US... 


...WHILE THE HONOR 
OF HAULIH& OUR PRIZE 
IS LEFT TO THE OLPER, 
MORE EXRBRIBHCEP ' 
MEMBERS OF THE TROOP. 


\ AS MUCH AS BROKEN 
s| TUSK'S MARK AUOWEP 
3? MB ENTRANCE TO THIS 
SOCIETY, MY &EHAYIOR 
TOPAY HAS BRAHPEV MB 

as Art outsider. 


T STILL HAVE MUCH TO 
LEARH ABOUT THE WAYS 
OF THE HUNTERS. 


DtCDmic: 














































.ANP/MANy T\M5S> 

THE CAPTWB MAkTBS 
A 6U\C\Z>Al LA&T- 
&TCH ESCAPE ATTEMPT 
AT THE TZ&T? OP THE 
"NESTING CHAM9&Z. " 















































Atf UN6ESN A SlLfifST & 

INUP/miiTN. “ 


l*T'»2 A OAUZUUATBV R&K0T* HBf? 
PART... 








































THfc QUBBN HAS 0ROKBN PXBB 
INSJPfc OUR SHI 


...ANP SIGNALS P HS« 
0ROOP TO ATTACK... 


... A P&C1SION INT0NP0P TO ALLOW 
Hfcf? &SCAP6 AT THS COST Op TWfc 
LIV05 OP H&f? OWN CH1LPP&N. 


T<PPKN£?T /VMKES A Sl/vi IL/SI? CHOICE--THE 6UCCB65 
Of THE M\6$\CT* OVE(? THE UIVE5 <PE 50H1E <PF 
HI5 HUNTER'S- 















































W/TH HBff eX»T FFOV1 
7H£.5H»P<JWT<?FF... 


,..thb aueen w&onu/oi se 

piff&ZT/<?N U&FT 7C> H£ff„. 


A PATH THAT LE4P£ 


THRPU^H Al£ 































|SVa'Ay\ 



THE OBJECT O? OUR HUNT- 

t he bugs'queen—broke 
FREE INSlPE OURSHlP, but 
TOPKNOT MANA&EP TO 
SEAl THE OUTSlPE HATCH. 


THE OUEEN HAS ONLY ONE PATH 
OPEN X? HER'- PlRECTLY INTO 
THE WAITING "NESTING CHAMBER 


THIS 15 RIGHT WHERE 
WE WANT HERANP 

control— 


EUT FOR ONE THING 


I'M IN6IPE WITH HER 



pa 

M It 



f \^//> 

rf/i 





























































MY&UN MOVES 
OF ITv5 OWN 
ACCOM ?. A FEW 
wgu-PMtfpp 

bursts... 


WO. TOO MANY OP MY COM¬ 
PANIONS HAVE W«? WITH 
THflf? LIVES TOOAY TRYIN& 
TO REACH THIS COAL .TO 
RILL THE OUEEN HOW 
WOULO NE&AT& THEIR 
SACRIFICES. 


IN THIS SITUATION, 
HONOR OFFERS ONLY 
ONB COURSE OF 
ACTION— 







1*^—RETREAT, p 




s&2%Z'yy/s, 

(SS^J9 





W/i . 


|ftp||Aa 


\ 


f"nS®TrW 





viMr .. if 

mBtf mL ' J 

t- 
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I COH'T HEARAHYOF IT. 


MY BREATH COMBS IN RA&OBV GASPS, 
ECHO\H& IHSIPEMY HELMET. MY HEART 
PRUMS A /HACHlNE-GUH BEAT IN MY 
CHE&T. MY FEET RPLHPA COUNTER - 
RHYTHM OH THE STEEL FLOOR OF 
THE NESTING CHAMBER. 




S AIL T'M AWARE 0? IB THE SOUNVOF THE 
oueen's pursuit,,ahrmyomh mortal tty. 


f /// , — 


LEAVING RYUSH\ AHP JOINING THE 
HUNTERS SBEMEP LIKE THE LOGICAL 
THING--THE RIGHT THING TO PO. 


HOW THE PEClSlOH JUST 
SEEMS STUPlPAHP VAIN . 


mm esh^m 
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...APTBR I 
SAVE My SKIN 


My"f%L''6HOR TX 
iSEAUBO THE MA\K 
POOR, BUT THERE’S 
MORE WIN ONE 
WAY OUT OF Arty 
TRAP. 


244 



















































































































ALTHOUGH, TH)$ l& 
eOUlVALBHT TO Be\V& 
IIS A TlGBR TRAP WITH 
7H£ TIGBP. 


fORTUHATBL/. 
TI&B1& ARB N'T 

th& or\Ly ones 

WITH CLAWS . 


Miwag 



-'Wk 

IlyGP 


kiVHNr/ 


r*s% 

















































SH0&TY/4HP THE 
2>OY& WILL BE 
V\SAPP0\H'TBV, 
N£> KPU&T, 


BUT y/HAT 
p&Apr&irrrs 
THEM /H0&B 


..THE MCT TH4T 7H6f?£ 
W-WN'T/>*?*£ CAWA&B 


»<<?!? THE MCT TH/)T 

i'vE/*m%£«? tj? prc^e 
/hvselpctve /H^^e 
ti/he ? 






































WELL 7 


CU*5E-Afe?HTH£t? 

WOK?,., HOT A 0BSTURB 
OP "THANK# POR6AWN& 
'THEM? /J55E5- 


•77FfC/?U AMLEE. 
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script 

RANDY STRADLEY 

pencils 

MIKE MANLEY 
JIM HALL 
MARK HEIKE 

inks 

RICARDO VILLAGRAN 

colors 

CHRIS CHALENOR 

lettering 

STEVE DUTRO 



IT'5 ALA 1<P5T TI/VlE 


THE- Pf?eR4(?/\TI^N6 ft?>? 
THE HUNT *ffg NE4PHX 
COMPLETE . THE OLA^S 
ARE &ATHEPW&'- 


—AtfP -THE PO0NE& 
OAffffyiNOr THE BU56' 
pe^puy seep/ice- <?n 
THEie VW UP THE 
TgACXTlONAL HUNTING 
WtPffLPS. 


JUP51N5 P/a^Vi THE 
OP E&&$ 5ENT 0-/T, /4HP 
FflP/M WH^T 7&/°X'/Y0T HAS 
TOLV /VIE, TH/5 WILL- BE (PHE 
0F THE &f<Sr&e&T HWNT5 
IIS /HE/VfcPffX. 







































'JHB hunt 15 7HB ffZA30N i 

7 CTPINEP UP WITH 0#0KfW 
Tt/SA"S PBOPUB. X 
SUCAAUV FEEL EXPlTEP. 


IN5TE/4P,/?LU X 

feel- 15 


(SPHUPN'T MAKE: 17 
IN HW/VV1N SOC\B7Y, 
3C 5HE JTPlINEP UP 
WITH /A 0WN£H PP 
XT*. UKE IT WPUUP 
55 /4NX &45IEI?. 


H/ifp -ipeeweve it*5 
ESEN PVEf? /» 

5INPE X iVIME It? 

UVE WITH THE HUNTED. 
/IN PUTElPE*? ACCEPTS* 
A3 AN &5?U4U . 


NP, THAT'S 
WP0N&, HOT 
REALLY AN 
&3UAL,,. 


AN* NOT TtfWUX 
ACCEPTS*"' 





vKUkfrl. Plgyl 

UF ^ 





Kfi- \ 

1 7 i 

£..✓—X 

* 1 / Jl^ 

r 'X !■ 'j 










































































HOW MANY TIA1ES 
I'VE PROVEN 
/H>5EUP. 


&3VIETIA1ES I THINK 
TH/4T THE H/lTPet? 
THE EW^-fPWEE/N HA5 
FtTR/HE (5 P)?eFg(M0UE 
T<? THE INPIFF6RENCE 
I <E€T FfiCM /HV 
AC&PT&? COM FAMOUS. 


liiiw] 





i/~j 1 



T 

nr 

f ««9H 


: 






m 







WJ4M , 


/ 



/// 
























































































&NE CtPN'T 

HAVB 1 vsueep IN "-THE 
PIT" WITH THE U7WEI? 
CA&T&S. 


the etn-v ewes pn 
0CWPP WITH Pf?IV/4TE 
tfW/4(?TEf<5 THE 
STSt7N^E5T *NP 
MC&T A&&GB$6\\e 
PPTHE^PEff 
HWNTgf3S„/ 


1 il. 





m j|^ | 

i 



Cr 

j*WT^mw 

*^|§g I T 







4f£. 1 





























































































































IT'S NtTT/HWOH 
BUT IT'S HOMB . 


/vi/jy^e it vm^wup K4ve 

BEEN PlPPei?6NT IP 

awrer/ tusk hap 
livec? /tf/ty&a. wb 

WBffB THfcPWN TO&BTHER 
WNPEI? UNUSUAL. 
<2lfieW*1Sa4N£eS. 


-/WNPI'PBE/I 
TSIOPHy 
H^NSlNS <?N 
WS Y/Al'L 
HOW. 


Pgf?H/lflS IN /AN/ OTHER 
SITU4TKPN HP w<puup 
have Been ho piffei?' 
ENT THAN /ANy'iPF HIS 
p&ppue/~ 


M^yeg 
THIS MASK 
T BEAR 
ME4NS less 

THAN 1 

thin< rr 
CC’ES- 


/y\AY0B BfitPKEN TUSKT FEUT 
C^TNFlPeNT etS<PWSH IN HIS 
RANK WITHIN THE gUAN T<? 
auu?w himself peeuN^s 

£>F RB6PBOT HORA' 1B.~ 


,,,^/HA/ae it 
WAS HIS PyiN(B 
OOA1B. 












































































ZCWN T KNOW WHY X 
0«Vk5HT THIS WITH Wig 

pficwi my cabin on ryushi 


ON THE RARE OCCASIONS WHEN X 
OtO PICK UP VOICES, THEY'RE ONLY 

garble? bits* op conversations 

BETWEEN 07*/iEP PEOPLE,., 


USUALLY 
ALL t GET 
IS STATIC. 


REMINPIN& /HE OP THE 
DISTANCE I'VE PUT B£TYVE£N 
Mrt&FL* AN? THE MFST OP 
HUMANITY. 


l/o<fc2r< , 
OUBST EM£G>„ 
oh A/vy 
SM/AS O,,, 
i&r-zT". t) 



\OJ 

■flQoo 



^UOj 


T+ 



tttllll 

































































W .../P&PE/tT: N 

~ THIS IS 7H& SHUTTLE 
FROM THE WEYLANP-YUTAN I 
oruiser /veynes/s -out 
OP FUEL ANPAPRlPT. 

request b' uefi&ersc.r 
/456l5W/VCg PfiCVW /»wy 
SHIPS or human 
k OUTPOSTS RECEIVING 
EV TH/5 MBSSAGE,,, 


Y THINK ABOUT IT, 

p\okweep. AttYdooy 
WHO MIGHT HEAR YOU 
WILL HAVE PICKSP UP 
K OUR P\STRESS 
\ BEACON HOURS S 
BEFORE. 


LET ElliS talk, 

IP IT MAKES HIM 
PEEL BETTER- Wg 
ALL HAVE TO PEAL 
WITH THE STRESS 
IN OUR OWN WAY.A 


BUNPA 

SURVEY, THIS 
lSA&*f£&/S 
. OHUTTLE/ 


KEEP 'IA1 

TALKIN', ELLIS/ 
WHAT'S THE 
MATTER with 

W 7 


T YEAH: 
WELL, I'M 
GONNA 
PEAL WITH 
Wf/YI IF HE 
LCOESN 1 T~ 


Y 60 AHEAP 
ANP PO NOTHING 
JESS—I'M CONN A 
. GET US 
V^RESCUEP/Si 





5SS3BS? * f > .^ r ^3 















raasee, rf&wes/s 

SHUTTLE. WE'RE 
PlSPATCHlNS A SHIP 
TP YtPuR POSITION. 
^E.T.A.— SIX HOURS 


WHAT ^ 
HAVE >t?U 
sen, 

CAEOT ? 


Pl&TRESS 
CALL PROM 
A LOST 
SHUTTLE .y 


THEY SAY THAT IP WE PAH SET 
FUEL TO THEM, THEY CAN CO/HE 
OPWN UNPEG THEIR OWN 
POWER. OU/P P-SHIP IS 
< WARM I NS UP Rl&HT NOW, j 
/HR. VINCENT. [jA 


CAN 

WE HELP 
THEM? 


ANP? 


j //■L^ 

It 1®.I/ 



y i 

































































































THE 5HWTTUB 15 
W-YH939Z, THB 


""•LA6T KrtC?WN RPR^tPP 
call. ’■ r&vnt/AM tv?-" 


"9V9?v\9rt'i vve &bt a 
'HBAVG-UP' FROM THE 
H<S*U& OPP\CB ABOUTT “THAT ? 


" K&HT. THE COMPANY'S 
VttP&ZATE F&G Arty 

w&Gt? £Prt Wf ^ the 
/YBAieS/S. " 


5ET wP,H wink 
WITH THE H.a ' 







































1 KNEW y<?\A'Z> WANT lO„. 

ub, rney saw they yvAnr 

y&LA T<P COOKP iN4-r& 

. WITH /4 Wll?. 0 f?t< 3 ^S" ^ 


H&„, All?. &?)&&&, THAT 
IS, IS ALGBAPY Bn «PWTE 
HP'5 W4lTlN(E FiPf? >£?W 
S. On COM £>,., S 


> whatever. listen 
-\ e^RTHSipe wAnrs 
/ A1E T<P H/Fnple 
t THIS t*eeS0lM4CLX 
0WT T'WI (STILL 

Twenty -five h<?ui?s . 


0i?|(3<asf KEVIIN 

vmcenr hbrb — 

/4«CHE>' 377, 
EUNP4 5w?ve>",„ 




JWl &OlH&*\ 

it? &\ve >ipu N 

CCPE WtPf?P, 
VINCENT. OAMCAH? 
v 0£A*C*r. y 


e-ewT 

THAT'S' 


'r ower 
Uf/TfC. x 
&£T 


*V\aj TTP^cai^— n 

IWAr'LL X 


MAxe/r ^ 

jn\Vr CA00TA^eeApy \[K 

//:&? A-M. / 

nv M£ /A'. fiB 

/• 


















































































THE LAST &TRA&&LERS 
PROM THE CLAN HAVE 
ARRlVBO.THE P1&HTIN& 
W/UU Ee^lN SOON. 


WHOEVER THEiR uE^tTSf? 15, 
HE MUST EE IMPORTANT, 
OHLY SOMEBOVy LIKE 
'TOPKNOT WOULO &ET 
THI5 KINO OP ATTENTION 


STILL yOUN&, BUT WITH 
SCARS THAT WOULO VO 
A VETERAN PROUO,,. 

















































\T3 

HUMAN 


K..M/toe 

By HUMANS. 
. MARINE,,, 


2 MAKE THE 
APPROPRIATE 
SUBMISSIVE 
OEGrru&E 
AurOAvniCALiy, 
0WT MY MINP‘6 
ON JUST ONE 
THINC&-- 


AROUNP THAT HUNTER'S 
WR\ST.„A MARINE CORPS* 
BANNER,,. NO 
HUNTER WOUUP 

WEAR SOMETHING 
LIKE THAT UNLESS, 


X OBSERVE 
WHAT X 
(SET. 


UNLESS 
IT WAS 
TAKEN 
CURING A 


NO. IT MUST HAVE BEEN A FAIR 

Fight —the cc?c?e of the hunt 

WOULO OEMANV IT BE GO. 


ANO THAT 
SOMEHOW 
makes IT 
SU-L et&VT? 






























































TOPKNOT. HE'S THE 
CURREN T CLAN 0OSS 


* GET THE 
IMPRESSION 

thebe me HO 

LOVE LOST 
BETWEEN HIM 
/4NP EfiOtfErS 
TM5<«/ 


„.BUT HE'S 
GIVEN /VIE 
TIME TO 
PROVE 
MYSELF. 


HE TELLE 
ME IT'S 
TIME TO 
OO IT 
AGAIN. 


X KNOW 


THAT'S THE 
FIRST THING 
X LEARNEP 
ABOUT HUNTER 
CULTURE — 
YOU'RE ONLY 
ASGOOO AS 
YOUR LAST 
EIGHT. ANV 
THAT GOES 
FOR EVERY 
MEMBER OP 
THE CL-AN 


THE EECONP 
THING X 
LEARNER WAG 
THAT T'/fl THE 
LEAST AMONG 
EQUALS. 


INCLUDING MB, 
INCLUDING TOP' 
KNOT. IN THAT 
RESPECT, WE'RE 
ALL EQUALS. 


" FIGHT 'SHORTY/ 1 

he signs tome 


TOPKNOT OOOLC? TALK TO ME — X M/VOW } i 
HE UNPER&TANPS ENGLISH , BUT HE HOM'T. t 
MOWS- OP THEM WILL. 'A 


"THOSE WITHOUT 
HONOR ARE NOT 
PART OP THE 
HUNT/CLAN, ANP 
THOSE WHO 1 70 
NOT FIGHT FOR 
THEIR HONOR 
HAVE NO 
HONOR. " 


INSTEAP THEY "SPEAK" 
TO ME /N THE S ILEfST 
HANP-SIGNAL LANGUAGE 
OF THE HUNT. 


UflMil, 


Vi»m 




































































AHO THAT 
MEANS 
<s#&&Ty. 


60 X HAVE TO F\&HT - ■ 
SCGABBL& FOff My 
SPOT IN THE PBC\<iN& 

oboe*. 


1. GUESS X 
ALWAYS 
KNEW IT 
WPWUC? 
HAVE? TO 
COME VOVYN 
TP THIS. 


X WI6H IT 
W/ISN'T ScP 
H<PT IN 
HERE - 


GOT 70 MAKE SURE 
THAT VO&SN'T HAPPEN,,, 
-TPW6T 7HA7 MY TRAINING. 


SHOd7Y'6 SMALL R?P ^ 
HWNTEP, 0UT HE'«5 0I<S 
ENOUGH. HE GETS A 
H/^NP <PN /tlE HNP THE 
FK&HT'S oveP. 


ntComic.net 





















































„I5 g HCMGM TC? 
^WNTgff/AC-T 
HtS STGEri&TH 


H0W 

H£'S 

WAV. 


600 C>,MAY&£ I 
CA N W5E TR4T1E> 
MY APVAHTA&S. 








































































SAY T HAVB TO 
K J+OCK 6HOff^Y Off- THE: 

stage off ff&iveff hiai 

UNCOH&CIOU6. I'M NOT 
PAff-TlOUl'Aff" 






























— 0WT KICKING HI/VI 
56N5&i.g55 HOLV£> A 
eB&TAlN APPEAL . 


&4BAr\rt&. X &H0ULV 
HAVE EXPECHEP IT 
PffC/H SHOffry Ar*& 
HIS PALE. 


X HAVE xO 
PEAL WITH 
THIS GUI&KLy- 


-czan't let SYoarry 

HAVE A CHAHCE HP— 


J\,f 

r -. 

jui 

IB, 

L> 





# \ ✓ 


Tvfitm 


















































'SK? 



*THl& I6> MO 6000. 
IP I STAY IN THE 
PK&HT, 6HCP»7Ty; 

WILL KILL /VIE- 


-EWT IE I RUN, I'LL L£>SE 
AMY&TAMV\M& X /MI&HT 
H/4VE WITH THE CL/4N - 
















































































































f 0UNC34 Nj 

survey, we 

H*Ve YOU IN 
SIGHT. ffSPEATT 
we havb 

K VISUAL .. > 


145 S*>*L&'*Za « 


nseamtm 


■bv>f 

Mkmm 

r^^/vWP^LuW 

Cvli 


















^ ro&er ^ 

THAT, M£YY€SfS 
SHUTTLE. YOU'RE 
OLEAREP FOR 
UANpiN^ ON 
.PECK SEVEN. 


EASY, 
LARA- 
O0N' T 
RUSH 
i I T. > 


/ CAN IT, N 
JESS. THIS 
ISN'T ANYTHING 
X- HAVEN'T 
PONE A 
MILLION TIMES 

v ®e«?(?E. / 


W&'«6 

PtPWN. 


^ RNAUUy/ > 
FIRST STOP, THE 
MESS HALL . A 
TUB THIS BIG 
HAS GOT TO HAVE 
#eAL POOP IN 
V rr6 LARGER^ 


YOU PON'T NEEV A 3EARO 
FOR THAT, ELLIS. GETTING 
INTO THAT MAY ARMOR 
PROVEO YOU'VE GOT 
WHAT IT TAKES. 


AY&ST we THANK WHOEVER’S 
IN COMMAND FOR GIVING US 
ENOUGH FUEL TO LANP HERE. 

. THeis we hit Twe smoyyf&s-- 


F? —BELIEVE 

Ume,we*u 

N N66C? 
feA ONE. 

r ANOYouxy 
COULO \( 
007# VO }\ 
WITH A 1\ 

\shave.AJ 


Z REALLY f N 

x thought 

THE EEARV 
MAVE ME 
LOOK MORE 
iv/WAN UK > 


mirzu) 

y 





wW jotj 































































































ODD 



7 vve ~ 

THE W^(?P^0C?IJT 
y<?U. TERMINAL 
«?Wq W/A5 INFESTgP 
WrTH 0WC&5. >CW 

C-fcPiNO <?N 

necks' ^ftgSaaS fy * 


< C2?N'T \ 
/tt£?Vg/ KEEP 
Xt?Wff HANP6 

where we 
<?/4 n <see 

k THEM '' 


cw^BAN-nNet? 
UNTIL fiOVie- 
ewe r<cwi 
-THE CCWRAfsy 

<5eT5 here 

/4NC? (S4y6 
L£?THERWl6E 


mm/u / N 

5MELL THAT, 
, Afcv-fc. 
k AIR. > 


" yve'ffe ten risking 

INPgCTl£?N HERE C?N 
0UNPA. " 



















































All PP THE BEST HUNTING SITES 
HAVG BEEN R2USHT PVER , -4LU 
PP THE RMNKINSS HAVG BEEN 
PEClPEP- 


THE PlRST 
SHUTTLE IS 
AWAY, 


IT'S 0HIY A /WITTER PP TIME 
0EPPR6 THE PTH EPS EPLLPW. 













































MV* 



































































































































































Tl/Vl£ Ti'£> 6~XOP FEELING 
S&RfZY fOG /HA3HIKO 
N0&UGH\ . 


1 607 /Uy&eLF- /AW 
T HI& „ X CAH <5ET 
/YiYse lf <a//n 




■^¥1 / 


ft 


fM 






































































' wait ~ 

ipH-Ff's 
A SECONO, 
PRATT —. 


&TUP\P 

&UN—/ 


r THE &4C?/C>-'?/Z WAS BUSY 
rucking/> vu fipep Five 

SHOTS’ ihuff'c A NP C?IC?N'T 

COMB Close -VO HITTING 
L. *4NVTHIN<& EWT/M£=/ 4 


--I C*?N'T 

THINK itiuff'? 
IT'S CHASING 
US ANYMORE, 
. LISTEN,,, 


' WH/ 4 T? ^ 
WELL, WHEPE 
15 IT 7 HOW 
Pit? it&et 
v WEf?E ? > 


HOW 
SHOULO 
I KNOW? 


' YEAH,,, 
WELL I 
WON’T MISS 
next 

V TIAiE... „ 




^7 VA/Ci 

YcOMC? EE 

CALLING IN 
HELP RIGHT 
NOW —/F >£>W'C? 

THOUGHT TO 
\ GRAG THE 
fiWP/O. ^ 
























~ THESE ^ 
ipOrtf'; 

AGE. COW 6 

- -we 

<2>4N'T 
^jSTc?P,„ V 


sewesGT, 
W HBGE-7 


hurf/ 

h*rf.' 




-a 

«• — 



y 












































































































































X save ^1 

YOU N6V6(? KINPW,, 

we /vhw^et a 
CHANCE TO PlCS’HT 
v 0U& WAY a 
CLEAR. 


THSY'RE 

j-wet a 
Punch <?F 
C/WU4ttS" 


7 CIVIUArts' 
ARMEV WITH 
. SCAT-TEG 
\ c&wn5 . . 


yE/AH. 

MA/EE 

HPU'CE 

RIGHT, 

LARA. 


' GUARANTEE > 
>C?U ,THAT GUY 
VINCENT IS EX- 
MlUTARYOR EY- 
F&UCB. HE KNOWS 
k WHAT HE'S A 
RPlN(3>. 


<xan r^r, * >. 

eLU/5- ' T H/3T ]g#*i4 > | #fa:.;;■ 
KINO OP 

Ik T<1U<-v^ TH4T 

KING OP TALK ^ 

mtjsffl /tuxes s&v<se. 

..-~\M WE'VE GOT TO USE 
T^gT OUR HEARS ■ 
p- r^&k^THINK ABOUT IT. 


WHY ~ 
/4|?E WE HERB ? 
wh/ /ace we 
u^jK-ep wp? 


^HEce eec^wee^ 

WE WS?£ ON 
7EM1/A/4L 
PW(S5 H/AP TAKEN 
OVER RHR...THEY 
, THINK WE'RE a 
^^INPECTEP. 


SO,THEY THINK 1 
W6 KNPW 
.SOMETHING,, 


NO'.YOURE\N 
RIGHT, LARA ' \ 
IT'S BECAUSE ) I 
OP GOP J V 

J TARV-^W 

-OR 

HAT&VER 

=ORMATON 

SANRTHE 

COMPANY 

nantev 

■■pom THE 
TERMINAL*#/ 


r BUT 
THeyvON'T 
KNOW 
V THAT. _/ 


WHICH 

MEANS 


^ WHICH ^ 
MEANS,WE HAVE 
SOME LEVERAGE 
IF WE CAN JUST 
PI&URE OUT HOW 
TO make IT WORK 
IN OUR FAVOR. * 


MM 1 

IwtmJ n- ] Yz, .-v--\x\\y. xa 

rearr.J 


1 

f,,, WHICH 1 
WE 

\ VON'T. A 

BWI/ ■■■ in —i _-.1 















































UK'S &VSf?y OTHER ASPECT 
OP THE HUNTERS' LIVES, 
THE HUNT R?LU?W6 <4N 
INVICPL/iTESETC’F SULES. 


6V£(?KTHINCS- PPOfA THE LOCATIONS 
WHICH MAY EE H UNTEC?, U? THE 
TyP£ c?p SHIPS THAT CAN 06 
USE<? TO (SET THESE . 


THE REASONS H^P?Sc2vi£ C?F THE LAWS 
ARB OBVIOUS/ THEORlSlNS OP OTHERS 
ARB LOST TO ANTICPUITK IT IS THE 
CLOSEST THINS to RBLlSlON THAT I 
HAVE SEEN IN HUNTER (CULTURE. 


A TEMPTN& ANALOGY 
\B THAT OP A PRIEST 
TEACH INS A GROUP OP 
NOVITIATES, 0WT IT 
Sl/VtpLlRES THE TRUTH 
TOO MUCH . 


NOVITIATES PON'T RISK 
OEATH POR PAILINS TO 
LEARN THEIR LBSSONS 














































STILL, AS X LEAdNE? MYSELF, 
NOTHING MATCHES THE THRILL 

op dis<m g eveffrrHiN& 

AGAINST SUCCBSS. 


on EARTH,fbop tg f^iyaw^Lt 
FORTUNES TO AffTIFIdALLr 

expedience a tast e op 
the hye’erawapeness And 

TUB AV*ENAUNE-H\GH THAT 
COMBS FROM PUTTlHS ONE'S 

life on thb ling. 


ALU IT IS, 

though , 
is a taste 


THE REAL THING 
COMBS WITH A 
MUCH HIGHER 
PRICE. 
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Ml Tfl 

SJ 
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CV-EAREO 


WY 


1117 


>t2U 


re 


RAO 


\S 


THAT 

TIME 


fOR 


THREE 


YOU 


IRWIN 7 U 

see. WHAT 

WAY (PUT 


IOH& 


HO 


BRINGS 


7 


HERE 


YOU 










































flaying > 
CHAUFFEUR 
TO COMPANY 
S\G SHOTS 
AS USUAL/ 
V win vy. y 


/ SPEAKING OP X 

WHICH ,THI5 GUY ER\GGS 
H AS A MAJOR ma/yp out op 
PLACE. MB'S BEEN APTER 
MB TO BENP THE LAWS 
OP PHYSICS EVER SlHCe 
, WB LEFT "ZEN'S A 

^ RESPITE. " ^ 


" VINCENTS OH THE PAV, 
IRWIN . MEET yOU ON THE 
CONTROL PECK 2" 


YOU GOT IT. 

wiNvy." 


» WHATEV£R‘S GOING ON HAS HlS 
SHORTS IN A B\NV. T HOPE YOUR 
MR. VINCENT'S HERE TO MEET HIM. 


■ —Fv.B. 


welcome 

TO &UNVA, 
MR. BRIGGS. 

* WOW, < 
IS THAT A 
SUM _ 
ju/Yipep-y 


r SAVE THE 
PLEASANTRIES, 
\ VINCENT. . 


INTERVIEW 
OUR THREE 
PRISONERS^ 


—ApreP 
MY MEN 
SEARCH 
THEIR 
SHUTTLE 





a m „ Mmi 










































































































CURRENT ASSIGNMENT: 


SECURITY CLEARANCE 




y AS SOI E ^ 

'SURVIVORS OF THE 
ft&ff&srs, THE THREE 
OP YOU WILL 0£ 
AllOWEP TOSPl !T 

the entire crews 

K EONUS FROM THAT 


<•- skov/p&o ^ 

>2?U TW«N £V£f? 

THE RATA 
RECOVERED PROM 
7£&rt/M4i- ?V7'S 
. COMPUTER. y 


y my hams 

15 &RKG&&. THE 

<a?/WP/)/sy H/45 

to make you 
^ an offer. ^ 


f All WE 
W/4NTI55AFE 
pACSA&Ei 
L 04tfKU?“ 


_ V H0W C£> ^ 
we KNOW 

zarf youvu uve up 
^A t o>z?urenv 

*tr\ OP THE 
-Jfc/X AGREEMENT, 
ERI&GST, 
'THS <r<M 

COMPANY'S 
0EEN KNIFING US Ki 
IN "TH& SACK TM 

Bvepy time we /M 

.TURN AROU-- S/m 


rceffTAiNiy/H, 
WHArreveff y&u 
WANTjMS. LATA 

justteii me 

. WHERE THAT A 
WL PATA 16. Si 


NOT TO MENTION 
All OF-THOSE 
. PEOPLE ON > 

V ?*/?. y 


r NO,LARA,^ 
I'M OUT. HE'S 
ASKING US 
TO OUST 

fvr&er about 

TEAPE, PULASKI, 
ANP THAT 
POOR 9 ASTARP J 
>JN THE mmx.nj 


fMcm.6 ASSAULT BXP-MKQR 


GE33 ELUS BRIAN K. 
(M — 24 YEARS E.S) 


C7T7T3I JESS. MARTIN A 
(M — 30 YEARS EG) 


UIV.IA LARA. KATHERINE I 
(F - 28 YEARS E S) 


ISfWatra TECH-I. A-LEVEL 
TRAINING IN ROBOTICS. 
ELECTRONICS. SYNTHETIC 
REPAIR. 


DISHONORABLE 
DISCHARGE USCMC IPFC). 


jgrwaif^ HONORABLE 
DISCHARGE USCMC 
(LIEUTENANT) 


NO 1 RAINING HIGHER THAN 
0-LEVEL 


B-LEVEL TRAINING IN 
COMMUNICATIONS AND 
ELECTRONICS. 


W-Y49392 INEMESIS) 


W-Y49392 (NEMESIS) 


C-LEVEL TRAINING IN 
ASTRAL-NAVIGATION. 


W-Y49392 (NEMESIS) 























































r the 

/iuen v 

AMP 17$ \ 

ftTTENTML \ 
APPLICATIONS, 

ARB IMPORTANT j 
TO OUR MILITAR Y/ 

< plv&ICPN. ' ^ 

-r 0UT MOBOPY N 
/ VVIUL- EWV WHAT 
/ WB'RE 5ELUNC& 

/ WNLE£>5 WE £4N 
fov SUPPiy THEM WITH 
l CW3W/M6NT4n«N 
^ \ £¥= THE PSfcPpUCT'E 

\ effectiveness., 

SUCH 

/ C&CUMEHTATlOH \ 

/ fasc?wiieEs*NUAi0Ei?\ 

/ <7FVef?V SENSITIVE I 

EXPERIMENTS,CAR- 
\ RlBP OUT IN THE / 

\ WT/VIC2ST / 

\ secrecy. y 


W T^AWf/WAl 9Vf ^ 

r 15/1 <^6E (N ft?/rrr. 1 

IT W/45 IMf&RTAN'T fc?R} 
<PUR CUSTOMERS T O 
KHOW EXACTLY HOW 

R4ET/UIEN_ 

IN FRSTAHON SPREADS 

THROUGH an l 

i ISOLATEP, A 

k COMMUNITY. m 


SURELY YOU UNPER- 
STAMP HOW IMPOR¬ 
TANT IT IS RPR S 
THE COMPANY M 
TO /MAINTAIN if' 

ns ep&e V< 

OVER THE asi 

\co/HPemiCH ./y' 


WHAT 


r 0WT— 9Y9^ 
HAP OVER HCO 
. PEOPLE. OH J 
eOARP/uj 


eeuEve me, w£in<^ 
iw WAS NOT A 
PEOlSlON THAT WAS 
yAAPE LI&HTLY.y 


"/WSTAUAT/0/Y ,, zf 
WHATT ABOUT THE 
LIVES OF ALL 
^ THOSE PEOPLE ? 


THE nJ 

COMPANY HAP 
several Billion 
COLLARS INVESTEP 
IN THAT 

. installation.^ 


X WAS 
AFRAIP IT 
MlSMT COME TO 
THIS. KEENE, 

. NlRASAWA . 


you 

SHOUIP HAVE 
COOPERATEP. 


BUmic.nEt 


lYr- 

n. 

/ Jr 


/43l 

bT 


n« 

\jLy^] 





















" ,„FZETTy ZOUTIHE. 

the aviY sxeiTEMem 

we've hapapouhp 

HERE,AHP,IN FA3X 

it happbhep 

T&ciAy— 


" -\6 TWO OF OUfZ 

6ueve>vffs failbp 
to meruffn on 

6CHEPULE.PROBABLY 
TURN UP PRUNK 
TOMOPPO-- " 


-Ah, ^ 
WHAT WA6 
THAT ? . 


r eouhpbp 

LIKE- \TOAME 
FGOM OUT6>\PE 
/HAY0E THE 

FLATFOffM'S 
,S&ffAPlN& THE 
k TRfieiPPS,^ 


/4 

OALM NICsHT 
UKETHI&? „ 
IMBP&SlELE. THE 
HAV-COMPUTEQS 
WOHIP AUTO- 
k, /VWT^LU-^'^ 


r uen 

WHAT'6 
. TH/5 7, 




I " WHAT HAPPENS NEXT ■ 

| WIUL S£ VBffY UNPLEASANT 













































































OH fMY/tt 

winery/. 


souhp 

THE 

ALARM 


HUKY 


' IT'S A JN 
SHAME >VHQ 
FGiEHP HAS TO 
EHPUBE THIS, 
v MB. ELLIS y 


COURSE, 

A WPGP FROM 
•YOU COULP 
ENP HIS 
SuFFEGlt^?,,,. 


r////m 


1} 

|\ 

f l ' 

r t 

\Jj Jn 





/ OHOE \ 


( MORE, ) 

\N| RfiSAWA.J 






















'1-1 I*7N'T 1 
KNOW.„THE 

whole , 

PLATFORM'S 

usn\ h&/ 

HOTHIN& 
LIKE THIS 
COULO 
SJHAPPEN”/ 


VIN^£NT- 

WHAT'S 

go\n& 

_ PN f^ 


V&Y ,*&#&.:iC0FP' t 
>Ou<RE &OHNA G&T 
LEFT 8EHINP WHEN 
/THE IMTS VESERT . 
THE 5HIP. ^ ( 


-■‘UNLESS THE 
/H4/N CONTROLS 
\WEffg CW1/I&EP1 


(SHOW 
\ /VIE. 

KEENE, ' 

keep ah ere 

OH OUR 
.PRISONERS. 


WRASAWA, 
COME WITH 
w /HE. v 


5T>»r ^ 
OH THE 
FLOOR/AHO 
T WON'T 
HAVE TO , 
^ KILL.— 




























Y-YOU 
KILUEP 
. HIM/ 


TRAINING. 

% usec? to 
ee a 
marine. 


LOOK UPON 
VOU WITH 

new eves, 
L L4B4 - i 


X y&4H, ^ 
weuu i wte 
getting -neeoop 
WAITING FOR >OU 

to make >touR 
. Move. SO NOW . 

LL WHAT7 ^ 


X > 

' H4ve 1C745K 7 
we rev up the 
ENGINES ON “THIS 
THING ANP BLAST 
L7HE HELL OUT 
ySl OP HERE. Y 


r COME 
ON /ELLIS 
REFUELING 
TAKES 
► TWO. A 


NO SCOP. 
WE WERE 
RUNNING ON 
FUMES WHEN 
WE LANVEP- 




























r ' ,.,ey're 
//vy/6/0^e . 
cwr see THEM. 

K/LUH& 

i everyone,., v 


INVl6i&Ue. 


/// KILUN& 

evBQy&NE. 




omic.net 




















































































































































































SO, HOW X KNOW WHAT 
IT PEELS IIKETO BE 
AN OUTCAST Ft?OM 
77YO WORLPS. 


X KNOW WHAT/nr PARENTS 
WOULP SAY-'“OH ,MACH\KO 
WAS ALWAYS A LONER, BUT 
IT WAS ONLY BECAUSE SHE 
WAHTEP TO BE THE BEST AT 


OTHER PEOPLE WOULP BE „ 
MORE HONEST — " NOGUCHI ? 
ANY TIME SHE CAN'T HAVE 
HER WAY, SHE WANTS TO 
CHANGE THE RULES. " 


MY CURRENT COMPANIONS >/ 
WELL ,THEY'V BE LESS 
CHARITABLE STILL. <3000 
THINS THE SHIP ONLY 
HAS A SKELETON 
CREW. , -- 


frMz7 ^7 

/ninw' ffiL*/ m&ru 

ALWAYS MAKING EXCUSES 


FORME./ - —i g 


















































th evve been ppunping on the 

HATCH LIKE PEMON P&UMME&S 
EVE* SINCE THEY PiSCOVEPEP 
t killep the 'Captain." 


BUT WHAT ALTERNATIVE PIP 

T have 7THEBE ape HUMAN 
LIVES AT STAKE, ANP WHEN 
IT COMES BPWN TO A CHOICE 


I HOPE THE COMPUTE* CAN UNPEB- 
STAHP MYSCPlBBUN&.THE HUNTERS 
COMPUTE* SYSTEM IS ALL IMAGE- 
EASEV. SIMPLE, REALLY... 


WON'T BE LONG? EEPO&E ONE 
OP THE CREW THINK'S T OGO 
pop cutting? equipment . i 
NEEP SOME KINPOP P/VEP6ION 



...MY j 



ALLEGIANCE 

i ^ 4^1 


STILL LIES 



WITH MY OWN 


1 11 1 • • 

SPECIES. 


















































TPPKINcPT 15 <3C7/N0> TCP >?&Sf?£T 
SHEWING /ME- HcPvy T<P use we 
5X5T&/M - i^|, — 



rLWwf 


f Sfe|7} 

x Wmmm 
emb 

S' • «{ 

: 

/jj>\ 



_ V»,«{| * 

r^rf1f>v ViV- 

^7'> .;/ '! tf 


WmtK »Vv > 

y?" jUrir^C-A V 



11# 

5^- 




jjfklmXJx !] aYJuL ~ /MB 






























































^ \, it* A 



1 C^O' I 

\&4L'// 4 

pdj 

&ih 



ml 

\* 4 m 


^ ~J0 

/Ik iL's&w ' ' ^ 


ft : 



[<f 

u , 

\tf/A 

























X HOPE THAT COOP 
H0L&& UNTIL 1 GET 
U3 ON THE GPOUNC 


THAT TOOK L&55 TI/HE 
TH/^N X tXPEC'TEO. 


T HOPE THERE'S 
6JILL 6<?/Vie£’N£- 
XHEffe TO HELP 
WHEN X 
















































HURRY, 1 

jess, the 

PLATFORM'S 

really 

STARTING? 
v TO TJLT/y 


s maybe ^ 

SHOULP 
1ST /MB 
OPERATE THE 
\ (CONTROLS" 


/ GET \ 

f MY BACK \ 

ellis/ 1 w*& 
W<?I?KIN<5> -THESE 
THINGS WHILE 
>t?W WERE STILL, 
V CUTTING J 
\ TEETH / >i 


WHAT'S THE HOIOUP? 


TM F\H\SHEO WITH THE 
PRELAUrtC'H — WE CAN 
GO AS SCON AS YOU 
LOAP SOM 6 FUEL y 
V INT(7 THIS THINCS’ / 


TWEP TE? 
TELL HI/VI 

















f B&\&es ^ 

C0UIVCOM& 
BACK AHY 

PS* 


iwbb,.. > 

FLOW FATB-.. 
Strr TO /max. 
FlLTBffS... 

ser. /wxTuee. 

v BBT. 


r YBAH 
I CC?M"T 
KT^W WH4T 

we>*?f?iep 

iyOSC’UT''^ 

’-AFTBff ^ 

7Hg 

>£7H -T£*?K 
i?WT HIS 
M AN 


N^VV, 

LET /Vie 
WORK.. 


r ABOUT > 
T//HE,,, /y^/7 ? 
VVH/4T THE 
HBLL IS 
v 7H4T? A 


ml 

i 

H 



i 1 

« a 






















SI AY 

(?K5HT WH£(?£ ~ 
>t7W /1(?E.I'X/V1 

Sn^ 


ALL RI&H7 . 
Vt?W ,4SKEP> 
. IT-- 


<T-**•' ^y/ ” 

f'MWA'?? 

'tS/t'V h*r 1 J 



























WHAT 
WAS 
THAT 'i 


r THE X 
WHOLE 
PLATFORM’S 
GONNA 

^ &<?/ y 


'CUZ TM HOT 
WA ITIN& AHy LONGER 






































w THE X 
WHOLE 
PLATFORM '6 

ooins TO 
„ CRASH. / 


THANK 


/THINK ABOUT /T-^ 
YOUR SURVEY HAS 
TURNEP UP NOTHING 
OR PARTICULAR 
RVALUE ON &UNPA, 
RIGHT 7 


T-T 

VON'T 

KNOW. 


Y IT ’S (OBVIOUS. V 
THEY'RE AFTER THE' 
SAME INFORMATION 
TAM — THE PATA 
THAT THE/VSfTeS/O 
TEAM RETRIEVED 
v FROM T&GYT//VMC J 


7 YET X- 

/ SOMEONE HAS \ 

PEEMEP IT > 

NECESSARY TO 
ATTACK YOUR SURVEY 

platform anp kill 
\ PEOPLE. J 

-iv W'/VT? ^ 


Im^il 

,( >£?U FOR THAT 1 

■v P&PUCT/C>N, J 


,®\v VINCENT. ^ 


g§ 

[ Cfc?N'T ^ 

Wm 

i ■ 

8 

Nl >345/4 W*, ^ 

T THE PLATFORM *5 

7 UN PER ATTACK 0Y PERSON- 
OR PERSONS-UNKNOWN. 
1 GET ME BACK TO THE 

k /VSMES/S SHUTTLE BY 
\ THE FASTEST POSSIBLE 
ROUTE, 

5 

\ ^ 










































VO you 

THINK TtfeC&UFWy > 

is the omly entity 
INTERESTED IN thb 
PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS 
OF " cm wee# black" ?y 


HOUMEAN 

r WHO. CORPORATE 
WILL WANT TO KNOW 
ABOUT THIS...THIS 
11 CLOAKIN& OBVIOS, 
S.OR WHATEVER 

IT 16. ^ 


T'UU 

HOLD HIM, 
MR. BRI&6S. 


... you 

&ET TO 
YOUR SUH 
CH/YtRBK- 

4 eh/ A 


HotCDmic.net 


■ W-WHAT 
IT 7 

Mil 

']Jfy 




^J|| 

gMm 


k ; , T \/%s » \ ^ 


is til 

^g|j 

buhe 

54 

M 

- % 

%* 

b - 

imm 

«?* as 













TAKE 

f&INT, 

vi H&emT 


PA\ IN IPWIN / 
I'LL HAVE HER 
. HlPE FOR 
^ THIS/ 


WH/4T 
P& ^ 


THinx a 
KILLEP 
. W5. „ 


r pa/vin , ^ 

£LLlS/^ 

evei ? hearp 

THE W<PRC? 
"PVERKUL''? 


r r 1 


/ "THAT MAKES SZH6E. < 
TH£ qwq R4T4 yvPN'T L 


R 1 

V C%?/VI£^(VV<a^C7P IP / 



\ T'/M P£4P- A 
























C7N/ 


TCP WHAT? 


v\N&em, ^ 

WHAT'S 

happbhin&t^ 


mwmm 
























































AlMCPST 

THERE- 


THE COMPUTE# WILL HOME 
IN £?N THE Sl&HAL FROM 


%ei£=2 TOPHHOT6 LAHWH&CKAPT. 


TH&y WON'T EE FAR FROM 

THEBE, r, . .. .25S 


BEEN AWFULLY 
GUIE7 SINC.B 
THE FI&HT. 














































































































WH/4T 
THE HFLU 
HAPPEN 6C? 


'u/Z/j/i/J' 


&zm\n& cu?s&. 

T 5H^ULP H4V£ 
SOMETHING OIN 
VISUAL ANY— 


T. WONPEK 
WHAT SHE'S 
UP TO. 







































































r outer, ^ 

BLUfi/WHAT'RB 
y&U T«VI(N£2r 




































v» 





IT '6 O&VIOUS WHErffE THE ACTION 

1 s.t'p better por&pt about 

TOPKNOT'S LANPlN&CGAPT 
AHP SET THE- SHIP POWN NEAR 
THAT WRECK . 





































• t 


• • 



r MAY&E 1 
WAS WRONG- 
looks like 
its going 
^ away. M 


} THAT \ 
coesn't helpi 
US. WHOEVER \ 
attackbpthe ' 
platform is i 

. STILL OUT 1 

\ there. /\ 


W ye ah , 7 ^- 

BUT THEYPON'T > 
KNOW THEY'RE UP 
AGAINST A COUPLE 
OP EX-COLONlAL 
> MARINES - / 


ALL MY 
PAULT. J 


, THAT'S ^ 
HOT TRUE l YOU 
SAVBOOUR 

Lives PACK OH 
?¥? WHEN YOU 
GOT INTO THAT 
. M.A.K 
v SUIT. . 


SAVEO/Yiy 
EUTT AGAIN 
S T&HIGHT~ 


r YEAH, 
AMP blew UP 

THE WHOLE 
PLATFORM 
S POING n' 


/ LARA, YOU ^ 
AMV JESS HAVE 1 
HAP TRAINING 
POP THIS KINP 
OF STUFF, YOU'V 
EE GErTTER OFF 
if you pipn't 
HAVE TO WORRY 
k AEOUT ME. ' 


r you 

OHLY PO 
WHAT YOU 
HAP TO. . 


EUT EITHER 
OISE OF YOU 
WOULP'VE 
CONE IT 
lEETTER.' 


SO YOU MAPE A 
MISTAKE. WE 
ALL HAVE. YOU 
CAN'T CHANGE 
^ THE PAST.* 


























' the ^ 

EE5T YOH CAN 
HOPE POP IS 
THAT >VUSTAY 
AUVE TO 
lEAFN FPOM 

YOUR 

k MISTAKES. j 


W A NO ^ 

SPEAKIN& OP 
STAYING AUVE „ 

lets see if we 

CAN MAKE THIS 
PLACE MOPS 
k vePBH6\ei.E. 


r we'll 

TRY 70 

eer out 
OF HERS 
x AT FIRST 
»\ Lt&HT. 


euu \s, 
&\ve /he a 
hano 
with,,. 


eiLi 5,„? 












































































'THAT 

WA$ 























































































































y&Arf. 

thahks. 


S^,..’t&ues& 

T'C? >=fc?l?<50TTEN 
THAT FOP A WHILE,, 
row CON'T KNOW 
HOWGOOV rr IS 
1V SPBAK WITH 
SVCPfiVS- AGAIN , - 


;i/A« 



/ .V./7 /y/ymf^KKm. 

:JP[ (TUS 

jfawsfJk\~KU ssm " V/Z <031 

■FT ^ 

Kr 

/ |f/jyf( 

L m l|n\ 

?¥l 








§g^ Jf 


Mj 

HEPE TO HELP- PO 
k row /H//VC? TBLUNGf J 
\ WS EV40TLV WH^TS/ 

ht? 

■J 

ki\- w 


Pw/rA * 

-/ f NC 5 7 C7N ^ 


B^T 






















r IT'S KINPOPA LONG 
STORY. LET'S JUST 
SAY T HEARP THAT 
PEOPLE ON THIS PLANET- 
ON 0U/YCA-- WERE 
hp, IN TROUBLE. 

HAP TO CHOOSE T. l/ 
WHICH SlPE % WAS W- 
GOING TO BE ON— l/\ 
< THE HUNTEP &' /J 
Ik. OR YOURS. JtM £ 


/THE MMMT0APS 7 
Q YOU MEAN THE 
>),[ INVISIBLE GUYS 
A WHO attackeo 

THE SURVEY 
£>• PLATFORM T. 

^ YOU WERE \ 
W/Trt THEM T&UT \ 
THEY'RE NOT 
tfUM/lr/, ARE ) 
v THEY? ^ 


^ YES, N 
POROVER A 
YEAR .AN P 
NO, THEY'RE 
V not,,, a 


^ I LEARNEP^T 
THE HARP WAY 
THAT IT WAS A 
MISTAKE TO THINK 
A HU/HAN SEINE 
coulpapapt TO 
OTHElR CULTURE .. 


NOW 
TMEY'ME 
LEARNING JUST 
HOW B/& A 
MISTAKE IT 
-v. WAS. ^f/, 


LOOK ,1 MAPS 
OUtTE AN ENTRANCE. 

IT WON'T BE LONG 
iv BEFORE WE GET , 
mL COMPANY. Afl 


YOU TWO AREN'T 
THE OAAY 
SURVIVORS, 
k ARE YOU ? , 


THERE ARE 
THREE OPUS, 
ACTUALLY. 
THERE MAY BE 
OTHERS,BUT... 


T GUESS 
WE HAVE A 
LONG STORY 
OP OUR 
. OWN. ^ 


are 

there any 

OTHER 
SURVIVORS T 
WE'VE GOT TO 
ROUNP THEM 
UPANP FINP 
.SOME COVER. 


h jflgp 







be 



































there are 

f these orbatures-'J 
Aft/'&V’S ’-horrible 1 

THINGS. THEY CAN APAPT 
TO ANY ENVIRONMENT, 
ANP THEY'VE BEEN i 
l PlSCOVEREP All OVER } 
THE COLONIES. / 

f JESS, ELLIS. ANO 
I WERE PART OP AN 
EXTERMINATION team 
THAT WAS SENT TO A 
SPACE STATION TO WIPE 
OHT AN INFESTATION . 

WHAT WE WON'T KNOW 
WAS THAT THE STATION 
, HAP BEEN INFESTEP , 
\ BY THE COMPANY-- A 


f HE'S MAP ^ 
BECAUSE THE 
PLATFORM ‘S 
SUPERVISOR 
HAP US 
ARREStEO — 
ON COMPANY 
\ ORPER&. / 


f I'M KATE LARA 
THIS IS MARTIN J ESS 
THE THIRO MEMBER 
. OP OUR GROUP 
V IS BRIAN - J 


r BIDS. HE RAN X 
OPP A Bit AGO" > 
TRVIN' TO GET 
HIMSELF KlLLEP, 
v >15 3 C/flN > 

> -reLL. 

^ AS FOR ANYOTHERSrs 
WE SAW A COUPLE OP 
•COPTERS ANO A SHUTTLE 
GET AWAY BEFORE THE 
PLATFORM CRASHEO.SO 
. MAYBE THEY AIL GOT Y 

■LL TO SAFETY,. 


/ on pv/p/pose r* 

THEY WANTEP TO SEE 
HOW LONG IT WOULP 
TAKE THE ALIENS TO 
KILL POUR HUNPREP 
INNOCENT PEOPLE- 
. MEN, WOMEN,ANP 
X. CHI LOREN. ^Y 


y^SOME OP TH 6 ^\ 
' HIGHER-UPS PiPN'T' 
appreciate THE pact 
THAT WE BLEW THEiR 
PAT A TO ATOMS , 

. ALONG WITH THE 
V STATION ANO S 
^7 _ THE" 


THAN YOU 
KNOW. 



yBS ' 



/ KNOW ALL ABOUT \ 


1 

( BUGS. WE HAVE 

] j Cr 





























"7 HEBE WAS EVEN A 
A107M&B-0U& C>N 
BOABV MY SHIP,,, 




BUT TC&N'T THINK 
SHE COULP HAVE 
SUBVIVBP THAT 
LANPIN&. 


"THE HUNTERS SEEP 
WHOLE PLANETS WITH 
THB BUGS ANO HUNT 
THEM PORSPORT." 















































some 

SPORT.'X OON'T ^ 
THINK I WANT TO N 
eo UPA0AINST 
INVISIBLE CREATURES 
WHO THINK HUNTING / 
^ALIENS IS FUW. ( 


r THE WHOL& n = 

CULTURE IS BUILT ' 

AROUNO HUNTING. ITS, 
REALLX OLUTE 
EXHILARATING WHEN y 
K you 1 RE /M it,,. y 


WHEN 

HOWRE ONE 
OP THE 

Humees. 


AS ROR 
GOING UP 
AGAINST 
THEM- 





\:r <*••• 

Jf ^>1 f 

' rV 

r \ 

, }y'JH 









































BfUOW 
. A*f . 



<W tr h 




E£f Infl 

































































YOU ^ 
WERE SURE AS 
HBL-L Rl&HT 
ABOUT ONE 
THI N&s 
s. LAOY-- 


--it's ^ 

EXHILARATING. 




ipM 


7 J^=VMC>T. KNOWS WHAT 
T'VE OONE . IV6 BROKEN THE 
CORE, XW HC?T JUST AN OUT' 
SIPER TO THEOLAN,,' 


> I'M THE CLAN'S 
WORST ENEMY. 


T WASALREAPy 
THE QUEEN'S. 

















































mwz 


^ LOCK, 

THI6 (5N'T YOUR ^ 
Ft&HT. BOTH 3WES 

want we. IF you 

&ET THE cCH/IN^-E, 
/Y\A\CB A RUN . 
h*. FOG IT. 




NCP. 

WE'RE 

WITH 

y<?w~ 




-5K5N6P CPN 
. 1C? KILL 

V ^w^'v 


^ /4NC? 

^U'KE 
VVIUUING' TCP 

«/5K yoiftes 

TCP RETURN 
TH 0 P 54 VCP /71 


^ TH/IT,,, ^ 
/INC? THERE 
DOESN'T 6EE/Y 
TO EE ANY 
.OTHER WAY. , 


*0 /( 



| gLJ0 

) uy & A 
























Lg/VI/ne T -TAKE 
PAGE OB . 
\ -THEM / J 


' a-a-a-ah 

r-fAKE 

7H-JHATJ 



























K-KILL 

y&u 

/4LLU*/ 


S - N. 

SE4LLX L05T IT. 
THE PBEV9ACK 

axsra/vi is 

PZYIN& HIS 
•v. 0«e4iN. 




>£>W NUT5 ? 

y&wu. bb 

<IL -L£P/ ^ 


r C^/HN/ 

Z CAH'T LET 
W£f? VO THIS 
v >IL^Ne. 


Ld*?<5 LIKE 
L/ 4 I ?4 PIP IT. 
WMV0E TH& 
KIP'^ HOT AS 
PAR GONE 
AS I 

^THOUGHT. / 


THAT'S ISO ROBOT, IT'S AT/?*. 
A10QIL& AtSSAUUT BXO~ 
WARRIOR . OUR FRlENP, HUS 
THE IPI0T--IS IISSlPE. 


/P^ THE 

/flFMPI? WILL ~ 

/llB'VtV-- IF 
THEY'RE WILLING 
\TO FAY THE . 
\ PRUZE. 4= 


WHAT ~ 
Or/ GOOPCAN YOU 
:<S VO T THAT 
W*\ ROBOT'S 
CWT dPF _ 

OX<Z£WTI?C?L < > 


/UMt . - —. 












































THEN WB'fZB 
All QO\N& 

. HOMS. _ 


IARA 

&&T 

BACK 



































r if yew Be 

&-gonna survive 

YOU NEEV ME IN 
THE SUIT. NO 
k ARGUMENTS. 


J V-VCN'T M-MAKE ~ 
ME LAl&H ,JESS.\T'£> 
ALL J C"CAN VC TO 
KEEP THE SUIT . 
UNPEG C-CONTROL { J 


WOW. 


~ THEN N 
WE'V BEmEP 
get you 

OUT OP 

^THERE'~ y 


JEE2, ^ 
ELLIS,THIS ^ 
BURNING-XTS-TO- 
ClNOERS BUSINESS 
IS &ETTIN ' TO BE 
k A THINS WITH m 

you. 


^ ONLY 
ONE PLACE 
. 70 GO,.. 



























■ay ip we a 

— 7 VtfWT T<?<2£T 
OPff 'THlfi PLANET. 


' I'/*1 WARNING YOU,THOUGH- 
IT'S NOT 0O\NG TO BE EASY. 
THE HUNTERS HAVE IT IN POP 
/Vie NOW. THEY WANT My BlOOP. 


" THEN THERE'S THE mama BUG 
ANP HER BROOP. SHE ANP X 
HAVE A HISTORY, ANP IP ANY¬ 
THING, SHE WANTS ME WORSE 
THAN TOPKNOTANP HI& TROUPE 


"THE GOOP THING 
IS/THEY'LL PI AY BY 
THEIR RULES--RULES 
THEY'VE SPENT THE 
LAST YEAR Off SO 
TEACHING ME. 


Wj "ANP SHE WON'T PLAY 


'sk BY ANY RULES THAT 


WE EVEN UNPERSTANP . 


"ON TOP Off EVERYTHir& 
ELSE, I NAVE NOIPEA 
WHAT KlNP Off MONSTERS 
MAY BE NATIVE TO THIS 
WORUV. 









































HAW. GOOP PONT 

okay, ip we GET 
&PWT UP, HERB'S 
V WHAT YOU PO. 


AHV ^ 

OUST WHERE 
/S IT THAT 
WE'RE &OING7_ 


HUNTING PARTY > 
ARRIVEV IN A 
SHUTTLE. IT'S JUST 
A FEW KLICKG VuE 
SOUTH CPF HERE. 
IT'LL EE IN A 

. CLEARING,anp—a 


ANP WE'RE 
SUPPOSES 
TO Ft.y AN 
ALIEN 

fcw SHIP ? ^ 


YOU 

TRAINER 
AS A 
P\lOTZ 


Y OKAY. THE \ 
CONTROLS ARB 

PRETTY MUCH 

intuitive-ekcept 

YOU PUS A/ ON THE 
COLLECTIVE TO 
GAIN ALTITUDE 
ANP PULL 0/fCU 

V TO OESCENP. / 


T- CAN'T 
EXPLAIN THE 
NAVIGATION WITHOUT 
SHOWING IT TO YOU, 
EUT YOU CAN AT 
LEAST GET A GAPE 
PlSTANCE AWAY. A 



































































riZAGt.'. 

YCU /VIW5T 
HPUPA1/?. 
e«l<3<£5- 


7 SO. N/«45/4Vy4. > 
you’re An 
jr/p/soto- * 
shtoui-we ri&iAxev, 
, THE W/4X >-C?W 


HAnvueoMe 
























































WHPN X 
TBlBP H? FULL 
IJiPPFlPP HIM, 

HB SJARTBP 
&H0KIH0. . 


~ rt'£>MYJ 0 S> N 
127 pecnec-T 
mr. e>R\&&&,en T 

I PIPN'T KHOW . 
WHAT-r&Ct?. f 


r l&?-r ^ 

news pop. yov 

HI RA$AWA’- 

yovr doss is 
e&yorit? 
HELP- . 


R4f? .45 Z'/VI ^ 
^SSTrV^fffNpP,' 
/T £<?WLRN'T 
HAPPEN TO A J 
NICER / 

JK dW>C >4 


cTwter. 


4/sewe 

'THIS 

LATER, 

OKAY? 


SI THINK X g 
/ IT'5 T//W£ \ 

V VV6 5PHT ) 

\ VP,.. L^_ 

f NlRASAWA , \ 

J£SS is Rl&HT" 
ITS -TOO LATE "TO 
HELP SOUR MASTS#. 
9UT IF THERE'S 
ANY PART OF >VUR 
PROGRAMMING 

that unperstahps 

V REYEMGE — / 


























































































c-MC5ej wove. snoRry 
FEINTS , FRECKL-BS ATTACKS. 
I 'M SHPPOSEV to TRY TO 
ELOC-K THE FIRST "ATTACK" 

AN? ae cau&ht bythb sbcono. 


a year aso t 

WOUtsPN'T HAYS’ 
KNOW N THAT 
FRECKLES ' 
SlU^N CE \$ THE 
HUNTER _ 
EOUIYALENTOF 
A SCREAM OF 

terror. 




































ty... 

KXZ THE 

i/tsr TiA^e 


'no 

ARGUMENT 

hepb.g tvs 

/Hg ,4 

. H/4NC?. , 


r wg <2/4 n't 
H gUP Hl/W,&rr 
MAYBE Hg C4N 
HELPUS. I'UL 
EXPLAIN WHEN 
WE GET AWAY 
v P(?CW HEPS. 


P WHAT'PE 
>t?U VO IM<3 
>t?W tM'C? 


>t5Vf«SgUF 
TH4T EP'GGS 
WAS &EX 0 NP 
k H6UP/ > 


uH.m 

wHwH 






^ 5 y <Xy uWB 


v> * 




r w WE'V 





\ \ 11 / 
\ \ I f / J 



^(zjYfjr 






^Jl 

h 1 

Z' > / / / l J ^Em 

justn/[ / 



■(\" ' 


\"7 > 2 ?W^NP/Me / V, 





Wwfj 



yJtI ". ^r. 



* ' 









































^WHATS ^ 
THE MATTER 
. SHORTY? 


SOMEBODY TO 
BAOK YOU UP ? 
YOU'RE HOT A 
HUNTER. >OU'RE 
. JUST A A 

\ Butty. A 


/ I'AT 
more or a 

HUNTER 
i THAN 

\ you. . 


< HUMAN...> 

k /UtCA/fi v > 


r T KTf&V^ 

you couio 

UHPBPSTAHP 

^ME.GCCO.. 


1 MAY BE < 
HUMAN, BUT I'M 
AlEO HUNTER. 

ANP EVEN 
THOUGH THE 
HUMAN 6WE OP 
MB PAYS ITS 
YY/POM& TO J 

^k'/lu you... A 




^aSr /''JfcMSQ 



( * n & - ,v«L x ^r'v. 

J 










% j IB^/ NOT SO 


rV x «*■ 

ImA[ TOUGH WITHOUT 1 
































HUN7EI? &WE 

kho ws \T6> the 
only &/yr*t?T 

THIH& TO CO/ y 




PAYIN 


INTUITIVE 

INTUITIVE 

/VI/-' 



M 

i 

v> f 

H 


















































oh! you 
MAPE IT: 
I PIPN'T 

hear you 


r |T'(S 
AIL ffl&HT 
I'M HERE 
T'tl ELY 
>■ IT. . 


r *?u > 

WEREN'T 

suPFiasec? 

TC?. l£ THAT 
k EtuE ?> 


^ y?AH. HE'£>\ 
r in BAP SHAPE. 

THIE IS TH5 
SECCNV TIMS HE'S 
SAVEV US BY 
. GETTING INTO j 
\ THAT6UIT. y 

I HOPE HE'S\ 
GOINS TO j , 
v ee okay, rr 




...HOT TO 
MENTION THE 

. sues{ 


fy YOU OAN 
SAY THAT AGAIN 
SISTERS GET 
THIS SHIP 
< /AIRBORNE / 


WHAT'S THAT-? V ^ 

/4LL HERE-.- ^ 

WH<?',S SHOOTING ?J-l THAT 7 


iDmic.net 






























































W -THAT ^ 
7 Y1CUI.V 9B 
0t?/OGO... IN THE 
4*4* ARMOR. I 
THOUGHT HE SHCUU? 

XOSO/HE GOCO> 

. WITH WHAT 

L l/ttle- time he 1 
[V H/46 left, yn 


r 30, ^ 
WHERE XX? 
WE GO PROW 1 
v HERE ? y 


Hc?/vie 


.SOMEPLACE 
I HAVEN'T 
9 EEH, YET. 


/ HOWIE , 



1 % <?F ) 


a liuMr 

M \ iSC?U«S& . / 




























script 

IAN EDGINTON 

art 

ALEX MALEEV 

colors 

PERRY McNAMEE / DARK HORSE DIGITAL 

lettering 

CLEM ROBINS 


title illustration 

GLENN FABRY 



_a 

LIAR/ THIEF, WHORE, 
MURPEPER. LI YATSEN 
1$ /?44 OF THESE— 
THE LATTER /WOS7 
PECEHTL-V. 


PLAY/N& THE 
WANPERINS SASE, HE 
PEPPLEP ELIXIRS ANP 
UNCTIONS TO PIM- 
VYITTEP /MOUNTAIN 
VILLASERS. 


YET EVEN //£■ PlPN'T 
ANTICIPATE HIS CURE- 
ALL OF SNAKE SLOOP, 
SINSENO, ANP URINE 
fepmentins INTO A 
TOXIC E3REVY. 


SEVENTEEN 

PIEP... 


..THE REST 3/nfl£HEP 
HIS CHEST LIKE PORCELAIN, 
PROVE HIM OUT TO A SLOW 
PEATH, EREATHINS HIS OWN 
SLOOP AS NIOHT ANP COLP 
CLOSED IN. 
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HE HAS LITTLE 
TIME FOP THE 
SOPS. THEY'RE 
FOR THE SULLIELE, 
THE PIOUS/ ANP 
THE PYINS. 




YET, THROUGH ELOOP- 
STAINEP TEETH HE 
PRAYS fOP PELIVERANCE. 
IT NEVER HURTS TO 
KEEP YOUR OPTIONS OPEN. 


7 


r 


SUPPENLV 
THE SKY OPTIONS 
AN VSCRPAM&... 


/ No^i 


... ANP POSTIN'/ 
ARRIVES ON 
EURNINE WINES 


N. " ~V~ 


V 




K - 
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A £HA(2P OF THE 

my TURNS 
NISHT INTO DAY 


IN THE VIULASE THEY 
COWER IN THEIR 
PEPS/ FEARFUL- OF 
THIS etAC OF lU-OMEN 


YET, lO U'S A&ILB 
MINP IT IS 
SOMETHING MORE 


...IT IS AN 
OPPORTUNITY. 



=r 


1 





, \ 


% JRI 






^\\ \ 

iS 


/M.i v\fiBft£vHB9C2 
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ALIEN METAL HISSES 
ANP SPITS LIKE A VIPER 
IN THE WHITE HEAT. IT 
4 TOUCHES A MEMORY 
IN LI OF A CAUTIONARY 
TALE TOLP HIM AT HIS 
ORANPFATHEP'S KNEE. 


OF PEATH ANP 
PRAGONS... 


...ANP MEN 
WHO WALK LIKE 
GOPG. 

















r' me unit is in * 
POSITION. THEY WISH TO 
MOW IF THERE ARE ANY 
f FINAL ORPERS 7 * 


MISTER 
LEE...SIR? 


NO, THEY KNOW ^ 
WHAT TO VO. TELL 
THEM THEY HAVE 
MY UTMOST 
. CONFlPENCE. j 


'iES / 
THEO? 


nDH/ANDTHEfl^ 
HOLD ALL MY 
CALLS. T SHALL 
EE IN PRAYER 
. FOR A WHILE. , 


SOMEWHERE/ UNSEEN, UNHEARD 
AEPVE THE CITYSPRAWL,THE GOVS 
LAUSH QUIETLY TO THEMSELVES. 


£ 



J 

- 

ii 







































THE SLAUGHTER- 
HOUSE OF WEST AFRICA.THATS 
HOW THE tYORLP HAS COME TO 
v KNOW THIS FORMER FRENCH . 
V COLONYOFGHAMIEIA.^/ 


,^-"''SlNCE ITS INDEPENDENCE 
THIRTY YEARS AGO, GOVERNMENT 
FORCED AND COMMUNIST RESELL HAVE 
. FOUGHT A ELOORY CIVIL WAR. > 


S^UNSPEAHAEL-E ATROCITIES ^ 
HAVE BEEN COMMITTED W&OTH 
SIPES. SUT IT WAS THE /MASSACRE 
OF FIFTY AlP WORKERS ANP JOURNAL 
ISTS TEN YEARS AGO THAT PIN ALLY 
v SAW THE WEST MTHPRAW ITS AID . 


^ NO NEWS TEAM HAS ^ 
RARER VENTURE PACK INSIDE 
. ITS BORDERS UNTIL /VCW... 


^ HOLD IT/ 

earl.that could 

v EE H//Y1. y 


Lrf>, 

(y 

■ - g 'y 

FTX\ 





\ t-— Jl 



pLr 




Lii 















\m \ i mrJpW^M 



\ W B -\ B 

V 


L '/•>—> v—~ 




352 


















"IT IS...VEEP 
ROLLINS. 


"IN AN EXCLUSIVE REPORT, 
m REVEAL PRINCE LAURENT 
MAKAE&A, SRANPSDN OF 
FORMER KINO FRANCOS, 
NAS COME OUT OF EXILE 
IN BERLIN TO PD WHAT THE 
UNITEP NATIONS COULD NOT... 




r OV.A'i, THAT'|,L DO. 

JU &ET A FEW WORDS FROM 
HIS HIGHNESS ANP WE'LL 
. have enoush TO UP-LINK 
L. SACK TO LONDON. A 


^ THIS TI/VIE TOMORROW ™ 
WE'UU EE EUOWINS OUR 
WPU-UAPNPP SONUS ON A 
SKINFUL DOWN THE PUE 


' OAN'T COME N 
SOON, NEITHER. 
THIS PLACE SIVES /VIE 
THE WILLIES AN' NO 

fcv mistake. ^ 
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come on ! w e'pe 

. WORKING. . 


I'M NOT 
CUT OUT F 
THIS CMP. 


3ECKAI THE ^Si 
RESELL HAVE CLEARP/ ^ 
SPOKEN THE TRUCE. THEY'RE 
OONNA Kl UL EVERYONE... 
MS INCLUPEPI 


THEN WHERE ><J 

'ARE they smart apse 

ZOOAT AROUNP YOU" NOTICE 
ANYTHING /HISSING...W£ 
K. THE BAPSUYS? 


FOR6ET IT/ WE'RE 


"...NOW l-ETS 
6 ET THE 
HELL 0//7" 
OF HERE I" 
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~ THEY'RE^ 
/NS/PB THE 
COMPOUND?' 


.»\\\\ 


EAPi-'PHN ONE 
&&HTY, QUICK.. 


where?' 

WHERE ?! 


"...WHAT PD YOU 
MAKE OF THAT?'. 





hL^ np 


fipb^rv \' / J f 

flfc \ xT 

ivig^TA ^ uAr 
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"If I PIPN'T KNOW 
SETTER, J'P £AV THE5E 
POOR SA6TARP5 ARE 
EElN£ PUT TO PIECES 
W 6 H 06 T&I" 


r THI& IS> CAPTAIN -7 

OKlRl TO PONTROU/WE \ *f 
ARE UNPER/77W*'.THE ) 
v PRINCE...THE PRINCE y £-s 
IE P£AP/ * 


MVE ACE dM0U£H£Pt 
THE CEEELS...SOMEHOW...I N 
PON’T KNOW... WE APE EEIN6 

wipep out/ y 

V ££NP REIN FOR-- .X " 
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THIS IS 

SOME SERIOUSLY WE/RP 
SHIT, SAUL. NO WAY IS "THE 
OTHER SIPE USINS 
V CONYENT/OUAL A 
WEAPONS. 


^THESESUYS 
r WERE ELASTEP WITH ^ 
SOMETHING ^/<S AW HOT. 
\ LPPK, IT'S CAUTERIZED . 
V THE WPUNP. ^ 


^ WAIT, HERE'S 
ANOTHER, EAPL 
v LOOK AT THIS. „ 


^ IT'S SO/YI6 < 
K/NPOP 6ARE,OC 
SPEAR TIP. 
WEISHS ALMOST 
k NOTHING, y 


"OHNO/ 0ECKA... EECRAf I THINK 
WE SHOULP (SO, RIGHT NOW!" 
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ZONE'S CLEAR ^ 
ANP PACIFIEP. COLLATERAL. 
PAMA&E IS ONE HUNPREP J 
V PERCENT. 




L vWEBlT 

J 
























SHOULD 
I OML IT 
iN/ sir? 


^ SO AHEAP/ N 
SEAN. THE PUP 
A/IAN U p£ 

. WAITING. . 


^...eecause ive ^ 

CAN ALL TAKE THESE 
PAWN SUITS OFF EEFORE 
WE PASS OUT. > 


"ANOTHER PAY/ 
ANOTHER POU-AR. 


"THERE'S SOT TO EE AN 
S/S/? WAV OP EARNING 
A UIVINS THAN THIS." 
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r7 7HRBB MONTHS SINCE^P 
YOUR MEN PERAILEP THE N 
PEACE PROCESS IN SHAMIBIA, 
ANP STILL THBY HAVE NOT 
^ MAPE AN APPEARANCE f A 


T OW, BO fT'S^ 
/Y1Y FAULT THAT 
THEY'RE A N0- 
SHOWTCOME ON, 
LEE/ YOU /r/VO*V 
SHOW IT WORKS.. 


"THREE 

MONTHS, 

MAJOR 

CABOT... 


/ THE ENVIRON-^ 
' MENT HAS TO BE 
JUST SO TO LURE 
THEM OUT. HEAT 
V ANP CONFLICT, . 

v RI6WT? y 


^OKAY, SO THEY ^ 
HAVEN'T TAKEN THE 
BAIT SO REAP/LY 
THIS TIME.THEY WILL, 
WE JUST HAVE 
V TP EE PATIENT. ^ 


^ MAJOR, MY PATIENCE^ 

is Short mo t//yie the 

ONE COMMOPITY I /VO 

longer have 

V the LUXURY OF. ^ 


1 


n u i 

h 

L 

* 


if 






Ln 1 

'ill 
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WHAT ^ 
IS THIS? 


yr YOU SEE, MAJOR, 

YOU ARE NOT THE E/RS7 
I HAVE EMPLOYER TO HUNT 
THESE... PREPNTORS, . 


KNOWN OF THEIR > 
EXISTENCE, THE TH/NSS 
THAT HUNT/f^/V FOR / 
^ SPORT. y 


mr- THERE IS AN 
r AVC/ENT TALE, <5 
OF SUBOTAI, A 
NOBLE SAMURAI WHO 
0E&TEP* PREPATOE IN 
COMBAT, /W? ITS 
k HEART IN 7 
^TRIUMPH. y 


SUEOTAI 
WAS OVER TWO 
NUNPREP YEARS 
OLP WHEN HE 

pied, y 


Mr MAJOR, 
r JAM THIRTY- 
EI6HT YEARS OLP. m 
1 HAVE BEEN THIRTY-W 
EISHT FDR THE LAST I 
SEVEN CENTURIES. M 
1 INTEND TO STAY M 
k SO FOR /WWV Jj 
^ MORE. 

■SfehL ^ PLEASE, 
1 • : ^W2St FOLLOW 


THIS JSN'T X 
ABOUT TROPHIES, > 
OR WAR, OR POWER, OR 
POLITICS. IT'S SIMPLER 
v THAN THAT...ISN'T IT? . 


ms* \5* 

wHv i L 


k. ON MY BEHALF / 

- 7i 



SJPV 0 \ W V 

tXj! 
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..ITS TIME YOU HAP 
-THE FULL TOUR." 


SOP, (PC ^ 
INPEEP SOPS, THEY 
APE OF LITTLE 
conseouence to 
ME ...DP RATHER 
S THEY WFRB... y 


* ...UNTIL ^ 
XS'/W'THE 
, LISHT. 


7///S,MAJ0R/^ 
^ IE A PRBPATOR ^ 
' SPACECRAFT. ITS 
OCCUPANTS, THANKFULLY 
PECEASEP, SAVEP MY LIFE 
ITS METALS ANP TECH- 
^ NOLOGY FURNlSh/BP 
k ME WITH A A 

^k New one. 


MY ENTIRE 


FROM THIS SHIP 


r IT STILL CLINGS^ 
TO SOWS SECRETS, 
PUT EVENTUALLY THEY 
v WILL ALL EE MINE.^ 


SIR, WE HAVE ^ 
OUSTCPACKBP THE 
SHIP'S CO/Y1PUTFR 
LOCKING SEQUENCE 
ON THE CARSO / 
k FOP... y. 


Y FINANCIAL EMPIRE IS 



f FOUNPFP UPON A MERE « ■ 

■'>■ <; J i-' 

vtv 1 

l FRACTION Of THE £& 

," J \ l® 


L comoowss fmoirepMCm. 

ml’ 



V POCTOR W 


L KlSHIRpy^ 

Ilf 1 Hill 
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'...THEY APPEAR TO 
CONTAIN SOME POP/VI 
OP ORGANIC SAC£." 


IP THEY CONTAIN YOUNG, 
WE COUi-P CREEP THEM 
CLONE THEM/ //#// YOU 
/#?/?/ EE OUT OF A JOE/ 
V MAJOR CAEOT. < 


£PMETHIN£S 

HAPPENING/ 
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' OPEN N 
UP! OPEN 

PM . 


^ what the > 

APE YOU 
V POINTS* > 


£ECUKlN£ My 

INVESTMENT _ 


^ MI5TEC LEE/ 
£lR'UETMEOUT, 
PLEASEfl HAVE A 
w WIFE-A CHIU?- 


364 

































' WHAT N 
KINPC? 
MAN ARE 
YOU I? . 


r ONE IT ^ 
W0ULP9E 
W*SE NOT 

70 annoy, 
. MA30R., 


"POCTOR KOEHIRO, 
£ENP IN A EIOHAZARP 
TEAM TO SECURE THE 
^PEClMENfr. KEEP THEM 
LOCKEP POWN ANP 
MONITOREP UNTIU 
TOMORROW..." 



/; X / / XjV 




mM * *J 

j^r 




'f /fr 

k V 

-Tf /TA \ Vi * 
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"I THINK WE'VE AIL 
HAV/HORB THAN 
ENOUGH EXCITEMENT 
FOR ONE PAY " 


••fc 

nr 

BpMl 

■cSpjffQB 



- •» i i 

1 I 


i v 1 





















MY NAME; 1 $ Rp&BCCA /Mc0R/O£ 
ANP MT/ LIFE SBRIOUSLY IN THE 
TOILET. 


ALL 1 CARE P A POUT WAS THE /MAJOR 
STORY THAT WAS BR£AK/NG>. THEIR 
EXILEP MONARCH HAP RETURNED TO 
NEGOTIATE THE FIRST PEACE SETTLE 
WENT IN THIRTY YEARS, ANP J WANTEP /V 


SEVENTY-TWO HOURS AOO X WAS 
IN &HA/M/0/A, A PIMPLE ON THE 
ARSE OF AFRICA WHERE STARCHEP 
UNIFORMEP PSYCHOPATHS SENT 
POY SPLPIERS TO HUTCHPR EACH 
OTHER FOR SOME CAUSE OR ANOTHER. 
J PON'T THINK THEY REALLY CAPPt? 
WHICH. __ 


MY CAMERAMAN, EARL, ANP I 
WERE THE ONLY NEWS TEAM 
TO SET THROUGH. NO ONE 
ELSE WOULP TOUCH IT. 
THERE WERE TOO MANY 
JOURNALISTS' &ONEE IN 
THOSE RILL/NS FIELPS... 




r t 


1 'AV 

A mmm 


b* n 

\ i MXH 



vBI 



'\T'- 





-- 










































































...PUT WHAT THE HELL, X 
WAS PECCA McPRlPE. IV 
GO WHERE CNN ANP THE 
EEC FEAREP TO TREAP 


I WAS MURROW, P/LGER ANP 
THOMPSON IN A WDNPER 6RA 
ANP com AT SOOTS.1 WAS THE 
NEW WAVE, THE JOURNEY AS 
ROOK STAR. I'P EVEN PONE 
A PENTHOUSE SPREAP, FOP. 
CHRlSSAKE. I WAS 
UNTOUCHABLE. i'22S^ 


...TAKE IT FROM /WE, 
/VSPEyR RELIEVE 
YOUR O/Y/V PRESS 


SOM£TH/NG SLAUSHTEREPEARL- 
THE PRINCE... EVERYONE. SOMETHINS 
1 COULPN'T SEE ANP CAN'T EXPLAIN. 

1 GOT IUCKY-A U N. SWOOP TEAM PUtlEP 
ME OUT, BURNT ANP BLEEPING. 


IN FPRTY-EISHT HOURS X WAS PACK 


THE MEPIA FRATERNITY PROPPEP 
ME LIKE A PSE PURSER. MY ESO 
SOT EARL HtLLEP. 1 COULPN'T 
SET LA/P, LET ALONE A CHANCE 
TO TELL A1YSI0B OF THE STORY. 


ANP IF I PIP, tVHO'P RELIEVE 
ME ? EARL'S CAMERA, THE TAPES, 
ALL THE EV/PENCE IS CONE... 


11 hi 

C1_j 


T\ 




AG A FRENCH KISS AT A FUNERAL. 1 

li 1 

1| , H 


TLzr-A 

-C-r'Tp.-Ji 

















































..mu, NOT 
QUITE Ml. 


THE PERSON OF PUBfOUS 
HYGIENE OVER THERE 1$ CRAB, 

A TECHNO-PAGAN IF YOU'LL EXCUSE 
THE CONTPAPICTION. HIE /3ESZ- 
NAMES JULIAN/ ANP HIS PAPE A 
STOCKBROKER, PUT X PON'T 
LET ON X KNOW. 


HE ANP HIE COUNTERCULTURE, 
ANARCHIST, RlCH-KIP CHUMS APE 
JUST A FEW OF THE WElRP CONTACTS 
I'VE MAPE OVER THE YEARS. THEY'RE 
INTO VESANISM/ SMART PRUGS/ RAVINS 
ANP OF Ml,TOTAL PATA ACCESS. 


THEY CORPORATE 
ANP GOVERNMENTAL 

/.AUNORymv hang it out 

ON THE /VET FOR ALL THE 
yVORLP TO SEE." 


T HERE/ ^ 
PER/ OOP A 
LOAOOF 
. THIS * > 


I punno 

'what the source ^ 

METAL IS/ PUT IT'S SEEN 
alterepata 
. /MOLECULAR / 
LEVEL. ^ L 


F^J'VEPOSTEP \l 
THE SPECS ON THE N 
NET. THERE APE A FEW 
FOLKS W WO MIGHT 
KNOW WHERE THIS THING 
^ CAME FROM. ^ 


THE ELAPES 
LIGHTER AN' HARPER T 
THAN ANYTHING 
J'VE SEEN. rr'S ALMOST 
v INF/NITELY KEEN ,A 


pi *■ 



1 

ra 

E""E? 




































'BlOOVi 
HELL, THAT 
, WAS FAST. 


' Jr NO. CRAP ^Wlk 
/ CRAP AH/ HERE ^ 
WE GO. SOME OTAEU'S 1 
/MATCHUP IT TO A COUPLE 
OP THINSS OF A E/M/LAR, 
\ MOLECULAR A 
PATTERN. ^ 


f THEY'RE ~ 
PARTIAL .PIRATE 
SPECS FOR NEW 
MILITARY 
TECHNOLOGY/ 
V THEY'RE,,, j 


THIS IS SOME 

r LARGE TROUBLE, GIRL. ^ 
THE PARENT COMPANY BELONGS 

TO Gipeon suhn l be 
L. NAME RINS A £g£4 ? ^ 


ONLYASOUT 
A MILLION. THERE'S 
SlPEON LEE ANP THEN 
THERE'S GOP.. / 


NOT SAP ' 
FOR A HIPPIE 
FLEAEAO. . 


^ WE AIM 
T'PLEASE. HEREST 5 
YOUR 70/ SETTER J 
k. KEEP IT SAFE. V 

































..WITH THE EU&S 
F/A/ALLY WORKSP 
OUT, WE CAN MARKET 
THIS PfSPOSAELE 
COMPUTER IN 
SIX MONTHS’. 


mm 


EXCELLENT. 


THE SOFTWARE ANP 
PERIPHERALS ALONE 
WILL /MAKE ME YET 
ANOTHER FORTUNE 


"...HE MAKES SILL £AT£S LOOK 
LIKE /MOTHER THERESA." 


»*''>« ■'p r.* 
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ANP ALL THANKS TO 
ft MOST PNFORSBFN 
TWIST OF FATE. 


FAT£ 
APPEARS TO 
PE TWISTINO 
AGAIN EUT 
THIS TIME 
NOT IN MY 
FAVOR. 


X AM py/NG. EACH 
PAY I FEEL A LITTLE 
AHOR£ PEATH CREEP 
INTO MY EONES- 


X AM AFRAIP, BUT 
AFTER SO IONS I AM 
/7SEO TO THE FEAR 
NOW. THIS IS NOT THE 
FIRST TIME/ NOR WILL 
IT EE THE //?S7: THE 
SECRET IS NOT TO 
FIGHT AGAINST 
PEATH... 


...BUT TO &FNP 
TO IT. TO APART . 


_ X\ 





























































.TO SURVIVE. 


•—'— MIS7FR IFF 

Tins is doctor kishiro. 
X PLEASE COME TO THE 

' _ /V /A h/*S /AA AA T2 /">✓/!T "Fit v/ 


i 1 


CLINIC l/VINIEP/ATEP/. 

r /r'5 TIME. 


VERY WELL, 
POCTOR. 


1 AM OVER SEVEN HUNPREP 
YEARS OVD, ANP IN ALL THAT TIME 
7HE STARS HAVE BEEN THE ONLY 
CONSTANT IN MY LIFE. 


IT IS FRO/A THAT SOURCE THAT 
MV /NINIOpTALITY SPRANG... 


...ANP IT IS TC> THEM NOW THAT 
2 LOOK FOR IT MORE. 












> TTWwrf 

.. v 



















W^...ihb f/yi&r/os ^ 

CEASE P METABOLIZING 
7HEIR HOSTS' /SOPX 
/*??■ FORTY-FIVE 

K minutes aso. ^ 


/'THE £ONN£CTIV£=v 
TISSUE ANP VESSELS^ 
BY WHICH THEY 
ACCESSEP THE INTER¬ 
COSTAL ANP EEONCHIAL 
ARTERIES TO FEEP HAVE, 

iV p/ssolvep. y 


MEANING? 


rTANP APPEAR > 
TO EE ENTERING 
A HEW STAGE 
OF THEIR L/FE 
v CYCLE y 


l/'THEY'RE \1 
K NOW /vGjSE 
FLOAT/MS IN 
THEIR HOSTS' 
CHEST 
\ CAVITY... y( 
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' ...SUBJECT ONE’S 
PATTERNS ARE 
/P&WCAl.lBEMB 
PC TINS IN CLINICAL 
SYMPATHY WITH 
















































































THEY CAN'T ^ 
(SET OUT OF THERE 
^ (CAN THEY? ^ 


NO, ALL ^ 
F P/OHAZARP \ 
f CONTAINMENT UNITS' 
ARE LINEP WITH AN 
ALLOY PERIVEP FROM 
THE PRBVATOR 
i SHIP. IT IS 
L ALMOST IMPENE- r- 

tpaple. ^ 


ALMOST? 


T 

\ \ v 'w Jvu 

\ ■" VwIh 



i 'kJgj 

•fambi 


$ i 

/ (« 

U l w 


knl 
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r KILL > 
THEM/ LEE. 
90 IT /VOIYI 


K SAIY^Aj 
WHAT THEY Pip > 
MV THEY'RE STILL 
ONLY YOUNG. GOO 
KNOWS WHAT 
, They coulo , 


THEY ARE 

/ CLEARLY ANOTHER \ 
' EL/EH SPECIES, ONE 
THAT PRBSBNTS US WITH 
A WHOLE OWE/? WORLP, 
v Op POSSIBILITIES, y 


I/ POCTOR,^* 
Y J AM NO 1 
XENOBIOLOG/ST 
PUT THESE 90 HOT 
STRIKE ME AS 
.PEIN GPREPATOR i 
K YOUNS. ^ 


WHO KNOWS > 
WHAT BY-PPOPUCTS 
THEY OOJLP FURNISH 
V US WITH. > 


^ X SUSSEST THAT> 
THEY ARE THE LEAST 
OP OUR TROUBLES AT 
^ PRESENT. 


SONOVAPlTCH I 


Y. BECOME. . 


f ^ 


"/ / 

ijr^m 

l \ 

fl 

V 8 
. e 

Sk 

i 'Y 

\ 




l / 

^ 

■ 

Mil' 



OAL/VI^ 

[ s, 1 / 


gv YOURSELF ’ 

l * V 


ufl MISTER 

A ^ 


CABOT. i 































































SECURITY! 

MOVE' 

MOVE/ 


< /TW£C?£'5 NO\ 


yw!5o\ 

/5PR£A(? OUTTHey'V£T^T^?^. vJH 


( /K/rC* P/P AU- ) 

TO ££ H£R£ J ^tW^HS 

\OA/£ H£C£ ^ 



\SO/ri£WH£&E /y 
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£UN£ ARE <SONM KILL 
, U$ BEFORE THE PAMN 
>w UZARPS PD I A 




w Mgtr ' 
























f iobb > 
the piece, 
lose /T! 

"THEY ' 

L ONLY" 


BUT 
POCTOR 
KISHlR 07 


^ WHY PC>N'T THEY TAKE HIM ^ 
CY/P? HE'S UNARMSP, AN EASY 
/MACK, UNLE£S...THAT'£ IT 1 


r TH6IR PAMNEP ^ 
WARPEP WARRIOR'S 
IOG/C WPN'T LET THEM 
KILL AN UNARMS? 

L. TARGET. ^ 




"...SOT BETWEEN 
/VIE ANP THEM, 

IT WAS/WE THEY 
WERE AFTER" 
OH, HELL, WH ATS 
WZ PO/NO?" 
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^ PPN'T N 
EVEN PUNK, 

v LEE. y 
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"THEY'RE 

LEAVINS." 


WE JUST 
(SOT VERY, 
VERY 
. LUCKY. . 


^ A FACT THAT ^ 
WE MAY BE ABLE 
TO TURN TO OUR 
^ APVANTASE. 


r pip you ~ 

NOTICE THEY 
WERE LOOK¬ 
ING FOR THE 
.EM&RYOS 7 * 


LI VINO 


AM 


ON 


&ORROWEP 


TIME 


MISTER CABOT- ' 
BORROWEP FROM 
THOSE AN//HALS. 
THEYARemy///^.. 


HUNT THEM TT 
r FOR ME. KILL ” 
THEM FOR ME. 
BRINS THEM /EWV 
L ANPI WILLOIVE'iDU 
Vv THE WORLP. A 


Y x jusi ^ 
/WPfV I'M 
001 NO 10 HATE 
WHAT'S COM I NS 
k NEXT. ^ 


ic.net 


























































1 ACHE IN Places I NEVER 
KNEW X mV, aw SMELL LIKE 
a WRESTLER'S ARMPIT. 


m ONLY CONTACT 
IS CRASS OTAKU 
FPlENP LAZARUS 
WITH A SIT OP LUCK 
ANP A FLASH OF 
THIOH, HE'LL HELP/VIE 
PlO UP WHATEVEC X 
NEEP TO KNOW AEOUT 
GIPEON SUHN LEE. 


J'VE 6010 EYERYTH/NG 
I OWN ANP /HAZEL? !W 
CEEPIT CAPPS TO INFINITY. 




...SUT NOW 
I'M HERE. 


LONPON TO TOKYO, ECONOMY PlRBCT. 

IF ITS NOT A HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATION, 
IT &LOOPY WELL SHOULP EE. 












































































































I'VE Com HERE LOOKING 
FOR THE TRUTH, AN V J‘N\ 
GOING TO KICK OVER 
EVERY STONE—LOOK 
INTO EVERY PARK ANV 
NASTY CORNER UNTIL X 
FINP IT. 


£V£N IF IT 
A7/45 Me. 

















11 Ilk 1 Ci*. 


IT'S THREE AM. ANP HOTTER THAN 
A CHERNOBYL SUMMER. AIR CONPl- 
TkONING, IN THIS PIT ? PPEAM ON. 


THE TRANSSEXUAL HOOKERS NEXT 
POOR ACE PARTY)NO TO SIBERIAN 
SPEEP METAL. THE FEEPBACK SETS 
MY FILLINGS ON EPOS SLEEP'S 
JUST WISHFUL THINKING, SO J 
PRAG ON MY FIFTH IRANIAN F/LTER- 
LESS ANP TRY TO KICK-STARf MY SPAIN. 


WELCOME TO TOKYO. 


I I WAS HERE LAST IN 
NINETEEN WHEN THE 
PACIFIC ECONOMIC 
0U0PLE PURST. SALARY¬ 
MEN WERE COMMITTING 
j SBPUKU ALL OVER. THE 
ONLY GROWTH INPUSTRY 
WAS IN INPUSTRIAL 
OFFICE CLEANERS. 


EVENTUALLY, INEVITAPLY, 
THE COUNTRYCRAWLEP 
SACK UP THE FOOPCHAIN 
ANP REASSERTEP ITSELF. 


OLP CrTIES LIKE THIS PON'T PIE. 
THEY'RE LIVING, URBAN ORGANISMS. 
SURVIVORS. CUNNING, AMORAL... 




...ANP OCCASIONALLY 
THEY EAT THEIR YOUNG 















































































THE FIRST CORPSE TURNEP UP A PAY 
AFTER THE EXPLOSION AT SAIP TOW^C. 

A MINOR LAB ACClPENT/ HIS SPIN TEAM 
SAIP. FAMILIES OF THE PEAP ANP 
INJUREP SlSNEP EXTENSIVE NONDISCLO¬ 
SURE COMPENSATION PEALS WITHIN THE HOUR. 


RlSHT NOW IT'S A VERITABLE PEEPINS 
FRENZY. PEOPLE ARE BEINS SNATCHEP/ 
MURPEREP/ANPMUTJLATEP. FIFTEEN 
SO FAR/PUT I SUSPECT THERE'S 
MORE. HERE'S THE TWIST/ THOUGH... 


...ALL THE KILLINGS OCCURREO 
WITHIN A BLOCK OF£lPEON SUHN 
LEE'S CORPORATE 7<DWER. HE 
COULP SOB FROM HIS PENTHOUSE 
ANP HIT A CHALK OUTLINE. 


J'P ARRIVEP HERE TRAILING 
CLUES TO ONE MYSTERY 
ANP STUMBLEP OVER ANOTHER. 
ANP TISP UP IN THEM BOTH £ 
THE ENISMATIC MISTER LEE. 


MY PAP USEP TO SAY I WAS 
ALWAYS ONE TO SO LOOKING 
FOR TROUBLE/ JUMPING OUT 
OF THE fRVINO PAN ANP INTO 
THE FIRE... 



psf! 


JS'x 
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mm 














































THEY mv IT ms A 
GAS MAIN EXPLOSION 
A l£&Q\d>l£, TRAGIC- 
ACClPBNT... 




























... SEENIG TO ME 7HBY'(2B 
£gTTIN£A LOT OF THOSE 
RECENTLY. IT LOCKS LIRE 
A WAR ZONE. 


€£** A 

• \\$S' v 



SOMETHING STRANGE ANP SERIOUS 
1$ GOING POV/N HERE, PUT WHAT f 
IT'S LIKE AN ITCH X CAN'T SCRATCH... 
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LOSINS MY TOUCH 


...ANP I'M NOT THE ONLY 
ONE .THOSE GUYS ARB 
UNIT K, A COVERT WINS 
OF THE JAPANESE SECRET 
SERVICE, ANP THEY'RE HOT \ 
HERE FOR THEIR HEALTH. 


THERE'S NO PIPT, NO 
GOSSIP NO SCANDAL, 
NOTHIN*?. THIS SUYS 
A CIPHER. HE PROTECTS 
HIMSELF WITH FEAR 
ANP MONEY. 


NO ONE I APPROACHED 
WOLIEP TALK. MAPS ME 
START THINKING I WAS 


MAYE£ I'M EE/NS 
PARANOlp, 0LIT IT 
SEEMS ONE WAY OR 
ANOTHER, ALL ROAPS I 
LEAP TO SIPEON LEE. 


I'VE REAP ALL THE 
AUTHOR IZEP STUFF/ 

EUT IT'S WHAT'S NOT 
BEEN SAIP AEOUT HIM 
THAT'S MOPE INTRIGUING. 


...BUT THERE'S 
MORE THAN 
ONE WAY TO 
\ I SKIN A CAT. 
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SUBWAY 

jf 


yVHV 0Cfc9> THAT 
SCARE me? 


OTAKU ARE RATA 
FREAKS/ OESESSIVE 
ACQUIRERS OF 
USELESS INFO ON 
SPECIFIC SUBJECTS: 
JEWISH PORN 
STARS, SPETNATZ 
HANPGUNS/ VANILLA 
SCE /THE WOMPLES... 


...LAJARUS LIKES SECRETS. 

personal industrial 

GOVERNMENTAL/YOU 
NAME IT. THAT'5 WHY 
HE'S SO ANAL AEOUT 
NOT MEETING. HIS 
SECURITY'S HIS LIFE. 


MY MATE CRAE'S FRlENP 
LAZARUS HAS SEEN 
PIGGING UP THE PkSlTAL V\RT 
FOR ME. HE 'S LOCAU, 

PUT WE'VE NEVER MET LIKE 
MOST OTAKU, HE'S PROBABLY 
A GRUBBY AGORAPHOBIC 
RAISEP ON JUNK POOP 
ANP trash tv. 

T 


THEY'VE OPTEP OLIT 
OF JAPANESE SOClETYANP 
ITS HELLISH WEE OF 
SOCIAL LOYALTIES ANP OBLIGA¬ 
TIONS. THEY ONLY INTERACT 
WITH OTHERS VIA COMPUTER. 


TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY HERMITS. 
ISN'T TECHNOLOGY MARVELOUS* 
CHARLIE BABBAGE ANV ALAN 
TURING MUST EE SPINNING IN 
THEIR GRAVES LIKE TOPS* 


HE'S SEEN TRAWLING 
FOR PATA ON LEE 
FOR ME,ANP IT LOOKS 
LIKE HE'S FOUNP 
SOMETHING... 


...SOMETHING HE 
POESN'T TRUST 
SENPING VIA MOPEM. 
HE WANTS TO MEET I 


CZ ~b 1 f 
B ^ i 
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rTHINK, CABOT. THOSE X 
MONSTERS FROM THE £GGS\ 

THEY ARE THE PREPATOR'S \ 
ouapry. the comes FOUNP / ;| 

SOATTEREP CLOSE EY THIS / 
k EUILPIN&IT IS-THEIR >■- 

Gme trail i y they aub ^ 

A»^w ^ 7 SO CLOSE I 

!■■■■ COULP TOUCH 
' V TH&VI, AHP 

^■^CT^MbIIL itviu-' v 


^ PUT HOW? ^ 
WE WN'TRILL ONE, 
v I MEAN... . 


/FATE PROVlPESA 
AS ALWAYS. IF ALE 
Goes WELL,! WILE 
JOIN YOU ON 
v THE HUNT, y 


/IN THE MEANTIME/'' 
THESE IS A MATTER I 
WISH YOU TO 
s. ATTENP TO. 

































































































































ALWAYS TAKE 
£AP£ Of LOOSE ENDS 
MAJOR/OR ONE PAY 
THEY WILL RETURN TO 
^ STRANGLE YOU. ^ 


ARE 


YOU SURE 
ASOUT 
. THIS? . 


r ...OR N 

SHOULP X 
SAYAU 
fZEVOIR.. 


THANK 
YOU, RPCTOR 
SO0PSYE, 
MAJOR... 
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YOU ever 
HAVE ONE OF 
THOSE VMS 7 


YOU KNOW, THE KINO WHERE 
YOU'RE MINPINO YOUR OWN 
BUSINESS INVESTIOATINO A 
MURPEP, WHEN YOU'RE 
SUPPENLY SHOT FULL OF 
PPU&S AND PtPNAPPEP 
B’Y THE RICHEST OUY ON THE 
PLANET, WHO TURNS OUT 
TO EE A SEPEN-HUNPPEP 
YEAROLP SNAKE OIL 
SALESMAN WHO HUNTS 
ALIENS ANP USES THEIR 
INTERNAL ORGANS TO 
KEEP HI/M IMMORTAL? 


I SOU NO GOOP, PON'T I, 
FULL OF EULLSHIT PRAVAPO. 
WELL LET ME TELL YOU/1 
WANT TO PUKE,ANP 

SCREAM MY HEAP OFF ALL 
AT ONCE, PUT I PON'T... 


...J WON'T OIVE 
THATSOUMSAS 
THE PLEASURE. 



r 



A—1 


— 







—T~ - 3 


- - r- J- 

/ / 




\Y / 



■ JQjf 

1 1<\ 

\y ;'., ^ 

V t-l/' 



\ / V-T^' J|| H 

\Y x 

v mi 




























































y APPETITE' X 
'mss mcsripe, foo> 
?me, notoriety, 

SIMPLE RECOGNITION 
OP WHO 1 WPS AMP 
WHAT X HAVE , 
L BECOME- / 


Aet me get > 

THIS STRAIGHT. 
YOU WANT ME 
TO WRITE YOUR 
0IOGRAPHY 7 
L WHY? / 


y I'VE POLLOWEP Xl 
YOUR CAREER, YOU'RE 1 
AN APPEALING MAVERICK/ 
PUT I NEEPEP TO KNOW 
HOW PETERMINEP j 
\ YOU REALLY ARE. A 


UNTIL- 

J RECENTLY, V 
J THOUGHT X > 
GENUINELY m&PT 
PIE THIS- TIME. THE 
PPBPPTORS WERE 
NOT TAKING MY 
BAIT 60 REAPILY, 
PEATH m6 j 
L STALKING ME'v/- 


AGAIN 

WHY? 


TO RECORP MY 
EXTRAORPfNARY LIFE 
FOR POSTERITY, WITH 
0*2£/ AS MY SCP/BB.a 


W^eo it ms x 

WHO PROVIPEP ^ 
THE OHANU3MN WSASl 
YOU NEEPEP WHEN NO J 
^ OTHER WOULP^^^ 

|^7t WAS J 
r ORPEREP YOUR CAM- ^ 
ERAMAN X/LLEP, YOUR 
CAREER ANP REPUTATION 
bL PBBTROYBP. y 


r THERE'S X 
NOTHING OUITE 
LIKE INCENTIVE , 
>. IS THERE 7 > 





/ 
























f OWiPLBASB! \ 
1 THREW POWN 
THE CHALLENGE, W 
WEREN'T OBUGBP 
V T<9 TAKE IT UP y 


yy<2U 0A$TARP'^\ 
YOU MURPBRBP 
EARL mVSCRBWBP 
UP MV LIFE ALL F£>R 
L £<9ME ELOOPV i 
L. 7/ES7-// ^ 


'l EVEN LEFT ^ 
CLUBS. THE SPEAR 
. TIP? LAZARUS? . 









































what was x 

SUPPOSEP TO 
PO? HE HAP /ME, 
PNC* H£ KNEW IT. 


HE WANTEP TO 
CAPTURE ONE 

Auve aw use 

IT AS £4/7: 


A SALARYMAN HAP SEEN 
SNATCHEP OFF A PULLET 
TRAIN PLATFORM 0Y THE 
REMAINING CREATURE 
THAT HAP ESCAPE? 
FROM LEE'S LAE. 


APPARENTLY THIS N ECK OF 
THE WOPS WAS ITS SAME 
TRAIL THE PREPATORS 
HAP SLAUSHTEREP ONE ANP 
SEEMEP INTENT ON HUNTING 
THE OTHER. SO WAS LEE. 


WS HAP THE FlACeTO 
OURSELVES. HIS PEOPLE 
HAP EAKEP A TERRORIST 
WARNING AEPUT RELEASING 
HALLUC/NOCtEN/C OAS 
INTO THE SU&VVAY. IT MAPE 
YOU SEE MONSTERS . 
OUTE. 



























EXCEPT J PON'T 
KNOW THE 
MONSTEPS ARE 
ANYMORE. 



rr 


COUP 
COMFORT 
FROM THE MAN 
WHOSE MEN 
MURPEREPMY 
PARTNER. 


PON'T 
WORRY, MISS 

m^ripe.i'll 

VYATCH YOUR 
SACK. 



, YOU RNBW 
THE RISKS CROSSINS , 
INTO SHAMIEIA/YET YOU 
£TU,L PUT HfS UIFE ON 
THE UINE TO SET 
>£>£//? FACE ON 
CAMERA. 



THE PLATFORM'S UP 
AHEAP. THERE'S CCM£- 
7H/NO THERE. CAEOT, 
TAKE POINT. 











































































T these guys ^ 

RON'T HUNT IN HOT, 
/?/?/ PLACES JUST SO 
THEY CAN WORK ON . 

V theic TAN/ A 
























































































































































































































































TV£ SPENT xi 

ufe- 

TIMES 5TUpyiN^ •JDUR 
5PECIE£: VICIOUS/ 


resourceful hunters 

WITH A WARRIOR'S 
. PRIMITIVE COPE Of j 
PW. HONOR... V 


VTt 5r* if n '. 

te’<5U‘->A 




• : .m r ;‘3 fe 



























































































r h<^>vv ^ 

CM&JeSS. 
J MUST S£ 
(SETTING 
^OLP. A 


HUK/O! 


r mil, > 
WHAT ARE YOU 
WAITIN& 
^ FOR" V 




AHH/TOTHb 
VICTOR THE 
SPOU-S... 











































slfflnifis 


POOR etupw, scared earl what 
p/p ^ vo to you 7 j got you 

KILLED POP RATINGS, THAT'E- 
WHAT. CABOT WAS RIGHT. 


THEN 


HITE 


JUST 


WISH 


EARL 


m 


CAMERA 


HAP 


I CPULP SCREAM. THERE ARE 
THINGS FROM OTHER WORLDS 
FIGHTING TO THE PEATH RIGHT 
IN FRONT Of ME. IMAGINE THAT 
PN THE EIX O'CLOCK NEWS- 
































































































































































as j'p expected, lees 

PERSONAL AND PRIVATE ASSETS 
HAD SEEN SEIZED £Y THE 
&OV£RNAi£NT. THEY P£N/£P 
THE EXISTENCE OP HIS PREDA¬ 
TOR ARCHIVE AND THE SPACE * 
CQAPT, 



J RETURNED TO LONDON A 
/VUU./ONA/R£, LEE 'S POST- 
RPMOPS PAYMENT PDR HIS 
SIO&RAPHV. X SAVE EARLS 
FOLKS HAVE. 





there are monsters 

OUT THE PE IN THE DARK CORNERS 
OP THE WORLD. TH/NOS THAT 
HUNT MEN FOR SPORT. 


WHO ARE THEY ? WHEPE DO THEY COME 
^ PROM ? WHAT DO THEY R£AUY WANT 7 

\ l-i I r ~^ZZ 

TT'S THE ETORY Of A LIFETIME, 

OF/MANY LIFETIMES/ AND ONE 
WAY OR THE OTHER, IT'S MfN£ 

FOR THE TEUINO. 
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script and art 

ALEX MALEEV 

colors 

STAISSI BRANDT 

lettering 

CLEM ROBINS 



THAT CHEST CAVITY... 
$OMBTH\N6 COMPRO¬ 
MISE? THE POPV FROM 
. THE /NSfPE / ^ 


EVER €>tt 
ANYTHING 
LIKE THId, 
k PPCTOR? 


m on the AStfAf approximately 

THIRTY METERS FROM THE 
OlV CHURCH." 


WHERE ^ 
PIP YOU 
RHP THE 
dUaJ&Ctf, 


ELENA. 

IT Id £00P 
TOdEE 
YOU AEAIN, 
MYOHILP. . 


/ N\PiGOO X 
' PflPTECT \ 
YOU FROM THE 
PlSTURE/NG 
REVELATION 
THAT HAd etZOUOHT 
you PACK . 
V HOME, y 


Id THId > 
WHERE THEY 
FOUNP THE 
dUETECT? > 


HE'S 
NOT GOING 
ANYWHERE- 


6ROPILOVO, 
BULGARIA, 
SOMBPAY SOON... 


IT'd EEEN ALMOST 
SIX YEARS SINCB 
ELENA LEFT THE 
VILLAGE TO WORK 
FOR THE B.A.N* 


...ANOTHER PEVOTEP 
PARISHIONER WHO HAP r _ 
LEFT THE FLOCK... 


... UNTIL SOME¬ 
THING ERPUdHT 
WBQ. PACK TO ME- 


"ANP THE SKIN... 
REMARKABLY 
WELL PRESERVED 


X THINK IT'd TIME I PA/P 
A FRIENO A VfdIT. > 




-X\ 


"Adi PE FROM 
THE CRITICAL 
WOUNP/THERE'd 
HARPLYANY 
PEOOMPOdITlON." 














































































...THEPHUBPW X 
f OF EA/NTOEORSE 
IT IE NEARLY SEVEN 
HUNPREP YEARS £>U>, 
ACCDRPINO 70 AN 
ARCHAEPLPEIET FROM 
. THE ACAPEMY WHP 
k VIEITSP THE VILLA6E 
»V- N07 LONG PiOO. J 


^ 1COULP X{^ 

/ PPEN THIE BOOK \ 
' ANP TELL HI/VI EXACTLY 
WHEN ITWAE EU/LTANP 
>*'//>'' IT IE HEBE/ PN THIE 
LITTLE HILL IN THE MlPPLE 
v OF THIE PPPR ANP , 
\ FOREPTTEN / 


iHKCA 


n 


aifM 


va^a 

(Hllf&O 


MOMa ^ 

r«no^KH < s 


FATHER 


PLEAEE 


WITH 


ALL 


REEPECT/IW 


PUE 


HEBE 


AE A EPENTIET 
NPT AE— ^ 


n^Acnrri 


cm 


K* 

































































"SEVEN HUNPGEP v ears- 

peo, gg/mt george.. 
mo we caul. Georg/... 
cmB 10 this very 
village. 


"H5 SPUSHT TP CPNVERT IT TP 
CHRISTIANITY/ AS HE HAP PPNE 
WITH MANYPTHEG VILLASES 
THROUGHOUT EASTERN 

eugppe._ 


re oppe. 


"SAINT SEPRSE WAS NPTAWARg THAT IN 
THE NEAREY FPREST LIVEPA PRAGON 
THAT HAP SEEN TERROR/Z/NG THE 
RESlDN PPG SENERATIPNS," 







































5TIU/ IT WAS NOT 

< affgasgv. the wagon n 

PPAMNPPP THE Z/iCP/f/Pe 
Of THE A7M£!2 OA/IY PHPSHTBP. 

PTHERWIEE/IT WOUIVPNLBASH 
v ITS WRATH UPON THE ENTIRE y 
^DUNTRYSlPE. ^ 


THE SllllAGGRS X 
/3Q? THE DRA£C>N 
SHGBP TO SATIATE 
ITS THIRST FOR 
0J.ODP. WHEN IT 
REMAINED UNSATIS¬ 
FIED, THEV SACRIFICED 

v viuagbps. y 



"AG SAINT GGORGG MG TOIV \ 
THIS TRAGIC TALE HE WITNESSED 
A EALL DF FlCE GRUFTING 
FROM THE SKY. 






"AND I'M EURE THAT THERE 
^-v. /£ A l£V£L Of TRUTH WOVGN 
INTO EVERY LESENP." 




































































































&U7 IN THIS PAY 1 
ANP ASE, IFINPIT 
HARP TP EELIEVE 
THAT ANYONB 

wpulpseektp 

EXPLAIN AWAY 
k TH \S SINGULAR 
L piscpvery... v 


"...WITH A 
WZ/F. 


A// 


THERE /S EVIL IN THE WPCLP, FATHER 
SUT IT'S MPT PRASPNS AMP PE/V1PNS, 
IT'S PISEASE, ANP CREEP, ANP THE 
V KNPWINS PESTCUCTIPN 
S^PFPUR PLANET. 


^ TH/5 MAY EE \ - 

A Y/WHEN 1 FINP^ 

WE'VE PISCPVEREP- 1 PUTMPRg I'LL 
PERHAPS SOME CP/VIE SACK 
. SORT PF , ANP PEPSPNALLY 

\ MISSINC link: / A LET YPU KNOW. y 






ANP 377//- IS NPT. 


FPR SEVEN HUNPREP YEARS 
A BKOmePHOOP HAS 
EXISTEP. ITS PURPPSE. 


...tp keep a weeper. 


A SECRET THAT 
MANKINP WAS NPT 
PREPAPEP TP PEAL 
WITH CENTURIES ASP. 

















































THE EQOTUEQUOOPOf 
saint seoqse has 
KNOWN foe. AGES THAT 
fM\l IS NOT INVISIBLE 
OQ SYMBOLIC' 


foe seven HUNoeec 

YEWS yvg HAVE KNOWN 
THAT EVIL POES EXIST.. 


...anp IS BUQIEP 

peep uNveeseomo. 


* ;j 




...WAITING 
IN VAIN TO BE 
REBORN. 





























































script 

IAN EDGINTON 

art 

DEREK THOMPSON 
BRIAN O’CONNELL 

lettering 

CLEM ROBINS 



"1 CAST MY NET INTO 
THE VOIP ONCE MORE/ 
A SOLPEN WEE SPUN 
BETWEEN THE STARS. 


"THE SAIT f£ SET. I WAIT/ 
PATIENTUY/ POR THE PREY 
TO NIP AT THE LURES. 
THEN TRICKING TEASlNO/ 
I'LL REEL THEM IN. 


\ /1 


i || / I 

"HOWEVER/ 

A IK 

OCCASIONALLY 


SOMETHING 

| /// rl 

OTHHR is 

/ y/ f 1 I 

CAU5HT... 


"...MtNNOWS INSTEAP 
OP SHARKS," 


JI& 

• P* w vr 

I \JXEtZtl JCTMS I 
I _ svrxa irrnuiA I 

{uyfxyfoww,,} 
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' WHAT \ 
P'H£LL \S 
v PIS? J 


/ please, don't ^ 

BE ALARMED. YOU'RE 
QUITE SAFE. A 
Fhepoaionb field 

PREVENTS THE XENO- 
MORPHS FROM VENTUR- 
v INS THIS FAR. > 


IKS 


7, ^ 

i 1 . 


m 


it 


A A, 




* 

M A; 


IlSRfJ 


^ IF YOUlL FOLLOW ^ 
7W£ CORRIDOR, WE CAN 
EE INTRODUCED IT ISN'T 
OFTEN J ASM? GUESTS. v 


a 


Jff 


A - 


w 






1 




/ THAT W£ > 
HIT A E\6GER 
SCORES JUST 
v SAIMA&B. A 


\ 




<j?UIT T 
PIPIN', 
ICAGT... 


Ml 




»V5 


IP 


bmL. 5 * 11 


ir 


^hss 


r.lS* 








*5£« 


SfeSi@^^ 


£>h, /v*y„. 


^ X SEE YOU'RE ^ 
ADMIRING MY DECOR. IT'S 
ALL OPUS/NAL, OF COURSE. 
CULLED FROM THE OLDEST 
ESTATES ON EARTH. . 
QUITE PRICELESS. A 


m 
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s THEN I 
PETONATE A 
LOW-YIELD 
NEUTRON 
v DEVICE. y 


§ /T THE HUNTERS ARE \ 
'I f IUREP SV THE CRIES N 
If/ OP THE VULNERABLE- 
kJ THE DISTRESS CALL. YOU 
^ INTERCEPTEP--INTO 
A WEE BA/TEP WITH y 
TOV XENOMORPHS-. y 


y FOR PECAPES, I HIRE? 
/MERCENARIES TO STALK THEM/ 
EUT IT WASN'T UNTIL MY/LL ' 
NESS THAT /MY FEVERED SRAIN 
, CONJURED A MOST 
V AUPACfOUS SCHE/YIE. > 


(SUITE. THIS y 
CO/VIFLE^ IS SHIELDED. 
LOCAL VEGETATION SOAKS 
UP RADIATION LIKE y 
^ A SPONGE, y 


/ny PR0N6S RESEEP 
THE PERELICT FROM MY 
ANT FARM. IN SIX MONTHS, 
IT'S PEAPYAGAIN. 
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OMNIBU 

VOLUME 1 


Mankind’s two ultimate nightmares come together in mortal combat, and 
whoever wins—we lose. On the remote planet Ryushi, a small ranching 
community becomes an unwilling participant in a deadly ritual: extraterrestrial 
Predators have seeded Ryushi with Alien eggs in order to create the ultimate 
hunt. But what the Predators don’t know is that an Alien queen egg is amongst 
those they’ve sent as potential hunting stock, and when the Predators arrive, 
the hunters become the hunted amidst a monumental swarm of Aliens, and 
they may need to turn to the very same humans they regard as little more than 
potential trophies to give them any hope of survival. 


Aliens vs. Predator Omnibus Volume 1 packs over 400 pages of excitement 
and terror into one package, offering the original smash-hit AVP comics series 
that launched the franchise, plus the exciting continuation of the storyline, 
previously published as AVP: War. 
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